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CONCERNING 


FUNIVERSIT Y | 


The Inventions of Men 
fF LIBRARY | 
IN (HeRIDGe) 


The VVorſhip of GOD, 


The. Introdu&ion. 


UR Blefled Saviour has Taught 
us that there are ſome Ways of 
Worſhiping God , which have 
ſo great a Mixture of Human Inz 

Raf veution 1n them, - that they are 

Yue GC /anand Unacceptable to Him, 

' Mark VIL. 7p. In vain, faith He, do they Worſhip 

| Me,' teaching for Dottrines the Commandments of 

Men, This obligeth every Man who has a Con- 

cern for his Soul, to examine carefully the Wor- 

| B ip 


2. ntroduction: 
ſhip he offers to God, whether it be ſuch as Cod 
has Inſtitated 3 leſt tus Service ſhould be Re- 


Jefed with that Cenſure in the Prophet, Who 


has required this at your Hands? But more eſpeci- 
ally it concerns the Paſtors of the Church, who 
have the Direction of the Publick Worſhip of 
God, to be careful in Examining this Matter, 
that they may be able to ſatisfy their own Conz- 
{ciences, as well .as the People's Committed to 
their Charge, concerning the Purity of the 
Worſhip which they practice Lhemſclves, and 
recommend to. Others. 

HH. It has pleafed:/God in his! Providence to 
make Me an Overſeer over ſome part of his 
Flock. in this Kingdom ; and I look upon it to 


. bo my Daty to uſe my Endeavours to Inſtru&t 


Thoſe that are*-committed toaly Charge, in 
the Worſhip of God, according to the Rules He 
has preſcribed ; and'to warn ſuch as I conceive 
to fwerve from them, of their Miſtakes. I 
hope it will be of Uſe:and $atisfaQtion to thoſe 
that joyn with Me in the! Publick Worſhip of 
God, to find on Examination, That what they 
there practice, is agrecable-to God's Inſtitution x; 
And as to thoſe thatithink otherwiſe, '1:per- 
fnade my ſelt that an Admonition in the+ Spirit 
of Meekneſs can give them no juſt Offence, but 
rather be of Uſe to them alſo, by ay 
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? 'Infroduſtion: 3 
: them to Examine and Reviſe their Ways, that 
- they may corre& their Judgments, if from 
| whatT offer, they ſhall ſee reaſon for it. 
' TIN, In Order to help thoſe concerned to 
make a true and impartial Judgment in theſe 
matters, I deſire them to conſider, | 

rſt, That it belongs only to God to grve Rules 
how He will be Worſhifed, This, I ſuppoſe, will be 
granted by all, ſince it ſeems to be a Truth, 
naturally implanted i in the Minds of Men, and 
Univerſally acknowledged in all tumes. 

2dly, I take it for a Truth agreed to by the 
generality of Proteſtants, That the Holy Scrip- 
tures contain the Revelations of God's Will, concerning 
his Worſhip. 

3dly, —. theſe two, we may reaſonably 
infer, That it concerns us to keep as cloſe as 
we can to thoſe Direions which God has been 
pleas'd to afford us in his Word ; without ad- 
ding to, omitting, or altering any thing that 
He has there laid down. For ſince God has 
vouchſafed us a certain Diretion for his Wor- 
ſhip in the Holy Scriptures, it is to be ſuppoſed 
that all ways of Worſhip are diſpleaſing to Him, 
that are not expreſly contained, or warranted 
by Examples of Holy Men mentioned therein. 

4thly, We maſt obſerve that the Worſhip of 
God i 1s either Inward or Outward ; The Inward 

B 2 Worllp 


4 Jntroduttion: 
Worſhip of God conſiſts in the inward Homage 
and SubjeQion of our Minds to Him. The Out- 
ward confiſts of ſuch AAs and Duties as ſerve 
to expreſs this inward SubjeCtion of our Souls, 
or that promote, zncreaſe, or contribute toz- 
wards it. Thus, for inftance, Vocal Prayer is a 
part of Outward Worſhip, becauſe it expreſſes 
the inward Dependance of our Souls on God : 
Thus reading the Word of God is a part of the 
ſame, becauſe therein we acknowledge our 
Subjefion to Him, and to his Laws, and uſe 
it as a means to promote and increaſe this Sub=- 
Jeftion : Thus Celebration of the Sacraments 1s 
a part of the ſame Worſhip, becauſe in them we 
not only expreſs our Dependance on God for 
his Grace, but likewiſe oblige and bind our ſelves 
to ſerve Him : And the ſame holds in all Out- 
ward Acts of Worſhip, | 

5thly, We muſt remember, That 'tis in theſe 
Outward Ads that we are more immediately 
concerned as Publick Worſhipers ; for we cans 
not know the Inward Worſhip which Men pay 
to God in their Minds, but asit appears tous by 
theſe Outward Ads ; And generally when we 
ipeak of the Publick Worthip of God, we mean 
this Outward ; and concerning it are the great 
Diſputes, and Differences among us; all of 'us be- 
ing agreed as tothe inward,and of what ſort that 
ought to be. | IY. Haz 


- _. Sntroduction. 4 
_ TV. Having premiſed theſe few things, 
which I hope will be granted by all; I ſhall 
proceed direaly to my propoſed Undertaking; 
and ſhall with the greateſt Fairneſs and Impar- 
tiallity I can, Examine and Gompare the Wors 
ſhip of God, which is directed and warranted 
by Scripture, as well with that which is pre=- 
{ſcribed and practisd by our Church, as with 
that which is practis'd by ſuch as differ from us. 

V. Now if we conſider the ordinary Service 
of God as preſcribed and practic'd in Scripture, 
we fhall find the main ſubſtantial parts of it 
to be theſe five : 012... TETrs if 

Prefes.:- brtisf? 

Prayers. 

Fearing. 

Bodily Worſhip. And, | 
| Celebrationof the Holy Sacrament of the \Body and 
Blood of Chrift. oO 

The Method I ſhall take in Diſcourſing of 
each of theſe, ſhall be, 

Firſt, To ſhew what the Holy Scriptures di- 
rec concerning them particularly. 

Secondly, I ſhall conſider the Practice of our 
Church, with relation to thoſe Directions and 
Examples. And, | 

Thirdly, Lhe Practice of Proteſtant-Dillenters. 


CHAP. 


6 Of Pzailes: Chap. 
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CHAP. I. 
Of Praiſes. 
Sett. r. 
What the Holy Scriptures preſcribe concerning them. 


LY Irſt then, as to the Praiſes of God. The 
Scriptures both of the Old and New 


. Teſtaments require the uſe of the Pſalms in of- 


fering up Praiſes to God. We find in the Old 
Teſtament ( 2 Chron. xxix. 30.) Hezekiah the King, 
and the Princes, commanded the Levites to ſing praiſes 
to the Lord with the words of David, and of Aſaph, 
and. they ſang with .gladneſs. This Command of 
Hezekial proceeded from God, and was approved 
by him : The ſame way of praiſing God conti- 
nued in the Jewiſh Church till our Saviour's 
time: And after that; we have yet a more poli- 
tive Command for. the uſe of them by the Apo- 
tle, Epheſ. v.1g. Speaking to your ſelves in Pſalms, 
and Hymns,” and ſpiritual Songs. And Col. 111. 16. 
Tet the words of Chriſt dwell in you richly in all Wiſdom, 


 teacking:and wdmonifhing one another in Pſalms, and 


Hymns, and ſpiritual Songs ; ſinging and making melo- 
$3% 3 3a dy 


S&&.:. How Warranted by Scripture. - 
dy with grace in your hearts to the Lord, T think 
there is no room to doubt, but by the P/alms, gc. 
in theſe places, is meant the Book of Pſalms, 
which the Holy Ghoſt has left for this purpoſe 
to the Church. | a 

II. Tho' the Scriptures recommend to us /nga 
ing of Pſalms, yet in ſome caſes they allo us to 
ſay them; I will not inſiſt on thole places of Scrip- 
ture that ſeem to require us to do ſo (ſuch as 
P/ſal-.cxviii.2. Let Iſrael now Tay that his mercy enduz 
reth for ever, let the Houſe of Aaron now 1ay, and let 
them that fear the Lord now ſay, oc.) becauſe theſe 
Expreſſions being Poetical, may be ſo interpre- 
ted as to. mean /mging, tho? there is no Neceſli- 
ty of reſtraining the general Command of Say- 
ing or Speaking the Praiſes of God to Singing only. 
We find in Scripture ſeveral Sacred Hymns, par- 
ticularly.of Hannah, the Bleſſed Virgin, Zachas 
rias, and Simeon, and the Saints in Heaven, (Rev. 
Vit. 12. & x1. 17.) which are ſaid to have been 
Said by them reſpeQively ;. and the circumſtan- 
ces/'in the Story do not make 1t probable that 
they were ſung. From all which we may rea- 
ſonably infer, That where People can ſing, they 
are obliged to do it, in abedience to God's Com- 
mand: But where through any defect of Na- 
ture or Art, they cannot Sing Decently, they 
may be diſpenſed with Saying. Only People 

94] | ought 


TH - 


n Df Pzailes. Chap.T. 
ought not by this Indulgence to be encouraged 
to neglect ſinging altogether , or to think that 
God doth not require it of them, when by a 
little pains or induſtry they may attain to the 
Art of decently performing it in his Service. 
III. "Tis certain the Word of God recommend- 
eth to us Pſalms and Hymns n Proſe, for our praiz 
{ing God. If we look into the Songs of the Bleſ- 
{ed Virgin, of Zacharias, or Simeon, we ſhall find 
them all in Proſe, and ſuch are the Songs of the 
Bleſſed, which they are repreſented ſinging in 
the Revelations, particularly Chap.v.g. & Chap. xv. 
3. As to the Hebrew Pſalms, 'tis evident that 
they are Poetical, but the Poetry of them con- 


. fiſts rather in the Style and manner of Expreſ- 


ion, than in any certain Meaſures or Verſes, 
which thoſe that have ſearched moſt narrowly 
into them have yet been able to diſcover, ſoas to 
ſatisfy an indifterent Reader. But whatever Poe- 
try there may be in them, we can not find by any 
of the antient Tranſlations which were made uſe 
of by the Church in our Saviour, or his Apoſtles 
time, or in the Ages immediately following, 
that they or the firſt Chriſtians did ſing any 
thing in Verſe ; but we are ſure that they ſung 
Hymns in Proſe : $o that we have no certain 
Scriptural Warrant for the Uſe of Verſe or 
Meetre 1n the Praiſes of God. 

| Perhaps 


S:&.:. How warranted by Scripture. 9 
© Perhaps ſome may fancy that Verſe or Mea- 
"fare was not in uſe in thoſe Countreys, and that 
therefore they ſung their Songs in Proſe; but 
this is a Miſtake; Poetry and Verſes were then 
in thoſeplaces where the Plalms were tranſla- 
ted, in great requeſt ; and at the higheſt perfe= 
ction, when the New Teſtament was penned ; 
and yet we have no Example therein of their 
Uſe in the Praiſes of God. 

And it is very manifeſt that this proceeded 
from Choice, not Neceſſity : For if the holy 
Ghoft had thought Verle neceſſary for Divine 
Pſalms, we may preſume he would have inſpi- 
red ſome of the holy Men in Scripture, when 
Extraordinary Gifts were ſo common, either to 
Tranſlate the Pfalms of the Old Teſtament 
into Verſe, or elſe to Compoſe ſome of the 
other Hymns that are recorded in the New, af- 
ter that way: But neither of theſe having been 
done, 'tis at leaſt a preſumption that we may 
praiſe God as acceptably in Proſe as in Verſe. 

And there is one thing further to be conſider- 
ed, That the Prophets of the Heathen, who pre- 
tended to be inſpired, generally wrote their 
Prophecies and their Hymns to their Gods, in 
Verſe : We know not but this may be one Rea- 
ſon why the holy Ghoſt thought fit that ſuch 
as were inſpired by Him ſhould decline that 

GC 


way 


10 Of Praiſes. - Chap. ]. 


way of Recording their Prophecies or Praiſes..' 


IV, As the Scriptures preſcribe us the Ule 
of Pialms in the praiſes of God, ſo they en- 
courage us to offer thoſe Praiſes by way of Re- 

onſes, or Anſwering : For this we have the beſt 
Examples that can be deſired, even the bleſſed 
Angels and glorified Saints : So 1/a. vi. 3. And 
one cried unto another, Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of 
Hoſts. And the Church triumphant through 
the whole Revelation is ( I think ) conſtantly re- 
preſented praiſing God after this manner. So 
Chap. vil. 9. where The Multitude, that repreſent 
the People, cried out with a bud woice ( verl. 10. ) 
Salvation to our God, which fitteth upon the Throne, 
and to the Lamb. And then, The Angels and E/- 
ders, who repreſent the Clergy, perform their 
part, ver/. r2. ſaying, Amen ; Flefſing, and Glory, 
and Wiſdem, and Thankſgiving, and Honour, and Poxg- 
er, and Might, be unto our God. 

They are repreſented the ſame way anſwer- 
ing one another, Chap. xix. 1. I heard a great woice 
of much People in Heaven, ſaying Alleluia ; this they 
repeat (ver, 3.) then the Twenty four Elders ( re- 
preſenting, as before, the Clergy) anſwer (ver/. 
4-) Amen, Alleluia, Then (werſ,5.) a Voice came out 


of the Throne, ſaying, Praiſe our God. Upon which 


(verf. 6.) the People reſume their part, and ans 
iwer, Alluia : for the Lord Omnipotent Reigns. I 
make 


4 eu —_ a a— —_— © this. 
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' Set.x. How warranted by Scripture, =: 
make no queſtion but this is taken by Alluſion 


| from the manner of the Church's Praiſing 


God on Farth ; and there 1s nothing 18 1t but 
what is agreeable to $7, Paul's Command, of 
Teaching and Admoniſhing one another in Pſalms, and 
Hymns, and Spiritual Songs ;, which ſuppoles every 
one to have ſhare in them, either by turns, or 
by bearing a pars. 
- It 1s obſervable that the Pilalms contain ma- 
ny excellent Inſtructions and Exhortations, as 
well as Praiſes and Prayers, and therefore St. 
Paul recommends them to Chriſtians for their 

mutual Inſtruction and Admonition. It was 
common therefore for one to ſing, and the reſt 
 tohearkenfor their /nſ{truction and Edification, 
as appears i Cor. xiv. 31. For ye may all propheſte 
one by one, that all may learn and be comforted : Pro- 
pheſying here ( as we may find from the 26th 
verie of this Chapter ) includes P/alms, as well 
as Doctrines, Tongues, Revelations and Interpretations ; 
and the praiſing God one by one, or by turns, a- 
mounts to praiſing Him by way of Reſponſes 
or Anſwering ; and tho' theſe Prophets were in- 
{pired, yet it is plain they acted 1n this accord- 
. Ing to the ſettled Order of the Church, Verſ, 33. 
As in all the Churches of the Saints ; and theſe in- 
| Jpired Prophets thus praiſing God one by one, 13 
an unqueſtionable Precedent that God approves 
this way in his Praiſes. C 2 This 


12 Of Paailes. Chap. I. * 

This Way of praifling God by Anfſwer- 
ing one another, is the moſt Antient we: find in 
Scrigture, For thus Miriam praiſed God, Exod. 
xv. 21. And Miriam, anſwered them, Sing ye to 
the Lord, for He hath Triumphed gloriouſly, &c. And 
the laſt Song recorded in Scripture is of the lame 
ſort, Rev. Xix. as is before mentioned. 

I reckon the ſongs with which the Women 
of 1ſrae/ received. Saul, x Sam, xvii. 7. to be Re- 
ligious, and there it is exprefly ſaid, That they 
. anſwered one another : And Chap. xx1. rr. Did they 
not ſing one to. another ? &c. But whether theſe 
tongs were Religious or no, it 1s certain that 
the Frame and Compoſition of ſome Pſalms are 
{ach, as plainly diſcover that they were des1gns 
ed to be ſung in parts; and as much is owned 
by the beſt Commentators : Such are the xxiv. 
and cxviii Plalms. 

It is to. be obſerved that 'the Law of Mo- 
jes neither preſcribes Pſalms in the praiſes. 
of God, nor Singers, nor the way of Singing : 
Lheſe all therefore are parts of Natural Religi- 
on, and indeed antienter than 'the Law, as 
appears by Exod. xv. What therefore we find in 
the Old Teſtament concerning theſe, is either 
from the immediate Preſcriptions and Revela- 
tions of God by his Prophets, or from the Di- 


Ctates of Nature, and not any part of the Cere- 
 monia] 


. | SeA.1, How warranted by Scripture. 13 
'  'monial Law. And 'tis obvious - that :Natural 
Neceſlity. will teach any conſidering Man this 
way of alternate ſinging or Anſwering 1m parts, 
for if the Songs be long, as ſome of the Plalms 
are,-no-one Mans Voice can hold out to the end, 

V. The Holy Scriptures recommend tous the 
uſe of Iaſtruments in the praiſes of God ; the 
Pſalmiſt frequently uſes and recommends them, 
and. the whole Book of . Pſalms. is .concluded 
with this adyice, P/al. cl.3. Praiſe him zw«th Timbrel, 
praiſe hum with ſtringed Infiruments and Organs, &Cc, 
Thus Religious perſons were tanght to praiſe 
God before. the'Law, £2. xv. 20: ; And Miriam the 
Propheteſs the ſiſter .of Aaxon, tek 414 tnbrel in ber 
hand, and all the Women went after with. Timbrels, 
&c. And thus the Bleſled in. Heaven are-repre- 
ſented. praiſing God. Rev, v. $. and xiv;.2« | The 
Writers of the new. Teſtament. recommend to 
us the | P/a/ms. which were. the, Hymns: of the 
Jewiſh Church, and - command .us to ing 
them, and 'tis obſervable thatthe word we ren- 
der Sing, Fam. x, 13., originally implies /nging 
with an [nftrument. Now'i they-bad not;approved 
the: Jewiſh -way of ſinging them, which was 
with Inſtruments, they would not have uſed a 
word that imported it ; nay it 1s not to be 
doubted but they would have cautioned us a= 


gZainſt it; but the uſe of Inſtraments (as I have 
ſhewed: 


| —_ _ Chap.T.  $ 
ire ple in the caſe of ' Miriam ) being no 
part ofthe Ceremonial Law, -but antecedent 
ro it, ought not to ceaſe without ſome Com- 
mand or Precept condemning it. 1 
VI. Laſtly, The Scripture requires that we 
underſtand the 'praiſes we ſing to God ; - and 
this warrants our Tranſlating them into the 
Vulgar Tongue : It is a Duty therefore incum- 
bent onthe Governours'of the: Church, to pro- 
cure'the Pſalns to be Tranſlated-or- the Uſe of 
the people under their Charge, and' they may. 
expedt the Afliſtance of God's Spirit when they 
attempt it, in Obedience to his Command. But 
if through Human Frailty,. afy \miſtake, - not 
contray to Faith, ſhould creep in, | this ought 
to be: no Exception againſt the 'Uſe of the 
Tranſlation, finice there are ſach Miſtakes-both 
in. the Syriac, Greek and Zatin'Tranſlations, fome 1 
» of which are' of great "Antiquity, and | were ( 
uſed by our Saviour himſelf, and his Apoſtles, | 
Theſe are the Directions the Seriptures 'give 
us for the" performanice'® of this - firſt .part of 
the 'Worfhip' of God, * which conſiſts'in-prailes, | 
and the ttianner we find them: offer'd to Him 
by his Saints. lt 1 MLS 23 EESTTIGT" 


"$8.2: How pzactiſedby our Church. r; 


Sett. 2. 


The manner of Praiſing God Publickly, which ts preſcri- 
bed and practiſed by our Church. 


Ow as to the manner of offering Praiſes in 
our Church, it is to be conſidered, 
1. [hat we are directed to praiſe,glorify and con- 
feſs to God every day, in a certain number of 
Pſalms of his own Appointment, out of the Old 
Teſtament ; and then in ſuch Hymns as are re- 
corded in the New : And to thele there are add- 
ed ſuch other Hymns, Confeſſions of Faith and 
Thankſgivings, as will appear by and by to be 
agreeable to the general Directions of Scripture. 
But inaſmuch as the Myſtery of the holy Tri- 
nity is more explicitly revealed to us under the 
Goſpel, than it was to thoſe under the Law ; 
Therefore our Church has thought fit to require 
us with every P/a/m and Hymn to intermix, Glory 
be to the Father, to the Son, and to the holy Ghoſt ; As it 
was in the beginning, 15 now, and ever {hall be : To ſigni- 
fy that we believe that the ſame God was wor- 
ſhiped by them as by us , the ſame God that is 
glorified in the Pſalms, having been from the begin- 
ning Father, Son, and holy Ghoſt, as well as now : 


So that our aſcribing this glory expreſly to the 
Three 
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Three Perſons in whoſe Name we are Baptiſed, - 


ought not to be taxed asany real Addition to the 
Pſalms, it being only uſed as a neceſlary Expedi- 
ent to turn the 7ewyh Pſalms into Chriftian Hymns, 


and to fit them for the Uſe of the Church now, - 


as they were before for the Uſe of the Syna- 
gogue; which pra&tice I preſume can give cauſe 
of Exception to none but Socrmans. 

2. Our Church Orders theie Pfalms to be 
either Sang of Said, as the people are able to 
offer them ; not being willing to lay a greater 
reſtraint on them than the Scripture has done : 
In which(asT have already ſhewed) we have Ex- 
amples for both theſe ways of praiſing God. 

3- They are propoſed to us in Proſe, 
without any other alteration from the Original 
than'what was neceflary to make them'inteHi- 
gible 10 our Language. | 

4. The people are allowed to bear their part 
in them, and cither to ſing or ſay them by way 
of Aniwering .: This is according to the Scrip- 
ture Examples, but it is not impoſed, except 
in very few Caſes. | h 

5s. Our Church permitteth the Uſe of 
ſome graye Muſical Inſtruments to regulate the 
Voices of. thoſe that ſing, and ta ſtir up their 
Aﬀections, which are the Natural Effects of 
Muſick, and ſtem more requiſite in Northern 

GCoun- 
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 Countreys, where generally peoples Voices are 
more harſh and untuneable than in other places; 
but this is not impoſed in any Congregation, 
nor doth any Rule of our Church require it, and 
therefore 1t is at the peoples Choice, whether 
they will uſe the help of theſe Inſtruments or 
no. 
6. This then is the care our Church has 
taken, for the publick performance of the 
praiſes of God, and if we bring grace in our 
hearts, and an inward ſenſe of the Majeſty of 
God, and of - his Mercies towards us, when we 
come to joyn in them, which is our part and 
duty to do, who can ſay that God's praiſes thus 
celebrated, are not according to his Commands, 
and acceptable to Him? I think it ſufficiently 
- plain, that they are agreeable to the holy Scrip- 
'tures, which ought to be our Rule for this, and 
:all other parts of God's Worſhip. 

I think no more neceſſary therefore on this 
_ Head, bur with all earneſtneſs, to beſeech you 

who are of our Communion to confider how 
\ great and important a part theſe praiſes are of 
the Worſhip of God, and to apply your ſelves 
with all diligence and holy zeal to the perfor- 
' mance of it ; for we never come nearer the Imz 
 ployment of the Blefled, then when our Hearts 
: and Mouths are filled with the praifes of our 

God. (unvERSI | D = 41M 
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Delt, 3" | 
The Difſenters manner of Praiſing God in Publick. 


'A Nd now as to you my Friends and Bre- 
Y thren, who diſſent from this Worſhip of 
ours, give me leave with all calmneſs to exa- 
mine how you perform this great work of Prat- 
fing God; and I deſire you to compare your own 
practice in your publick Aſſemblies, with what 
you find in your Bibles concerning this Duty. 

E. Your Directory determines it to be the duty 
of Chriſtians, to praiſe God publickly, by ſinging of 
Fſalms together in the Congregation, and that in 
finging Pſalms the woice is to be tuneable and gravely 
ordered, and laſtly, that it is convenient that the 
Miniſter, or ſome other fit perſon appointed by him and 
the other ruling Officers, do read the Pſalm, line by 
line, before the ſinging thereof , and your common 
practice 1s to ſing two or three verſes of a Palm 
in Meetre, the Miniſter, or Clerk, firſt reading 
each line, and the people linging it after. 

IT. Before I proceed to make any obſervati- 
ons on theſe Rules and Practice, to prevent m1- 
Rakes, I delire you to obſerve, 

7. That I do not condemn the finging of 
Pſalms m Meetre as unlawfal. | 
| | 2. That 


CH MJ bag 8 4 fi ne td eas "Rn 


hy et wc 


"Sect. 3: Yow pzatiſed by Difenters; #5 
. 2. That I take it for granted that the Apo- 
ſtles and Primitive Chriſtians did praife God in 
Proſe, and that Meetre and Rhyme are, for 
ought appears, purely of Human Invention. 

. We muſt conſider that if we take the 
Pſalms (as We uſe them) in Proſe, there is not a 
more Exalted piece of Poetry in the World, nor 
any thing better fitted to raiſe in ſerious and 
well diſpoſed people the moſt devout AﬀeCtions. 
Whereas, if we take them as they are commons 
ly uſed in Rhime, the Force, the Vigour, the 
Loftineſs which are ſo Extraordinary in the 
Proſe Tranſlation, are almoſt intirely loſt in the 
. Verſe, and tho' ſeveral have attempted to 
Tranſlate them into Engliſh Verſe, yet I can- 
[not find that any one has done Juſtice to the 
Majeſty of the Expreſſions, and hardly to the 
Senſe of them. 

IH. Having premiſed theſe things, I intreat 
you to conſider impartially with me how far 
this your pra&tice agrees with the. Scripture 
Rule. 

'r. Then the Scriptures command us to praiſe 
God in Pſalms, and undoubtedly the firſt Chri- 
ſtians uſed whole Pſalms at a time. Sometimes 
they joyned together in ſinging them, as our 
Saviour and his Diſciples did, Matt. xxvi. 30. 
Sometimes one only ſung, and the reſt attended 
2 for 
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for their Edification,as appears from 1 Cor.xiv.26. 
But the aforeſaid method of ſinging the Meetre 
Palms takes up ſo much time, that it is 1mpoſlible ' 
to praiſe God in whole Plalms after that man- 
ner. But if we uſe the Pſalms in Proſe,according 
to the Order of our Church, the Experience of _ 
Good Men doth teſtify that we may eaſily paſs 
through them in a month, with ſeriouſneſs and 
_ attention, whether we ſing or read them. And 
to well diſpoſed minds no part of God's Service 
is more agreeable or edifying : whereas ſome 
years would not ſerve to that purpoſe, if we 
ſhould uſe the new invented way of .finging a 
few verles. And I queſtion whether all of _ 
them 'were ever yet ſung through in one Meet- - 
ing place, perhaps not in all the Meetings of 
the Kingdom, and yet it muſt be confeſled that 
every one of them was left to the Church by _ 
the Holy Ghoſt for that uſe, and is profitable, 
when thus uſed, for DoEtrine, Reproof, Corre- 
ction, Inſtrufion and Comfort. Which plain- 
ly proves that the ſinging the Pſalms in Meetre, 
is not the Scripture Way of Uſing them: 
2a. Let me mind you, that an the time of 
the late Uſurpation, Dr. Manton, a Man of con- 
fiderable Reputation - among the Diſſenters, _ 
obſerves in his Comment on the Epiſtle of St. - 
James, Chap. v. verſ. 13, That ſeveral ſcrupled | 
| ſinging 
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Goging Pſalms at all; others objected againſt 
ſinging them in verſe ; . this he calleth «van 
cauil, yet propoſeth, if the ſeruple continueth, that 
ſach may Sing rhe Reading Pſalms, as bath been uſed 
in Cathedrals, and vouches St. Auſtin and Athanaz 


| feus for it ; ; which i is a plain confeſſion from this 


conſiderable Perſon, that this way of finging ts 
leſs lyable to exception, then yours. 

. I know 1t 1s alledged that we ought to. 
have the Pſalms in Verſe for ſinging, as well as 
vwe ought to. have them in Proſe tor Reading, 
But I have ſhewed already that Chriſt and his 
Diſciples ſung their Hymns 1n proſe; and I dez 
ſire you to conſider whether it be neceſlary to 
vary from theſe Precedents, We havea Com- 
mand to Tranſlate them ( which ſuppoſes into 
proſe, becauſe the Original 1s 10) but none to 
turn them into Meetre, which neceſlarily re= 
quires Paraphraſing, Changing the order of the 
Sentences, ſometimes adding and leaving out 
words ; And on that account ſeems to give Hu- 
man Wit too great a Liberty of treating the 


' Word of God as Men pleaſe : At leaſt, we muſt 


acknowledge that the Pſalms ſo ordered par- 
take of Human Frailty, and are hardly equal 
to the beſt meer Human Compoſures. When 
therefore we uſe ſuch Pſalms we ought to ule 


them as Human Gompolures only, and not as 
| God's 


Saw, 
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God's Word : And 'thus they are uſed by our 
people in our Aſlemblies, not as any main ſub- 


Gantial part of the Worſhip of God, but rather 


as a voluntary entertainment of Devotion, and 
a refreſhment to the people between the parts 
of the Service ; much leſs are they allowed by 
us to juſtle out the Palms and Hymns appoint- 
ed by God. | 
' 4+ As to the manner of ſinging the Pialms 
in Meetre, at preſent in uſe, both with you 
and us in ſome places, that is, the Miniſter or 
Clerks reading a line, and the people ſinging it 
after,it is a great interruption to the Maſick,and 
to the underſtanding of the Pſalm, by breaking 
the ſenſe of it, and in that reſpect very incon- 
venient, and is likewilc a late invention of our 
own, never uſed by any Foreign Church, either 
Popiſh or Reformed, for ought I can find, to 
this day ; and has been taken up to ſupply the 
negligence and lazineſs of people, who'will not 
now, as formerly, be at pains to get Pſalms by 
heart, or ſo much as procure Books, or learn 
to read them. 

5. Notwithſtanding . your Dire&ory re- 
quires the voice in ſinging Pſalms to be tuneable 
and gravely ordered, yet you have not only re- 
fuſed the Uſe of Inſtruments, (which are a na- 


tural means to help the Voice, and make it 
| tune - 
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tuneable, and are ufed by moſt of the Reformed 
- Churches in Europe, but have alſo determined it 
to be Unlawful. 
 T would intreat you to confider, that though 
| perhaps it may not be 1o proper to preſs the Ule 
of Inſtruments in the ſervice of God, in theſe 
parts, where ſo many, for want of being uſed 
to them, have entertained prejudices againſt 
them, and ſome are uncapable ot being atteed 
by them, yet the making them Unlawful, is 
againſt Nature and Scripture, and is on that 
accounta dangerous Fu perſtition, and Encroach- 
ment on Chriſtian Liberty. 

6. The ſame Superſtition and Encroach- 
ment it 13, not only to forbear to praiſe God in 
ſinging or ſaying Pſalms and Hymns by way of 
Reſponſes or Anſwering, (of which I have given 
ſuch Noble Precedents out of Scripture) but 
even to determine it to be Unlawful. 

Laſtly, I would entreat you to conſider, That 
foraſmuch as appears, you have altogether laid 
alide the Pſalms in Proſe, and the other Scrip- 
ture Hymns, that are of "God's immediate Appoint= 
ment, and for the Uſe of which we have the 
Exam ple of our Saviour and his Sarnts, inſomuch 
that they are no where uſed by you 1n the Prat- 
-ſes of God ; but in their ſtead you have ſubſtt- 


tuted, as 1s before obſerved, a tew Verſes of a 
Plalm 
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Plalm of Human Compoſure , without Scripture- 
Example or Precedent, and ſing them in a way 
that has nothing of Antient Practiſe, much leſs 
Scripture, for it, but is purely and immediately 
an Invention of Men. 

IV. The Caſe then between our Church and 
you, in this point, I think impartially 
ſtands thus : Our Church praiſes God every 
day with five or fix Pſalms , beſides other 
Hymns, of His Own Appointment, and 1n Hes own 
Words and Method,. and yet is deſerted and con- 
demned by you in this very point, as Teaching 
for Doctrines the Commandments of Men; whereas 
you, who only praiſe Him in a piece of a Plalm 
of a few Verſes, and in a Method of your own find- 
mg out, perſwade your ſelves that you keep the 
Ordinances of God pure and unmixed from Hu- 
man Invention, | 

This 1s a thing ſeriouſly to be confidered by 
you ; foras it is eaſie to think what all unpreju- 
diced Men will judge of it. now, 1o we may con- 
clude what God will judge it at the laſt day, If 
you 1n earneſt lay theſe things to heart, and re- 
flecton them, I perſwade my ſelf that they will 
at leaſt prevail with you to be modeſt in your 
Cenſures of us your Brethren; and prevent your 
Judging, much leſs Condemning us, or our man- 
ner of praiſing God, as Unacceptable to Him. 

| _ CHAP. 
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CHAT 
Of Prayer. 


| | Det. I. 
What the Holy Scriptures preſcribe concerning it. 


[, Et us now proceed to the Second main part 

| of the Worſhip of God, in the Publick 
Meetings of Chriſtians, which I obſerved was 
Prayer, or Supplication. 

And if we conſider what Rules, Directions, 
and Examples the Scriptures afford us for the 
performance of this Duty, we ſhall find, 
 That' they direct us to offer up our Prayers m a 

fet and - prepared Fornt of Words. That we may 
more clearly jadge of this matter, it will be fit 
to conſider the ſeveral parts of Prayer diſtinct- 
ly by themſelves; ſuch as Confeſsion, Supplication, 
"{nterceſſion, 8C. 

x. Confeſſron of our own Unworthineſs, and of 
God's Mercy, to aggravate it, is commonly look- 
ed-on as the firſt part of Prayer, and proper to 
- introduce our Supplications. Now 1n ſearching 
: the Scriptures we ſhall find expreſs Command 
B : E, to 
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to uſe a ſet Form of Words in both theſe ſorts 
of Confeſsion. So Deuteron, xxvi. 3. Thou ſhalt g0 
unto the Prieſt that ſhall be in thoſe days, and ſay unto 
him, I profeſs this day unto the Lord thy God, that 1 
am come unto the Countrey which the Lord ſware unto 
our fore-Fathers to give us. And then the Offerer 
was to make his Confeſſion, (verl.5 ) And thou 
ſhalt ſpeak and ſay before the Lord thy God, A Syrian 
ready to periſh was my Father, 8&c. Here we have a 
Form of Confeſſton of the perton'sUnworthin?ſs, and of 
God's Goodneſs and Mercy, together with a profeſ- 
fron of Obedience and dependance on Him, pre- 


1cribed by God Himſelf in ſet & prepared words. 


The ſame appears from Solomon's preſcribing a 
Form of Confefton for the penitent 1ſrae/ites, 
« Kings viil. 47. which words we find according- 
ly _— in Pſal, cy1. 6. and made part of a lar- 
ger Form of Confefion, to be uſed in their Capti- 
vity (as Solomon deſigned them ) which appears 
from the 47th Verſe of the fame Pſalm ( taken 
from the Form preſcribed by David, 1 Chre.xvi.35) 
And Damel, in his Form of Confeſſion in Captivity, 
(Chap.ix.verſ.;.) uſes the fame Form of Words :" 
From whence it appears that they were not left 
Arbitrarily to Choice, or Diſcretion, tho' other 
Words might be joyned with them, when there 


was occaſion to enlarge or vary the Form. 


Many of the P/ai/ms are Forms of Confeſſion, 
and 
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; and were uſed and daily Repeated by the Jewiſh 
+ Church: P/a/. li. was the Form of Confeſſion David 
| Prepared and usd, tor hisMurther and Adultery , 
and he not only uſed it himſelf, bur directed it 
to the Maſter of his Choire, to be uſed in the 
Publick Service, as appears from the Title of it. 
Pſal.Ixxviu. is a general Confeſs0n for the whole 
people, ſetting forth at large the Mercies of God 
to them, and their Ingratitude, Diſobedience and 
Rebellion ; and this not as a Pattern, but asa ſet 
and prepared Form, to be uſed in their publick 
Service : All which ſhew us that Addreſles to 
God in ſuch Forms, are of Divine Inſtitation, 
and are a warrant to us that he approves that our 
Confeſſion ſhould be made to him in that manner. 
2. The fecond part of Praver 1s Supplication for 
good things; and in this Caſe we have likewiſe 
the Commandment of God for a Form of Words, 
Deut.xxvi.13,15. Then thou ſhalt ſay before the Lord 
thy God, Lok down from thy holy Flabitation, from Hea-. 
ven, and bleſs thy people Iſrael, ani the Land which 
thou haft given us, as thou ſwareſt unto our Fathers, 
&c. $0 Ho. xiv. 2. Take with you words, and turn 
to the Lord your God, and ſay unto Him, Take away all 
[mquity, 8&C. Moſes i in the Wilderneſs uſed a ſet 
Form of 'Words to this purpole, and recommen- 
ded it to be uled by :the Church of God for ever, 
as is manifeſt from Pſal.xc. which has this Title, 
EF, 2 A 
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A Prayer of Moſes the Man of God. When. ſuch a 
perſon, by the Inſpiration of the holy Ghoft, ufed, 
and left to be uſed by us in our Supplications, *flach 
. a ſet and prepared Form of Words, we ought 
not to doubt but that manner of Addrels is ac- 
ceptable to God. COITIOES 

3- The third part of Prayer 1s Interceſſion in the 
behalf of others : Now Bleſling is an emi- 
nent ſort of Interceſſton, and for the uſe of a 1et 
Form of Words in this, we have likewiſe the 
Command of God , Numb.vi.23. On this wiſe 'ye 
hall bleſs the Children of Iſrael, ſaying unto them, The 
Lord bleſs thee and keep thee, &c. Here we have 
not onely a Bleſſing, but an earneſt Interceſton 
. with God for his people, and the Form and Words 
preſcribed by Himſelf, which were not to be 
uſed by mean 1gnorant people, (who are only now 
ſuppoſed by ſome to need the help-of Forms) but by 
Aaronand his Sons the Chief Prieſts: From which 
we may be aflured, That God approves that man- 
ner of Addreſs in our Blefings and Interceſsions 
for one another, not onely trom mean people; 
but from the greateſt. FEVER I 

4. The fourth part of Prayer confiſteth in Peti- 
tions for averting evil, commonly called Deprecati- 
om; and for this purpoſe, we have ſeveral-Forms 
preſcribed by God, Foel1i.14. Gather the Elders 
and all the Inhabitants of the Land into the Houſe of 
the 
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the:hord your:God; | and ſay arte the Lord, Ales, for 
the day,thedey of; the!Largvs atJonnd, G58 Ye have 
Gad's Commandment for another Form, 7oe/ 11. 
17-:Let the Prieſts, the Miniſters of the Lord, weep 
between the'\ Porch and- the, Altar, and let them ſay, 
Spare thy people, 0: Lord; apt: gina ape. FD ng PET itag 6 
to reproach, &c. From whenge it clearly follows, 
that. God approves the uſe of a, Form in this 
part; of Prayer, -tho' cormmonly, the, ,noft car- 
veſt  and- {importunate,. ; and- ſach | as. Jeems 
leafitto.' admit: of being boaynded by a. Form, 19 
that we haye the Approbation--and Command- 
ment of. Gad for the wie of ſet Form of; Wards, 

in all the parts of Prayer. ...- +; 14d hy53 
- TE And accordingly -.we; find Hoy, Men: of 
God, tho' full of Witdom and-of his Spirit, uſing 
the ſame ſet Form of Prayer always.,00 the 
ſame accafion... Thus the Sgriptures intoxm, 5 
concerning Moſes, Num.:X. 35»; When the Arkſet 


forward, Moſes ſaid, Kiſe | up, Lord, and tet thin? 
Enemes be.ſcattered, and let them that hate tbee, fee 
before thee, ; And: when it reſted, he ſag, Return, 
Lord, nto+ the many Thouſands of Ifrael,. From 
whence-it appears that. God approves the. ule 
of .one ſet conſtant Form, of Words,, in our 
' Prayers;as long.as;the occalign of repeatungthen 
: Sithe ſame; for ,I,preſamenans vill tulpect 
it was for want iof-Woxds, or of: the Sprit of Fray- 
EF , 
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er, chk \ Augde 'conffinied © HimſelF-4 = hw Form. 
'T ſhall add-further; that the ' whole Book of 
Pſalths is a*Colle&tion 'of Prayers of all forts : 
And there are few of rhem but what are molt. 
Excellent” Forms. 'of Prayer, expreſſed in tuch | 
pathetick; fignificant»and moving words, that 
we have Frear. reaſon' ts'thank God for farniſh- 
ing us with them, and which' we ican never 
hopeto equalby! any of our own invention, ſuch 
are: Shes 3, £281 7, 9 10,"12;c. On this account 
they were fed: 'by.'the 7e#5 as the conſtant Ser- 
vice and 'Litufzy performed in their Temple, 
as 'we may gather-trom what I for _— quC-. 
ted, 2 Chron. XXIX, 30. 

11, But perhaps ſome may think theſe Com- 
mands and Examples of ſet Forms of Prayer 
riot tobe a ſifficient Warrant to Chriſtians, be- 
cauſe they are taken out-of: the 0/4 Teſtament, 
before the Spirit was poured: out in ſo plentifu] 
a' meaſure, as under the Goſpel. I ſhall there- 
fore "proceed to examine the Commands and 

Examples of the New Teſtament, and here, 

1. 1 think it is certain that ous Saviour and his 
Apoſtles prayed by a Form, for they Joyned in the 
Worſhip of the Temple and Synagogues, which 
conſiſtedirr Plalms as I have already lhewed,and 
in ſome certain Forms of Prayers'added to them, 
and conſtantly uſed in their daily ' Service; as 

we 
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of We! learn), from.thoſe. that. give..an; Account.ot 


"Y 


Nh 


it 
1= 
Cr 


. the TewiſhWor ſhip at that *time. . , Mikto'mis pars 
Now. our Saviour and his Apoſtles. poſe , might be 
being: frequently preſentat their oe = 
Service, both 1 1n: the Temple and _ _. author thiaks ic 
Synagogues,. 'tis. manifeſt they - * confine him: 
approved the manner of Addreſ- "OT 
ſing-themſclves, to God in a ſet Form of Words. 

2-; But our Savigzr has put this matter out of 
all diſpate with impartial Men, by preſcribing a 
Form to, his Diſciples, when they deſired him fo 
teach. them to pray as John taught his Diſciples. For 
we find his. way of Teaching them was not by 
direfting them to wait for the impulſes of the 
Spirit, and iminediate Inſpiration trom God of 
what they were to offer up to him ; We do not 
find him ſaying, When ye pray, ſpeak what ſhall then 
come into your minds, or . what ſhall be glen you in 
that hour, without taking thought about what they 


| thould ſay ; as He did in another caſe, that is, 


when they ſhould be broyght before Governours 
and Kings for his ſake, Mat. - 19. But in ad- 
drefling themſelves to God, he preſcribed them 
a Form of Words, and Commanded- them to ule 
it, Luke x1, 2. And he ſaid unto them When ye pray, 
ſay, Our Father which art in Heaven, &c. Here is an 
expreſs Command of Chriſt to his Diſciples ta 
uſe theſe Words when they pray, Our Father, &c. 

A. 
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A Cortirriattd for the uſt of a a % plain, thint | | 
it is impoſſible to'expreſfs itin clearer terms. * \ 'k 


'Tis not to be doubted but Religious Perſons | | 


among. the. Jews ofterd up conſtantly -prayers 


to God; 'We lee it'1n David, Pjal. Iv. 15: and in 
Banel, Chapyi.1o. And no dottbtthe Difeiples of | 


our Saviour were not wanting in this Duty, nor 
in skill to perform it,fince we find that other de- 


vout Perſons of their time had their hours: of + 


Prayer, as we ſee in Aﬀs iii. e.  'Therefors what 
they deſired of our Saviour, was' 'not to' teach 


them abſolutely, or in general, to pray, but to | 
teach them to pray as John alſ taupht bis Diſci 


ples ; that is, to give them'a Form of Prayer proz 
per to His Inſtitution, as they faw the Ditciples of 
Moſes and John had proper to theirs. : Upon 
which our. Saviour gave them. the Lord S=-Prayer, 
as a ſummary of the mam pomts' of his Dottrine, 
and as a conſtant badge of their being his' Difci- 
ples; As if he ſhould have ſaid, When ever you of 
fer up to God your uſual Prayers, whith Religious Cu- 
ftom has taught you, as Jews and Diſciples of Moſes, 

or of Jobn, whether in Secret oy Publick, add this at 
ways to your other prayers, for a continual Remembrance 
to you of theſe Duties, Priviledges and Qualifications 
which belong 'to you as My Diſciples, and as « means of 
obtaining Grace from your Heaven ly Father, to enable 


you to perſevere in them, The Lords-Prayer 1s there= 
fore 


—=TH.. 


at 
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'fore a badge of Our Profeſſion impoſed by Chriſt 
' himſelf, and to be uſed by Us, as we would be 
' accounted His Diſciples. 


| Neither will faying the Subſtance of it in 0- 


' ther Words of our own Invention, anſwer the 
' intent of this Command : Since 


x. We areſure the Subſtance of the Prayer is 


put by Chriſt in the moſt appolite and compre- 
| henfive Words that are poſſible, and therefore 


wholly to lay them aſide for others, 18 plainly to 
decline the choice of Words that Chriſt has made 
for us, and ſubſtitute leſs appoſite of our own, 


* .. to expreſs thoſe Petitions in. 


' 2. The more particularly any thing is Com- 
manded in the Worſhip of God, we ought to be 


' the more carefull to obſerve it, -and may be the 


- more confident, that God is - pleaſed with our 


| performance of it : {ſince therefore we are par- 
: ticularly Commanded, when we pray, to ſay, 


Our Father, &c, whatever other prayers we of- 


| fer to God, this ought not to be omitted. 


3- In general we are Commanded to. ofter up 
our deſires to God, and in particular to offer this 
Prayer. Thefe Commands agree very well toge- 


ther, and therefore the one ought not to juſtle 


; out the other: To lay afide the Prayer particu- 


: larly commanded by Chriſt, for others of our 
' own compoling, in puſuance- of 'the general 


Com- 


-  .: 2:14: 0 Sw. po  Chapat, | 7 
Command, is too apparently to AY our own. 
Invention to God's Command. 

. When we take the liberty to word our 
own Prayers, we may forget ſome things, we | 
may mix our own frailties and weakneſs in our | 
Petitions ; and this too often appears both in 
the matter and wording of them: The way 
therefore to ſupply theſe defe&s, and to obtain 
pardon for our Infirmities, is to uſe our Lords © 
perfect Prayer, not only as a Pattern for prayer, 
as ſome would bþave it, but likewiſe as a Form ne- 
ceflary to /. be uſed, to. correct what may be 
amiſs, or defective, in our own Prayers. . 

s. They who lay afide the words of the Lord's 
Prayer, are in danger to lay aſide ſome of the 
ſubſtance of it alſo ; particularly the ſubſtance - 
of that Petition , F, orgive us our Treſpaſſes as we | 
forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us ; For many | 
who lay aſide the Lord's Prayer, do neither in 
terms nor ſubſtance, ofter this Petition to God ; |* 
nay, are ſo far from making this the Condition of | 
their pardon, as Chriſt has taught us, that they |! 
publickly diſpute againſt the Form for this very 
reaſon : Tho' Chriſt, who. fore-law the Clje&ion 
which our Corruptions would be apt to make, has 
Anſwered it, and bound it upon us indiſpenſi- 
bly as our Duty, to ask Forgiveneſs on theſe * 
and no other terms, Matth,vises. And indeed if |: 

ſach |? 


; 
% 
! 4 
B 
8 
Lo] 

ded * 
F 
*: 
Y 


7 SOR Mn depo ns 
Y Lag CO Dor et F< DE 
-8 CR na Re), 


q hy = HS dT, A2, I A 


AER 5 
ora SC, P37 pt 4 by 
A PRO SS OI I NE hs a 
ORR os 00 0 oe OR IA 2h 


| Se.r. HoW wareanted by Scripttires 35 
'T _ Jach a Sentence had been preſcribed by our Lord 

- tobe only repeated. by Chriſtians once or oftner 
every day, it would have ſeemed but what was 
2 rm to mind them of that peculiar and in- 
diſpenſible Daty of their profeſ3:on. We ſee the 
Wiſdom of the Ancients, thought fit to reduce 
their Do#rine or [nſtrufions into Proverbs, or ſhort 
Sentences to be got by heart, and kept continual- 
ly in memory, as of great ' influence for guiding 
Mens Lives: and Actions ; and ſuch Sentences 
muſt be of 'much greater influence, when re- 
peated |1n the preſence of God, as theſe in our 
Lord's Prayer are required to be. 

prong —- This. Prayer being given us as a Badge 
of our. Profeſsion, a Surnmary of 'our Duty as 
Chriſtians, and a Formi of Sound Words, it 15 n0 more 
lawful to alter it, than to lay it aſide; and it 
2 would be the ſame preſumption and hazard. to 
2 ſubſtitute other words inſtead of Chriſts, in.this 
7 Prayer, which we are oblig'd always to uſe when 
] we pray, as to change the words of our Creed ; 
; orasit would be in a Battel to change the Word 
2 given by a General, or any part of it, and to 
2 retain onely the Genification of it. From 
7 all which'tis manifeſt that God has required Forms 
of Prayer to'be.uſed by as, both in the Old and 
2 New Teſtament. 
As to thedifference we find in the Lord's Prayer 
F 2 as 


Pk k = gens, TR 1 
*% ON TI Ne COSI») : 177% F : «yn 4 REY: 
s os I I OT wy BA CRF et Rd FYEY bs 2 Ne rt RE ne 


— k 


35 ©.  Of:prayer; Chap. II, 


as delivered by St. Matthew and St. Luke, 'tis to 


be obſerved” that our Saviour ſpake in the Syriac | 
or vulear Hebrew; and the Evangeliſts writ their | 
Goſpels in Greek : Now in the Syriack, one and the |! 
ſame word expreſſes both thoſe different words 


which the Evangeliſts'ufe in the ſame Petition, 
as Debts and Treſpaſſes, &#c. So that it 1s no real, 
but a ſeeming difference between them ; all the 
different Words being the ſame in the Original 
Language in which our Sawwur ipake.:- 

'* TY. As we have the Command of God, and: the 


Example of his Saints, for offering up our Prayers |; 
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to Him, in a ſet and prepared Form of Words, 


fo 'we have the like Example for joywng Voices, 
upon occa//mn, in offering theſe Words. Generally it 
is ſufficient that the Peop/e Joyn in their hearts 


with the words of publick Prayers, yet the 


Scriptures warrant alſo, on ſome Occafrens, their 
joyning their Voices. 7 


1. Thus we find the people of 1/7ael addrefling- : 
themſelves to God, Judges xx1.2. And the people | 
came ro the Houſe of God, and abode there till even 


b:fore God, and lift up their Voices, and wept ſore, and 


faid, O Lord God of Iſrael, why is this come to paſs in | 


{frael ? &c. 


2. In Hymns and Pſalms (which are allo - 


Prayers in great part, as I noted before) the 
people are generelly allowed by all (as being _ 
y 


4, 


4\7 Sect.1. How warranted by Scripture. 37 
0 ly warranted by Scripture) to joyn their Voices: 
c| So Moſes and the Children of 1/rael ſung unto 
| the Lord, Ezed.xv.r. 

= . In the New Teſtament ve have an Emi- 
s nent Example of this practiſe, As 1v.24. where 

- the Apoſtles and their Diſciples lift up their Voice 
 . to God with one accord, and ſaid, Lord thou art God, 
2  &c. If this prayer was immediately inſpired, 
| | as it ſeems it was, then the whole Aſſembly was 

- inſpired together, not only to think the fame 
> | Thing, but likewiſe to utter the fame Words . 
;; and the Spirit of God by it has atteſted the fit- 

' neſs and decency of a whole Congregation's pro- 
nouncing the ſame prayer together. It it had 
not been convenient that this ſhould be ſome 
times practiſed in our Chriſtian Aſlemblies, God 
would not have given us this Exainple. If the 
people were always to Jjoyn in their hearts only 
with our publick prayers, it would have been 
ſo here, for the Spirit of God woud not have 
led them to do an indecent rhing, or a thing un- 
fit for God's Worſhip. 

4. St. Paul and its joyned alſo their Voices in 
their prayers, as we may lee from Acts xv1.25. 
And at midnight Paul and Silas pray:d, and ſung 
praiſes unto God, and the priſoners heard them : 1 
know it may bealledged, That they ſung ther 
prayers which they oftered up to God on this Oc- 


caſion, 


38 Df P2aver. Chap.It. 7 
caſion, and on that account joyned therr Voices ;,, I | 
confeſs the Original favours this Inference ; but - 
if it be allowed that the Apoſtles ſung their pray- | 
ers together, it muſt be allowed that they might 
likewiſe ſay them together : For we find the 
Bleſled in Heaven oftering not only their praiſes 
together, but their prayers alſo; ſo Rev. vi. 16. 
They cried with a loud woice, ſaying, How long, O Lord, 
Holy and True, doft thou not Judge and Awvenge our 
Blood, &c. From all which it 1s manifeſt, that 
we are warranted by the Examples of God's peo- 
ple, both in the Old and New Teſtament, to joyn 
our Voices, as well as our Hearts, in ſome of * 
our publick Supplications to God ; and that this 
practice 1s no New Invention of Men. 

V. If we conſult the Scriptare, we ſhall find 
that it is the Prieſt's part to make publick In- 
terceſſon for the People, but yet ſo, that the 
People ought to bear a part by themſelves, and 
anſwer in the Service, which we commonly 
call Reſponſes. 

1. Theyare commanded to do it, P/al. cvi. 48. 
where after the Prayers and Praiſes of which 
the Pſalm conſiſts, are ended, it is added, 
Let all the people ſay, Amen, praiſe the Lord ; and ac- 
cordingly we find 1Chr. xv1.36. that the People ſaid 
Amen, and praiſed the Lord, And this is more fig= 
nally obſervable in that Solemn Service at the 
Dedi- 
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* Seck,r. Howwarranted by Scripture. 39 
= Dedication of Solomon's Temple, where we find 
_ 2 firſt the Prieſts and Levites praiſing God, 2 Chron. 
= v. 13. And faying, For he is good, for his mercy en- 
_ * dureth for ever, the uſual Form of Praiſing ſo often 
| repeated in the Pſalms, particularly in the 
| CXXxv1. which was probably uſed at that time. 
: Then Solomon, who built the Temple, performed 
: another part of the.Service, Chap. vi. 3. He bleſ- 
: fed, Firſt the People.z Secondly, He blefled and 
! thanked God for his Mercy, And Laſtly, ofter'd 
; that Divine Prayer of Dedication, which we 
2 find in that Chapter ; Then follow the burnt 
> Offerings and Sacrifices, which were peculiarly 
the Prieſt's ſhare of the Service, Chap. vii. And 
| Godgives his Approbation of their Praiſes, Pray= 
ers'& Offerings,by fending down Fire from Hea- 
ven to conſume their Sacrifices : And then laſt of 
all follows the people's part which they perform, 
* Chap.vil.3. They bowed themſelves with their faces to 
? the ground upon the pavement, and worſhipped and praiſ- 
ed the Lord, ſaying, Hz tis good, for bis Mercy enduz 
reth for ever. This Service was Ordered by the 
Spirit of Ged, and plainly ſhews us that He ap- 
proved of the people's having a ſhare or part 
peculiar to themſelves in his Worſhip. 
2. If it be ſaid thar this was the way of Wor- 
ſhiping God under the Law, which is now Aboz- 
2 liſhed and Unlawful, as well as the other Le- 
: vetical 
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4 _- , Of Paper: Chap.17, | 
vitical Ceremonies : The Apoſtles have anſwer'd | 
_ this, by continuing this practice in theChriſtian | 
Church ; and by admitting the people to bear a 
part in the publick Service, and to anſwer to | 
the prayers, have aſſured us that this is no Le- | 
gal Aboliſhed Ceremony. This is manifeſt from | 
x Gor. Xiv. 16. Elſe when thou ſbalt bleſs with the 
Spirit, how ſhall he that occupieth+ the room of the un- p. 
learned ſay Amen at thy giving" & thanks ? which | 
ſhews that even the unlearned had a part at- | 
{igned them in the Chriſtian Aſſemblies, It | 
may be added to this ( what I obſerved before, | 
Chap. 1. Seft. x. N. 4.) of the Reſponſes in praiſing | 
God, and of the Worſhip deſcribed in the Reve- i 
lations, where the Angels and Elders repreſent- | 
ing the Clergy, and the Multitude repreſenting | 
the people, bear each of them their diſtinct | 
arts ; in alluſion to what was done in the Chri- | 
{tian Aſſemblies, And this is a clear proof, that 
the people bare a part, and anſwered to the | 
bleſſings and prayers of him that Officiated, | 
ever ſince the Chriſtian Worſhip was Eſta- | 
bliſhed. 
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| How Þ paniſedb bye our Church: 47 


Sect, 2, 
The Rules and Praftice of Our Church 


concerning Prayer. 


Aving thus ſeen the Direftions and E:x- 
amples which the Scriptures aftord us 
or the publick performance of our prayers to 
God, let us now confider the Worſhip of our 
Church, and compare it with Them; both 
as to the Words and Matter of Our Prayers. 
And to the comfort of us, who are of this Com- 
munion, it will clearly appear, 
r. That there isnot one thing we ask of God 
in them, which he has not particularly direfed 


us to ask, or any thing for which we ought to 


pray,t thatisomited. This advantage we have to- 
wards the proof of thispoint, that our prayers are 
fixed and ſtated,and may be examined by all that 
have a mind to be ſatisfy'd in them. An Ad- 
vantage we gain by putting them into a ſet and 


prepared Form of Words, according to the Com- 


mands of God, and the Examples of holy Men ; 
whereas 'tis impoſſible for ſuch as uſe only ex- 
tempore prayer, thus to juſtify their Service, 
becauſe their prayers are altogether uncertain, 
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A? Of Pzjayer. © Chap.IL 
2. Our Church requires the people to join 
their voices with the .Miniſter in ſome of the 
prayers, in which they are more particularly 
concerned, and which ſeera of the moſt general 
and greateſt motnent. Such. are the general 
confeſſions of ſin, and the Lord's Prayer. 

. Our Church has afligned for the people 
ſoine ſhort Anfwers or Reſponſes to our pray- 
ers, whereby they may be iſtirred up'to atten- 
tion, and ſignify their concurrence with 'the 
Miniſter. 'Thus to every prayer and bleſling 
they are obliged to anſwer Amen, as we find the 
people did inthe Church of Corinth ;, arid to Join 
Unanimouſly in ſotne other ſhort Eyjacalations 


to imiplore God's Merey,' or beſeech him to hear 


us. In all which 'I have already ſhewed we 
have the warrant of 'Seripture ;;' and it is plain 
to atr1y one that will be at the pains to conſider 
our Service, that we have taken the Rules 
thereof from Scripture, and haye not invented 
a Service out of our own Heads; and then (as 
is too often the Cuſtom of 1nowvators) endeaz 
vourcd to make the Scripture comply with it. 
The firſt Reformers of Our Church would never 
have retain'd and prepared Forms of Prayers, had 
they not found ſuch in Scripture: they would ne- 
ver have required the people to join their voices 


' in ſome prayer 5,and anſwer to others, if theEx- 
| | amples 


Sect3; How practiſed by Dilſenters. 43 
amples of Scripture had: not- led: them to it, 
They profeſſed; :and their deſign was to make 
the. Word of Ged their Rule ; and we fee how 
exactly they conformed to it in theſe particu- 
lars. I wiſh I could fay as-much for all other 
ways of Worſhip among Proteſtants. 


Deſk. Jo | 
. The Pradtice of thoſe who differ from Us. 


I. Nd here Imuſt intreat you of my Dio- 
ceſs, who Diſſent from Our Worſhip, 
ſerioufly to conſider with me, what it is which 
you have ſubſtituted in the place of theſe things 
which you have intirely laid afide, tho' fo ex- 
preſly direfted and warranted by Scripture ; 
and examine whether your. way have a ſolid 
Foundation in God?s Word, I ſhall endeavour to 
repreſent it with all fairnefs and impartiality, 
and leave-you to judge as God ſhall direct you, 
and'as you will agfwer itat the laft day. 
 Andherel findithat ſome of your #7:ters are of 
Opinion, That the Spirit of prayer is given to all the 
Children of God in ſome meaſure, fer enabling their 
Hearts to conceive, ani their Tongues to expreſs conz 
venient deſires to God; and-that therefore Forms of 
Prayer are-of no neceflary' uſe, cither in Publich 
G 2 or 
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or Private ;, on the | contrary, that they ſtint 
the Spirit, and hinder Men from ſtirring up or 
uſing the gift that God has given them. 
2. Others of you go further, and affirm that 
all Forms of Prayer are unlawful to Chriſtians, | 
and that therefore it is aſin to join inaWorſhip 
where they are uſed, or to be preſent at it. 
3+ That the Miniſter is the mouth of theCon- | 
gregation,and that he only is to ſpeak publickly 
to God in the behalf of the people, and that they 
are not to join their Voices, but their Hearts 
only with him. | 
Upon theſe principles you * forſake our Wors } 
ſhip, and many of you think it is a ſin to be 
ſo much as preſent at our Religious Aflemblies : 
It is of great importance therefore that you 
ſhould underſtand what the Scriptures deter- 
minein this matter ; for if our Worſhip ( which 
you thus forſake ) be p/ainly enjoined by Scrip- 
ture (as I think I have made it ſufficiently ap- 
pear 3 ) and theſe principles of Tour Worſhip, and 
Tour Practice purſuant to them, have no Foundaz 
_ tion in Scripture ; I cannot fee how Tou can an- } 
 * ſvwer your forſaking Our Aflemblics, to God and 
your. own Conſciences, Let us then conſider 
exci of theſe Principles apart, 
II. And firſt, for that poſition of your Dire- 
Glory, That the Spirit of Prayer is given to all the 
EE - : Children 
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Children of God in ſome meaſure , for enabling thei? 
Hearts to conceive, and their Tongues to expreſs; con- 

- venient Deſires to God ; I 1intreat you to conſider 
WY what Promiſe or Foundation it has in Scripture. [ 
, BE profeſs to you ſeriouſly, That upon the ſtricteſt 
> & Enquiry I could make, 1 never could find any-ſuch 
Promiſe made to all the Children of God, in the Old 

or New Teſtaments; neither did 1 ever- meet 

 & any Diflenter that was able to ſhew any ſuch, 
= Excluſive of the Uſe of Forms. If then there be 
BB romeſuch, as we may be well aſſured there is not, 
was it not too much preſumption in the Com- 
pilers of your Directory, to obtrude this DoGtrine 
on the World, or perſwade people to depend on 
it, and neglect the help of Forms, which the 
Scripture preſcribes, and recommends to us ? 
Nay, as there is no Promiſe for ſuch extraordi- 
nary Aſliſtance to all the Children of God to con- 
ceive prayer, 1o neither is there any Commandin 
Scripture, requiring us to worſhip or pray to God 
in a conceivd extemporary or unpremeditated 
prayer ; or ſo much as an Example in a ſettled 
ordinary Congregation where it was practiled. 
[{f then you can ſhew none of theſe in the Holy 
Scriptures, neither Promiſe nor Command, 'tisa plain 
caſe, that this Dofrine is a meer Invention of Men, 
and the Worſhip built on it a Vanity, in the ſence 
of our Saviour, Mark vii. 7, If my detign _ 
only 
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only to confute an Adverſary, what I have alrea- 
dy ſaid were ſufficient ; but this Spirit of Prayer 
Is a point of ſuch Conſequence, that I hope it 
will be both grateful and inſtructive to the Rea- 
dersof all ſorts, to explain it to them, and ſet 
it 1n as clear a light as [can ; which [ſhall do 
under the following Heads. | 

II. 1. Firſt therefore I doubt not but it will 
be granted, That whoever prayeth to God with 
Faith, Sincerity,Fervency, Love, Humility, Conformity to 
God's will, Underftanding, and Decency of Expreſſton, 
prays Acceptably to Him, and 15 endowed with 
the Spirit of Prayer ; and whoever prays without 
theſe, does want 1t, | Wo, 

2. I ſuppole no man of himſelf can attain 
theſe Graces thatare requiſite to make our pray- 
ers Acceptable, and that therefore we mult have 
the Aſſiſtance of Gods Spirit to beget them in 
us, 
3- 1 ſappoſe that it is poſlible for a man to ac- 
quire, by natural means, an ability to expreſs 
himſelf decently in prayer, tho' he cannot 10. 
acquire Faith, or any other inward Grace; fo 
that Decency of Expreſſion 1s the loweſt part of the 
Gift of Prayer, and not alwaies a part of it. 

4. I ſay that one praying by a Form may have 
all theſe Qualifications, and therefore his-pray- 
er may be acceptable to God, and:proceed-from 
his Spirit. Thus 


This may be'proved to the Diſlenters, r. From 
| the Aſſemblys Larger Catechiſm, which acknow - 
ledges it : For when the Queſtion is put, How is 
the Lord's Prayer to be uſed * The Anſwer is, The 
Lord's Prayer is not only for Direction, as a pattern ac- 
cording to which we are to make other prayers, but may 
be alſo uſed as a prayer, ſo that it be done with Under- 
ſtanding, Faith, Reverence, and other Graces, neceſſary 
to the right performance of rhe Duty of prayer. 2. Ma- 
ny of the Pſalms are (as I obſerved before) Forms 
of Prayer, and the Diflenters make no icruple to 
turn theſe Forms of Prayers into Meetre, and 
then ſing them Line by Line after the Miniſter. 
As for Example: The firſt Verſe of the fifth 
Palm, runs thus, in the Lran{ſlation they ule: 


Gibe ear unto my wozds, DO Lozd, 
Wy meditations weigh ; 

Hear my loudcry, my King, my God; 
Fo? I to the will pzay. 


This 1s as much a Form of Prayer, as any in the 
Litany,andby their uſing it as they do,they plainly 
practiſe praying by a Form, And do further alſo allow 
that prayers, as well as praiſes, may be offered to 
God with finging, and that they may repeat their 
Forms of prayer after the Miniſter. With what 
reaſon then can it be faid againſt us, That a 
Form 
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Form of Prayer ſang in Verſe, and after the Mi- 
niſter's Reading it, is Commendable ; but the 
ſame ſaid or ſung in Proſe, is Unlawful? 

5. Extemporary conceived prayers may want 
theſe ſpiritual qualifications of prayer, as I believe 
will not be denied by thoſe that contend moſt for 
them, and they often are manifeſtly deficient ; 
being ſometimes performed without Reverence 
or Decency of Expreſſion, and by ſome even 
without Underſtanding; and where theſe qua- 
lifications are found, others may be wanting. 
Lhe Scriptures obſerve, That a man may make long 
prayers, and yet have a mind diſpos'd to dewour 
Widows Houſes, He may want Faith, Humility, | 
Fervency, and Affiance in God, and yet be able to | 
pray without a Form: And therefore ſuch prayers | 
are not alyays Acceptable to God. 

6. Therefore when God promiſes the Spirit of 
Grace and of Supplications to his people, Zach.xi. 
10. this Promiſe doth not extend to enable all |} 
men who are God's Children, to conceive with 
their Hearts, and expreſs with their Mouths, 
convenient Deſires, without a Form : for as / 
{hewed before, every one to whom God gives a 
Heart and Diſpoſition to pray, has the _—_ of 
Prayer, and he who from this principle offers up 
his defires to God in a Form, prays Acceptably ; 
and he that offers them without that FO, 

| tno 
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tho' he do it in unpremeditated and extempora- 
ry words, is refed, and therefore the Spirit of 
prayer 1s the grace, the heart, the diſpoſition 
and ability to pray, and whether it be with, or 
without a Form, ſuch a Man's prayers are accep- 
table to God ; and 'tis greatly ſuperſtitious to 
think or teach otherwiſe. If God give us a heart 
to pray, and by his providence hath provided 
us a Form to expreſs our Deſires in, or enables us 
to make one, 'tis ſufficient, and we ought to be 
_ thankful. 
7. In confirmation of this Account of the Spi- 
Tit of Prayer, we may further obſerye, 
1. That no Wor/hip is Acceptable to God, that 
is not offer'd to Him in ' Spirit and Truth, John iv. 
24. and therefore the Scripture recommends to 
us prayers in and by the Spirit ; but that praying 
with the Spirit-, doth not ſignifie extemporary 
unpremeditated prayers, or exclude Forms, will 
appear from 1 Cor, xiv. 15. 1 will pray with the Spi- 
rit, I will pray with the Underſtanding, I will fing with 
the Spirit, I will fing with the Underſtanding alſo : 
Here we find ſinging with the. Spirit, 'as well as 
praying with it ; and whoever ſings otherwile, 
doth not worſhip God as he ought ; but tho' we 
are obliped to ſing with the Spirit, yet we muſt 
and ought to ſing in the Congregation, with a itt 
Form of Words, and therefore for the ſame —_ 
| H tho' 
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tho' we pray with the Spirit, we may prey by a ſet 
and prepared Form of Words : The moſ 
Songs conſiſt of a 1et Form of impoſed Words, and 


ſo may the moſt ſpiritual Prayers. Praymg there- | 
fore with the Spirit in this place, is fo far from 
meaning, or being an Argument for the Ule of 


extemporary unpremeditated prayers, that it 1s 
rather an Argument againſt them : For either 
we are obliged by it to ſing to God in extempo« 


rary Hymns, or we are not obliged to pray to | 


Him 1n extemporary Prayers; ſince it is Unrea- 
ſonable to interpret finging with the Spirit, 1n 
one ſenſe, and praying with the Spirit 1n a econ- 
trary. - 
2. And to confirm this further, we find the 


molt ſpiritual Perfons addreffing themſelves to | 
God in Ferms;, ſo did Moſes, ſo did David, as T | 


obſerved before; and ſo did our Saviour himfelt 
on the Croſs, when in his Agony he repeated the 


firſt Verſe of P/al. xxii, in Syriack, and as ſome | 
believe, the whole Pſalm; by which Ac, He re- | 


commendeth to us Forms of Prayer in his Dy- 
ing Breath, as the molt proper means of expreſ- 
fing our condition to God, and as moſt ſaitable 
to the Divine Majeſty ; and therefore praying---- 


m the Spirit, Epheſ. vi. 18. Praying in the holy Ghoſt, | 


Jade 20. and with the Spirit, x Cor. xiv. rg. fignifie 
praying with Grace in our Hearts, by the _ 
an 


ſpiritual 
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and Motion of the Holy Spirit : Anda man may 
as well pray with Grace in his Heart, when he 
prays by a Form, as {ing with Grace in his Heart, 
when he ings by a Form. 

3- We have a Pronuſe that God's Spirit will 
aſſiſt us with this Grace in our Hearts, but we 
have na Promiſe that He will help us to Words 
without the Uſe of Forms; as will appear 
from Rem, viii. 26. The Spirit alſs helpeth our Infirmi- 
ties, for we know not what we ſhould pray for as we 
ought, but rhe Spirit it ſelf maketh Interceſſon for us 
with groanings that cannot be uttered ; thoſe inward 
motions in the Heart, called here groanmgs, are 
that Grace in the Heart with which' we ought 
to pray, and to which the Spirit of God doth, 
and indeed only can help us, and to pray with this 
Grace; is'to pray in and with the Sprrit, whether 
we uſe words or no; and if we do. uſe them, 
| whether we reduce them into-a Form fir{t, or 

pour them forth as they preſent themſetves to 
our Minds; but we have no Promiſe that the 
Holy Gboft will always furnifh us with fit words 
on-all occaſions, and therefore ought not' to pre- 
fame that He will. 

4 Tiscertain that' he did furniſh ſome with 
ſuch words, for we find both: Prayers and Hymns 
dtated immediately by himz, of whnch-we have 
Examples-in the Hymns of the Blefled Youny 

H 2 an 
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and Zacharias, and in the Song or Prayer of Si-. 
meon, and in Afs iv. 24. - But then it is manifeſt 
that this wasan extraordinary Gift of God, and | 
a part of Prephecy, and we may not depend on 
the holy Ghoſt for this Gift, more then for any 
other Extraordinary Gift, till it be made appear 
that it was to continue alwaies in the Church, 
and to be communicated to All the Children of 
God. Praying, and ſinging the Praiſes of God, are 
Daties incumbent on all Chriſtians ; but we are 
no .more obliged to pray Extemporary Prayers, 
from any Example ef inſpired Men in Scripture, 
than to ſing Eztemporary Hymns from the like 
Examples;; to which yet none, I think, pre- | 

tend. © - ©: - X | OS HL 
5s. "Its very obſervable that even thoſe who 
compoſed their Prayers and- Hymns by inwmediate 
inſpiration, did not generally offer them to God 
in the Congregation till they had firſt reduced 
them into a Form : Thus David firſt penned his 
Pſalms, and then delivered them to be ſung, :1. 
Ch10n, xvi. 7. and 'tis probable the Prophets, 1. Gor. 
xX1v. .26. did the ſame, tor: they are ſappoſed, 
every one to have a Pſalm, a Doftrine, a Tongwe, a 
Kevwelation, &c, thatis, to have them ready, and 
reduced into Form for the uſe of the Church 
when they came together. That this is the mean- 
ing of having a Pſalm, &c. in this place, will ap- 
it | pear 
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pear very probable, not only from the words 
which naturally import this, and can hardly 
be otherwile interpreted, but likewiſe from the 
Apoſtles making a ditterence between what theſe 
Prophets had prepared, and what was revealed 
immediately at the time of their being together, 
| Serſ. 30. If any thing be revealed to another that jit- 


eth by, ket the firſt hold his peace. Which ſhews 


that theſe Pſalms, gc. were to give place to 
ſuch as were unmediately in{pired : Sofar were 
theſe inſpired Men from countenancing an ex- 
| temporary, unpremeditated way of ſerving 
God, except where there was an immediate Reves 
lation for it, and ſo utterly void of Scripture- 
proof is this great principle of the Diſenters Wor-= 


ſhip, tbat the Spirit of prayer 1s given to every one of 


S the Faithfull to enable them to concerve with the Heart 

_ andexpreſs with their Tongues their neceſſities to God 

without a. Form of Prayer. 5 

8. It lies therefore my Friends on your Teach- 
ers whoare of this perſuaſion, to produce plain 
Scripture for your principles, or elſe to confeſs 
| that you haye laid. aſide Prayers by Forms com- 
manded byGed,and practiſed by holy Men inScrip- 
tures, to make room for this way of Praying of 
Men's own inyention. But- further that place, 
Fccl. v. 1.2. ſeems to me to afford a.{trong Argu- 
ment againſt ſuch Prayers, | If hen thou goeſt to the 
Houſe 
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Houſe of God,---=-- Be not raſh with thy Mouth, and 
tet not thy Heart be haſty to utter any thing before God 
for God is in Heaven, and thou upon Earth : There- 
fore let thy words be few, It is hard to ſay what 
it is to be raſh with our Mouths, or haſty to utter 
any thing before God, if it be not raſhneſh to 
truſt the expreſſing all our deſires to ſuch un- 
certain and unpremeditated words, as our in- 
vention ſuggeſts unto us, when we come before | 
him, which ( as I have ſhewed ) the Scriptures | 
give us no promiſe of being ſupplied to us by | 
the Spirit on ordinary occaſions. I appeal to 


you whether it would not be looked on as raſh- ill 
neſs for an ordinary perſon to ſpeak to a Prince, 


or ſolemn Aſſembly,concerning a matter of great | 
moment, in words unpremeditated and unform- | 
ed, and we ſhall hardly find any ſo raſh as to | 


venture on it. King So/omon here ſeems to have il 


recommended the fame modeſty to Men in their 
Addreſles to God. 
9. But in as much as God has not expreſsly 
forbidden all eztemporary prayers, I would not be 
underſtood by this:to condemn all ſuch as un- 
lawful. There may be ſome Men ( tho'not ve- 
ry many ) able to expreſs themſelves fignificant- } 
ly and decently, extempore ; and there arefome | 
occaſions that require it even in Publick; and'on | 
theſe occaſions, when. a Man has- not time al- 


lowed 
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lowed him to reduce his deſires into form before 
he offers them, he may depend on the aſſiſtance 
of God's Spirit, as we may in all other caſes of 
of neceſlity, or at leaſt hope tor pardon of courſe 
to our infirmities : But to depend on that Spi- 
rit, and neglett the means God has given us to 
provide our ſelves, looks 1o like tempting him, 
that we ought carefully to avoid it: And TI find 
Prudent Modeſt Men are aware of this, and 
tho' they be very famous for extemporary pray - 
ers, yet they pray really as much by a Form as 
if they had the Commen-Prayer before them. The 
S ſecret 1s only this, they compoſe Forms of Pray- 
q er of ſeveral ſorts, digeſt them well in their 
minds, and commit them to memory ; 1o that 
they can on occaſion tranſpoſe the parts of 
them, change, add, or leave out, as they ſee rea- 
ſon ; and thus they are in effet provided with 
a Form, tho' the people cannot perceive it, and 
admire them for their readineſs and fluency, 
It is ealie for any Man of Moderate Parts to 
manage the matter thus, but the more 1gno- 
rant and ordinary Preachers that know not, 
or are not capable of the method of it, fall into 
very indecent and yain repetitions, and are often 
at a loſs when they ſtrive to praftiſe this way of 
Addrefling to God. 

Another account may be given of theſe ſeem- 
ing 
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ing Extemporary Prayers not much different 


from the former, namely, That good Men who | 
make a Conſcience of ſecret prayer to God, and | 
have grown up in a conſtant Diſcharge of this | 
Duty, do by degrees fall into' a Form even with | 
themſelves ; for how much ſoever their prayers | 
vere Extempore at firſt, yet having continual Occa- | 
fron of praying to God for the ſame things, they |: 
find in time that there is but one beſt -way of |. 
expreſling the ſame thing ; which neceſlarily | 
TJeads to a form. However, the various ways they | 
made uſe of before they ſettled on one, ſerve | 
them as ſo many forms when they come in pub- Þ 
lick : And by changing of theſe, they ſeem to | 


pray extempore. 


ro. Laſtly, let me obſerve that the uſe of Ez- | 
temporary conceived prayers,evenin caſes of neceſſity, | 
is founded on a general Rule of Scripture only, | 
which commands us to ask of God what we lack; | 
Of which Rule our own prudence makes the | 
Application in ſuch extemporary occaſions, but | 
when we ſet up this Human Application of this | 
general Rule in oppoſition to that particular | 
manner of asking, commanded by God, and pra- | 
Aifed by Holy Men, which is by ſet and preme- |} 
ditated Forms, in the ordinary Worſhip of God, | 
and turn God's way out of his Worſhip, to make | 


room for one of our own ; This is to diſplace a | 
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| particular command of God on pretence of guid- 
ing our felves by a general one : In which we 


Z are not. only more liable to miſtakes, but we 


Z fail of paying due reſpect to God's Directions. 
3 For general Commands ought only to take 
place in ſuch Caſes where God has not laid down 
a particular Rule. | 

And thus I have examined the Firſt Princi- 
* ple of Diſſenters ; That the Spirit of Prayer is given 
; to all the Children of God, whereby they are enabled 
x to conceive with the Heart, and expreſs with the Mouth 
s convement deſires to God. 

4 TV. Icome now to ſpeak to the Second, That 
J all Forms of Prayer are Unlawful to Chriſtians, and 
y that it is a in to join in a Worſbip where they are uſed, 
y or ſo much as to be preſent at it. If there be any of 
; you for whom I intend theſe Papers of this opi- 
7 nion, as I fear ſome of you are, and all of you 
Z do in your practice comply with thoſe that 
y maintain it, and therefore cannot acquit your 
q ſelves from countenancing it; I defire you to 
4 obſerve that if there were no harm 1n the op1- 
g nion, or if it were a meer Speculation, we ſhould 
E not be much concerned at their miſtake. But 
9 by what I have ſhewed of the Scripture Autho- 
g rity of Forms, it is plain that they who main- 
tain this principle, do not only teach for Dorines 
the Commandments of Men, but in effect ſet them - 

I ſelves 
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ſelves up above Chriſt, and countermand what || 
he has required. They not only add to the | 
Goſpel a new command; by Teaching that to be |} 
unlawful which Chriſt has no where condernned, | 
but they Teach that to be unlawful which he a 
has poſitively commanded. Whoever there- | 
fore do Teach Forms of Prayer to'be unlawful, or |: 
countenance thoſe that do Teach this Do&rine ; 
of Men, cannot acquit themſelves from the im- || 


putation of reſiſting the Holy Ghoſt, by whoſe in- || 
{piration the word of God is penned. 7 
I can foreſee only one thing that can be alledg-}| 
ed in favour of thofe who maintain this opinion, |} : 
and 'tis, that to pray with, or without a Þ ora! , 
( excepting the Lords-Prayer ) is 1n 1t felf indifte- |} , 
rent, and that therefore the aſſerting the uſe] . 
of Forms is. iot a matter of ſuch weight, as to} 
juſtify our contending with our Brethren about | E 
it; and that it ſeems uncharitable in us to inſiſt | Iu 
on a thing which they are tully perſwaded is| 3 
unlawful, and weour ſelves count indifferent. | 1, 
1. 4, But i in Anſwer to this, it is to be obſerved, |: 1 
' Firſt, That anopinion which neceſlarily divides| . f 
him who believes it fromthe Communion of allfif :; 
the Eſtabliſhed Churches in the World cannot « 
be of 10 little moment as the objection would | F 


make it. And 1ach 1s this opinion of the un-| 
lawfulneſs of Ferms of Prayer ; ſince there _—_— 
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| is, nor has been any Eſtabliſhed 
|} Church theſe 1500 years, but has _ 5 Pwr! and 
|} maintained their Lawfulneſs, and pig. 
| uſed them in the Service of God, and 
| therefore whoever believes them to be unlaw- 
| ful, in whatever Age he had lived, he muſt 
[7 have ſeparated-from all the Eſtabliſhed Churches 
| of the World at that time ; and ſurely an opi- 
3} nion that neceſlarily produces ſuch a Diviſion 
| muſt be of mighty conſequence, whether true 
|? or falſe, & ought to be carefully examined, and 
7 if falſe, to: be zealouſly oppoſed. ' Bat, 
© 2. I ſuppoſe it will be granted, that eating 
1 Swines Fleſh, or drinking Wine, are as indiffe- 
7 rent as uſing a Form of Prayer, and of leſs concern 
$} to the Souls of Men, and that therefore to Teach 
7 theſe to be unlawtul would be as innocent a 
7 miſtake as to Teach the unlawfulneſs of Forms. 
q For if we compare theſe two Dottrines together, 
J and the miſchiefs that each of them have, or 
"17 may hereafter produce, It is hardly conceiva- 
} ble that the forbidding the uſe of ſome particu- 


# lar Meats ſhould have ſo many ill effes as the 
| g forbidding Forms of prayer has had already. Yet 
| it is obſervable how St, Paul judges of that Do- 
| ttrine, 1 7im.1v.r. Inthe latter times( ſaith he ) ſome 


1 hall depart from the F aith, giving heed to ſeducing Spi- 
rits and Doctrines of Devils--- Forbidding to Marry, 
S 2 and 


4) 
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and to abſtain from Meats, whith God hath Created tt 
be received with Thankſgiving, You ſee here St. Poull: 
counts it a departure from the Faith, and af! 
Doctrine of Devils to forbid, as unlawful in it} 
 tklf, any ſort of Meat which God has Created|] 
for the uſe of Man; and if it be ſo Criminal to 7 
Teach any ſort of Meat to beunelean when Ged| 3 
has not forbidden it, then ſure to Teach a Forn|3 
of Prayer to be unlawfal , when God has com-|} 
manded it, muſt be a very ill Doctrine. And 
this conſideration alone ought to (make thoſe? 
who maintain it, or any ſach Do&rine whereby | 
they are obliged to condemn their Brethren as|' 
practiſing unlawfal things, to examine 1t care-|! 
tully and impartially by the word of God, leſt}! 
they be impoſed' on by Seducing Spirits. [ 
The great Deſign of the Devil 1s to bring us}! 
iato an intire ſubjeEtion to his will. But when} 
he deſpairs of this, his next Attempt is to ſhare} 1 
with God in our Obedience; and impoſe new | 
Commands of his O-n upon us, as if they were| , 
God's, and ſo to procure himſelf to be obeyd. This ] 
hedoth moſt ſucceſsfully by giving them an ap-|! 
pearance of Religion, and of more than ordinary} 
ſtricineſs. Thus in St, Paul's time; under colour 
of Mortification, he forbad Meats and Marriage, as 
Unlayful, which God had allowed; ſpeaking Lies 1 inl 


Hypocrifee, and under ny of Religion, And thus 'tis|1 
to - 
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to be feared he has prevailed on ſome under co- 
lour of greater ſpirituality, to abſtain from Forms of 
Prayer, as Unlawful, which God has enjoyned. 

And here 1t 1s very remarkable, that where- 
ever the Devil gains this point with men, and 
brings them to believe a thing to be forbidden 
by God, which he has not forbidden, he ſoon 
brings a ſuper-added Command of his Own, in Com- 
petition with ſome of God's, and prevails with 
them to prefer his Commands to God's; and fo 
plungeth them into direct Drſobedience, which 
was his Deſign at firſt. Thus when he had pre- 
vailed with Men toabſtain from Marriage, they 
ſoon fell not only to Commit Formcation, but even, 
1n ſome caſes, to Allow it, rather than Marriage, 
as the Papiſts do: And by perſwading Men to 
abſtain from Forms of Prayer, as Unlawfal, he 
has deprived them in many places of all oppor- 
tunity of Pablick Worſhip, and made them chooſe 
rather not to ſerve God at all in Pablick, than 
with a Form; which is the cate of many Thou- 
ſands now in this Kingdom, who worthip God 
publickly no where. Burt, 

3- This Doctrine of the Unlawfulneſs of pray- 
ing by Forms, is no ſach indifferent thing, that 
we may ſafely indulge Men in their own ſenſe 
about it : Since it is very apt to. puft them up, 
and make them take talle meafures an Jadging of 

| ener 
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their own Condition, and of the influence of 
God's Spirit upon them. 


We know -that all good Men have the Spirit of 


God, and are guided and influenced by it in the 
whole tenor of their Lives; we make no doubt 
but they are aſliſted by Him in their prayers, 
but no leis in forgiving an Injury, or reſiſting a 
Temptation ; and his influence on a good Man's 
Mind 1s rather greater and more ſenſible in theſe 
and other Acts of Religion, than in Prayer. Love, 
7oy, Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, 

Meekneſs, Temperance, are the Fruits of the Spirit, 

Gal. v.22. And it 1s principally by theſe we 
ought to conclude that we have that Spirit. But 
the Opinion of the Unlawfalne(s of Forms of Pray- 
er, on a per{waſion that the Spirit of God enables 
every Child of God to concerve with the Heart, and ex- 
preſs with the Mouth ſuitable Defrres, entitles every 
one to God's Spirit in ſome meaſure, that is able 
to expreſs himſelf in apt and fluent Words, tho' 

without the other Graces of the Spirit, and ex- 
poſes every one to deſpair that is not able to do 
this, as looking on himſelf to be deſtitute of 
the Spirit, tho' otherwiſe meek, humble, and 
charitable, and endowed with ſuch Graces as are 
much wore certain ſigns of his preſence. Nay, 
ſo far are many deluded by this Opinion, that 
they judge themſelves or others — «1 


Ff Ct EAR PEST IN ey % Ar ee; —Yv 
. _ ar ISS oy NS. LEES SE SOT Fs 3 RP rd Land BF aaadeeey 4 yo} ——_ enix og ” FI 
ONT dre LIE. OR ITS EYE Fong on OS 8 TOS ROAM OG PETE OR I RE te Fa. = aps 
bo $ oy NT: Sys SE CH ADE AEST ITED» RY 6; WAIT AE” BL. OO II OUS ENS AIE,. 
: Wy” v Is * 3: F 0s ET 3. Gb nes os DG "25, 95 SY 


Sect.3, How p2attifed by Diflenters, 63 
God, and in his Favour, according as they are 
more or leſs endowed with this Gift, with- 
out reſpe&ct to other Qualifications. And I dare 
appeal to your ſelves, Whether ſome very Immoral 
Per ſons, gailty of groſs and ſcandalous Crimes, have 
not been eminent for this Gift of Prayer? And 
whether ſuch perſons are not apt to flatter 
themſelves that they are the Children of God, 
and endowed with his Spirit, notwithſtanding 
all their Wickedneſs? And it is impoſlible et- 
ther to convince theſe perfons of their miſtake, 
or to comfort poor 1gnorant people, dejefted only 
for want of this Gitt, whilſt they are poſſeſſed 


with this Opinicn of the Unlawfulneſs of Forms. 


Which 1n the 4th place ought not to be coun- 
tenanced or indulged asan indifferent thing, be- 
cauſe 1t has been a great hindrance to ſecret De- 
wetion ; Every Chriſtian ought at leaſt twice a 
day to addreſs himſelf to God in ſecret prayer ; 
but a great part of the World cannot do it without 
a Form; Children and ignorant perſons are at a {oſs for 
Words, and even other people are often not able to 
find them readily, eſpecially when wearied, dull, 
or indiſpoſed, as is ſometimes the condition of the 
the beſt Chriſtians; this makes ſecret prayer, 
at leaſt 4 conſtant regular courſe of it, uneaſie to 
moſt that are abſolutely againit all Uſe of Form F, 
and 1t occaſions too many to neglect it, which 
otherwtle 
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otherwiſe would not: And as for Children and 
72norant people, amongſt thoſe of this Perſwaſion, 
I am well aſſured many of them never bow 
their Knees in ſecret to God; and ſeveral of thoſe 
that are grown up, are forced to ſpeak aloud, or 
cannot pray at all, which is againſt the nature 
+ of ſecret Prayer; and expoſes not only the Per- 
fons that uſe it to the cenſure of Hypocriſy, but the 
Daty to Gontempt. *Tis on this account that the 
ptous Cuſtom of Training up Young People to a 
conſtant courſe of Devotion, in thetr morning and 
evening ſecret Prayers, is too univerſally laid 
aſide among you, as I have found by experience, 
and for the truth of the Obſervation I dare ap- 
peal to all of the Dienters. On the contrary I am 
well afſlured that there cannot be'a more cffe- 
ctual or eaſy method to revive and continue this 
regular and conſtant ule of ſecret prayers, than 
to oblige every one to ſome certain Forms every 
Morning and Evening, which they may not 
omit, whatever other prayersthey uſe: But this 
can never b2 done whilſt the opinion of the un- 
lawfulneſs of forms prevails; and therefore all 
zood people are obliged to oppoſe it, as they 
would retrieve the conſtant uſe of ſecret pray- 
ers; which ſhews that this is no indifferent mat- 
ter, as the objettion would ſuggeſt, but of great 

weight and fit to be cantended for, 
| I 
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I will not mention ſome other Reaſons that are 
of great moment, becauſe they would but ex- 
aſperate, and tend to maks the Daty of Prayer, 
when performed extempore, ridicalous, which ill 
men might extend (as it too often happens) to 
expole Devotion in general ; ſuch are the inde- 
cent Expreſſions which ſometimes fall from per- 
{ons that pray thus: / will only obſerve to you, 
that Eztemporary Prayers of ſome Preachers have 
too often given occaſion of Offence to ſerious 
perſons even among your ſelves. Tis certain, 
that*to-print ſome of them, as they have been 
tpoken, as thoſe that we make uſe of are _ 
ed, would not be for the Honwr of the Holy Spi- 
rit, to whom they are aſcribed, nor much re- 


1 commend them to ſerious Men. But I eſteem 


it an ill thing for Men to ridicule one anothers 
Dewotion, whatever it 1s. 

V. There remains yet the Third Opinion of 
Difjenters which they advance againſt us in. this 
matter of Prayer, to be Examined, That the Mi- 
nifter is the Mouth of the Congregation, and that the 
People have nothing to d» but to joyn with him in their 
Hearts ; An Opinion far from any Authority of 
Scripture, which expreſly requires us, AKom. xv. 
6. with one Mind, and on? /Mouth, to elrifi Gol ; 
We produce this, and many other places and 


Examples in Scripture, for the People's jovning 
theiy 
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their Voices, and bearing a part in their prat- 
ſes and prayers; and we are aflured there 1s no 
Scripture forbids it; and therefore when you 
Condemn it, or teach it to be Unlawful, we 
muſt charge it upon Tou, as an inſtance of 
Your Teaching for Doftrines the Commandments of 


Men. Which is all [ think needful to be ſaid 


to this Head, after what 1 have ſhewed before 
in defence of our contrary praftiſe from Scrip- 
ture; and, I think, ſufficient to induce you 1c- 
riouſly to conſider it. * 

And thus, I preſume, I have faithfully exami- 


ned the Rules and Exarhples the Scriptures - 


afford us for the performance of that part of 
our publick Worſhip that conſiſts in Prayers, 
and compared the Service of our Church, and 
the D:ſſenters way of Praying, with them, and 
made 1t appear that our performance of this 
Daty, both as to the Matter and Manner, is 
agrecable to the Commandments of God, and 
to the Examples of Holy Men recorded in 
Scripture : And that the Service the Diſſen- 
ters have ſubſtituted in the room thereof, has 
in many particulars laid aſide God's Com- 
mands, and deſerted the Examples of Scrip- 
ture, and is in the main part thereof an im- 

mediate Invention of Men. 
And I intreat you who are of this — 
on, 
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ſion, and adhere to theſe Principles of Worſhip 
which 1 have now mentioned, and ſhewed to 
be diſagreeable to Scripture, to conſider ſeriouſly 
whether you are not thereby literally guilty of 
that Sin with which our Savior taxeth the 
Jews , Mark vii. 7. of Teaching for DoCtrines the 
Commandments of Men, And alſo of that Su- 
per{tition condemned by St. Paul , Col. it. 21. 
_ which ſaith, Touch not, taſte not, handle not, (that 
1s, which teaches to forbear thoſe things which 
God has made Lawful) after the Dofrines and Com- 
| mandments of Men: And I beleech God to in- 
! lighten your Minds to make a true Judgement 
| init, that you may deliver your Souls. 
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CHAP. IL 
Of Hearing. | 
Deſt. I. 


4 


What the Holy Scriptures preſcribe concerning it, 


I. NE. great deſign of Our Chriſtian Afſ- 
| ſemblies 1s Hearing, and that which 1s 
to be heard is the Word of God. TI ſhall proceed in 
examining this, in the lame manner as I have 
done in the former Chapters; And conſider, 
Firſt, What Directions the Scriptures afford us 
for the publick performance of this Duty. Se- 
condly , Shall compare our own practice with 
them. And, Thirdly, Lhat of the Drſenters, -—- - 
Firſt then, God has poſitively Commanded us 
to read His Word in our publick Afemblies. So 
Deut. XXX1. 10. In the feaſt of Tabernacles, when all 
Iſrael is. come to appear before the Lord thy God, in the 
place where the Lord ſhall chooſe. T hou ſhalt read this 
Law before all Iſrael in their Hearing. Gather the 
people together, Men, Women and Children, and thy 
vtranger that is within thy gates, that they may hear, 
and 


. 
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and that they may learn, and fear the Lord your God, 
and obſerve to do all the Words of this Law. And 'tis 
obſerved, 7oſ, viii. 35. -that there was not a word 0 

all that Moſes CTY which Joſhua read not be 
fore all the Congregation. 

Neither was this confined to their Solemn |: | 
Aſſemblies at Jeruſalem; It was likewiſe a con- Hy) 
ſtant part of their Sabbath Service in their Syna=- 
Logues, As we may learn from Aes xiii. 14, 
where it is obſerved, that Paul and Barnabas went 
into the Synagogue 0n the Sabbath day, and ſate down ;, 

| and after the reading of the Law and the Prophets, We | 
| Rulers of the Synagogue ſent unto them, (Fc. and St. k 
| Paul takes notice, verſ. 27. that the Prophets were [: 
read every Sabbath day, meaning undoubtedly in 
their Aſſemblies. And St. James ( Ads xv. 2 1.) 
of Moſes his being read in the Synagogues every Sab- 
bath day. 

IT. This reading the Law was the great, and 
moſt effecual means God provided for preler- 
ving the knowledge of himleltamong(t his peo- 
ple; and where it was omitted, the people im- 
mediately ſunk into 1dolatry; and the beſt Refor- 
mation began, and was carr ted on by Reſtoring; 
” Ordinance. Thus '"ois obſerved of 7o/zab, 

Chren. XXX1v. 29. that he gathered together all 
the Elders of Judah and Ferujalem---- And ail the 
Inhabitants of Feruſalem, and the Pri ſts and the Le- 


Utes, 


Of Hearing.  Chap.III. 
wites, and all the people great and ſmall, and he read | 
in their ears all the words of the book of the- Covenant | 
that was found in the Houſe of the Lord. The like F 
is obſerved off Ezra, Neb. viii. 3. 4nd he read there- 
in before the ſtreet that was before the Water-gate, from 
Morning untill Mid-day, before the Men and the Wo- 
men, and all that could underftand. "Tis remarkable 
that after the Captivity, the 7ews never fell into 
Holatry : and the chief reaſon given by them- 
ſelves was the ſtrict Obſervation of this Ordi- 
nance of Ged, the Law being conſtantly read 
to them afterwards publickly in their Syna- 
gogues; fo powerfully doth God bleſs his own 
Ordinances to preſerve thoſe that uſe them from 
Error and Sin. | 

III. From the praftice of the Synagogue in 
reading the Law and the Prophets, the like Order 
was brought into the Chriſtian Church ; and 
Reading was made a part of the Office of the Chr1- 
ſftian Elders, as it was before of the Jewiſh. And 
henceit 1s that Timothy is Gommanded by St. Paal, 
1 Tim.1v. 13. To give attendance to Reading as well 
as to Exhortation and Doctrine. And the infpired 
Writings of the Apoſtles were read in the Chri- 
ſtian Aſſemblies, as well as the Law and Pro- 
phets among the Jews ;, According to' St. Paal's 
Command, Cel. iv. 16. ben this Epiftle is read a- 
mongſt you, cauſe that it alſo be read in tht Church -4 
| tre 
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the Laodiceans, and that ye likewiſe read the Epiftle 
from Laodicea. And it was but reaſon, ſince the 
Goſpel contained the Chriſtian Law, that it 
ſhould be read 1n the Chriſtian Aſſemblies, as well 
as the Law of Moſes was in the Synagogues. And 
that it was fo read in the firſt Chriſtian Afem- 
blies, I might ſhew by many inſtances out of the 
Antient Fathers, if there were occaſion. 

IV. This publick Reading the Law was of ſo 
great Reputation, that it is termed Preaching it ; 
as we may ſee from Ads xv. 21. For Moſes of old 
time hath in every City them that preach him, being read 
in the Synagogues every Sabbath day, The word 
Preaching has a peculiar ſenſe in the New Teſta- 
ment, and ſignifies properly to Declare or Pro- 
claim the Word of God, as a Herauld or Cryer 
proclaimes the Laws or Orders of a King. 
Hence only thoſe that Proclaim'd the Goſpel to 
ſach as had not heard it before, or read the Od 
Teſtament to the people, are ſaid to Preach. Preach- 
ing is diftinguiſhed from Teaching and Ezbortation 
and 'tis obſervable, that in the whole New Teſta- 
ment, tho' reading the Scriptures is called Preach- 
ing, yet interpreting them, applying them,or ex- 
horting the people from them in a Chriſtian 
Auditory, 1s never called by that name. 

If it be objefted that S?. Paul is ſaid to preach to 
the Diſciples, As xx. 7, when he only 1n pro- 
bability 


25 Of Hearing. © Chap 


bability made a Sermon, or Exhortation to Be- 
lievers, as is uſual now ; .[ antwer, that the O- 
riginal of this Word (1) 1s never tranſlated 
preach in any other place of the New Teſtament, 
and ſhould not have been here, but diſcours'd, di- 
ſputed, ſpake, or reaſon'd; 10 it is tranſlated in Ads 
XV11.2,17. XViii.19. XIx.8,9. Heb.xi1.5, vc. for the 
Original Words which properly ſignifie preaching 
Are *»w» and mw From all which itis mani- 
feſt that there are only two ways by which the 
Word of God is properly preached; the firſt 1s, 
when it is declared to thoſe that never heard of 
it before ; and the ſecond is when the very words 
of the Scripture are read publickly to the peo- 
dle, as a Cryer doth a Proclamation , which he 
doth not word himſelf, but reads it in the 
words in which it 1s delivered to him. | 

In ſhort, The Scriptures are Sermons out of 
the Mouth of God, being dictated by his Holy 
Spirit ; for the Reading of which to the People 
for their Convidon and Inſtruction, there is a pecu- 
liar Command of God; and where this Ordinance 1s 
duely obſerved, they are ſure of the Word of 
Life; and 'tis impoſſible they thould be ignorant 
of their Daty , for the Scriptures are ſufficient to 
mak them wiſe to Salvation; and the hearing them 
with Humility and Attention, 15 a means ſuf- 


ficient to beget Faith in the Hearts of thoſe that 
hear 
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hear them ; for they are profitable for Doctrine ;'for 
Reproof, for CorreSiion, for Inftruction in Righteouſ! eſs, 
that the Man of God may be perfect, tborowly frrm/Gor 
to all good Works, as we fee 1 Tim.ull.16,17. 

V. We find in Holy Scripture that the Publick 
Reaging of the Word of God was with great So- 
lemnity. *'Tis obſerved Nebem.viii.g. When Ezra 
opened the Book, all the people ſtood up, and Ezra bleſ- 


ſed the Lord, the great God, and all the people anſwer- 


ed, Amen, Amen, with liftin up their hands, and they 
bowed their heads, and porliped the Lord with their 


faces to the ground; and I find it generally agreed 


that both the Readers and Hearers ſtood ' up 
whilſt the Law was read, tho' not when other 
things were read or taught; hence it is obſerved 
Luke iv. 16. that our Saviour ſtood up for to read 

and Verſ. 20. after cloſing the Book, that he fat 
dewn to teach : Hence Rev.v. God is repreſented 
in alluſion to the H:9h-Prieft, with a Book in his 


| Right Hand, containing th? Revelations of his 


Will; and the Lamb, as his Miniſter, takes it 
out of his Hand to declare the Contents of i it; 
and Verſ. 8. When he had taken the Book, the four 
Beaſts and four and twenty Elders fell down "before the 
Lamb---- And they ſung a New Song: The Angels 
Joyn with them, Perſe 11 and the whole Cre- 
ation, Verſe.13. From whores we ſee the Scrip- 
tures teach . to receive the Revelations of God's 
' L W1ll 
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Will out of the Book of Life, with Adoration || | 


and Praifes : And therefore we find that at the : 
Reading the Law, Confeſlions, and Praiſes of | 


God, were intermixed, and ſucceeded one ano- || 


ther, Neb.ix.3. And they fiood up in their place, and 
read in the Book of the Lord their God one fourth part 


of the Day, and another fourth part they Confeſſed and }\ 


Worſhiped the Lord their God. 

VI. We find that the Word of God 1s to be 
read in ſuch a Language as the People under- 
ſtand. After the Captivity, the People being 


Born and Educated in a {ſtrange Land, their | 


Language was changed, and they did not un- 
derſtand, at leaſt Univerſally, the pure He- 
brew in which the Law was firſt written ; there- 
fore when Ezra read in the Law, a certain num- 
ber of the Prieſts and Levites interpreted the 
Words of the Law, as Ezra read them to the 
People : Neh.viii.7. And they cauſed the people to uns 
derſtand the Law, and the people ſtood in their place ;, ſo 
they read in the Book in the Law of God diftindily, and 
ave the ſence, and cauſed them to underſtand the read- 
ng: And this Cuſtom continueth among the 
Jews to this Day; firſt the Hebrew Text is read, 
and then a Tranſlation or Paraphraſe, in a Lan- 
guage underſtood by the Hearers. And indeed 
there may be good reaſon for reading the Origi- 
nals in Publick Aſſemblies, ſuch a Cuſtom be- 
ing 
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itig an eftefual mcans to preferve the knowledg®< 
of them; but they carinot be: uſeful to the Peo= 
ple withanat a Tranſlation. Therefore St. Paut 
doth not abſolutely forbid ſpeaking in Unknown 


| Tongues in the Church, but orders, r Cor.xiv.2 7. 


Eet one interpret ;, but if there be no Interpreter, let him 
keep ſilence in the Church. 

VII. We find that after reading the Word 
of God, there was ſometimes an Enlargement 
or Comment on ſome part of it, and an Exhor- 
tation to the People: Thus when our Saviour 
had' read a portion of Scripture, He applied it 
to the people in a Difconrſe to: that parpoſe. But. 
itdoth not appear that this was conſtantly done, 
on the contrary it. 1s rather probable that it was' 
not. For had there been a conſtant Proviſion 
for ſuch Enlargement, and Expoſition of the 
Law, and' Exhortation from it, there had: been 
no occaſion:for the Rulers of the Synagogue, 4s 
Xili.r-5. to ſend to St. Paul and Barnabas, after the 
reading of. the Law and! Prophets, that Meſlage: 
we find there,. Te Men and Brethren, if ye have any 
Word of Exhortation for the People, ſay'on. St. Paul 
ſappoies him:who Teaches, and hins whoſe Of- 
flee it was" to: Exþhort, diſtin from: him that 
Ruled, and'him thats HMiniſtered,. Rom:Xi1.. And 1t' 
doth not-appear'tkateevery Church was farniſh- 
ed with all theſe Officers. The ſame St. Paul 

= Lo 2 Joyned 
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Joyned Exhortation and Dofrine with Reading, in 


his Charge to Timothy, « Tim.iv.13. which ſhews 
that they went together, but whether indiſpen- 
ſibly or no, doth not appear ; tho' it is manifeſt 
in the-practiſe of moſt Churches in the Ages af- 
ter the Apoſtles they were all generally exer- 
cis'd in the Publick Worſhip. 

_ VHI. Laſtly, We find that they had a Sum- 
mary of the Principal Doctrines of the Goſpel, 
which they. delivered to the people, and by 
which they ordered their own Diſcourſes, and 
Judged of what was delivered by others. Thus 
St. Paul to Timothy, 2 Tima,1 3+ Hold faſt the Form 
of ſound Words which thou haſt heard of me ; and 
Chap,iu,Verſ,2, And the things that thou haſt heard 
of. me among many Witneſſes, the ſame commit thou to 
faithful Men, who ſhall. be able to teach others : Pers 
haps this may be that proportion of Faith according 
to which the Prophets are exhorted to prophely, 
Rom,xX11,6, I think itis not doubted but this Form 
of: ſound Words contained the-main Fundamentals 
of Chriſtianity ; .and St. Paul tells us what thoſe 
were, ' Heb,v1,1,2, Therefore leaving the Principles 
of the Doctrine of Chriſt, let us go on unto perfedion ; 
not laying again the foundation of Repentance from dead 
Works, and Faith towards God, of the Doctrine of Bap- 
tiſms, and of Laying on of Hands, and of the Reſur- 


rection of the Dead, and of Eternal Judgment, Tn 
| all 


all probability therefore the Form of - fonnd 
Words delivered by St, Paul to Timothy, and 'by 
him to others, contained theſe fix Heads or Prinz 
ciples of Chriſtianity, which every Chriſtian 
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was obliged to hear and learn, 


Deſt. 2. 


The Prattice of Our Church in Reading 
and Freaching the word. 


"F 'Helſe are the Rules and Examples the 
Scriptures- propoſe to us for our feeding 
the people with. the Word of Lite, and their 
Hearing it in. Publick. Let 'us 1n the ſecond 
place compare the Pradiſe of Our Church with 
them, and ſurely no copy can. come nearer the 
Original. rue ECHO SU 
| 1, For firſt, Our Miniſters are expreſly oblig'd 
| 1n their Ordination, diligently to read all the 
F Canonical Scriptures of the 0/4 and New Te$ament 
| unto the people Aflembled in the Church where 
| they ſhall be appointed to terve. 
| 2. Our Church has diſpoſed the Holy Scrip- 
tures 1n a certain Order, and has appointed four 
or more Chapters to be read every day in the 
{ Pablick Congregations, by whicn means all the 
| moſt edifying parts of the 0/d Teſtament are Or- 
Hy | dered 
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dered to. be read once a: year, and: the New Tefta- 
' ment ( except the Revelations) thrice in the ſame 
time ; And ſome ſelect Chapters of the Revela- 
tions are-appointed on. extraordinary occaſions. 
There are indeed, fome Chapters { about one 
tenth ) of the 0/d Teſtament, left out of this Or- 
der : But then it is to be obſerved, that thoſe 
which are left out, are either Genealogies, names 
of Perſons and Places, Hiſtorical repetitions, or 
{ome obſcure and: myſtical Prophecies in Ezekel, 
which are not ſo proper for an ordinary Aſſembly 
( for which reaſons, ſome part of the Revelations 
is. alſo left out) yet theſe are not excluded, tho' 
not, particularly Commanded. The general 
obligation: on: every Clergy-Man in his Ordina- 
tion to read all the Canonical Scriptures of the Old and 
New Te$ament, ſtill allows hins to read: theſe, 
and alſo obliges him to it when he ſhall perceive 
that it, may be for the edification of the: people. 
3: Beſides this Order for the whole Scriptares, 
on every Lords-day, and other ſolemn occaſions, 
there are appointed certain ſele& Portions out:of 
the Epiſtles and Goſpels to be read; which are 
adapted to the occaſion ; and contain ſomexgreat 
myſtery of our Faith, or other weighty: matter 
neceſlary to our Edification. 
4- For the more ſolemnity of theſe readings ; 
Our Church joins with each of them Praiſes, 
Thank(- 


Thankſzgivings or Confeſſions, according to what 
we find practiſed in the Holy Scripture. 


s. That the people may benefit, and be Edi- 


! fied by hearing the word of God, a plain Authen- 
| tick and moſt excellent Tranſlation is provided 
| by publick Authority, in which the Scriptures 
! are read to the People. This was the firſt care 
: of our Church in the Reformation, and the ge- 
| nerality of Diſſenters are forced to be beholden 
| to 1t for the word of Life, and draw all the 
| knowledge that they have from the Fountains 
; which our Biſhops opened for them, by Tranfſla- 
ting the word of God, and putting it into a Lan- 
| guage they underſtand. 
6. *Tis ordered in our Church that the Mini- 
|  ſters ſhall explain ſome part of the Holy Scrip- 
| tures every Lords-day, and ' exhort their Congre- 
| gations1n a Sermon, | 
| ». To inculcate the great Myſteries of our 
| Faith the better, our Charch has appointed cer- 
| tain ſolemn times, wherein once in the year 
they are obliged to explain, and inculcate every 
zreat Myſtery of our Faith, and moſt material 
| paſſages of the Goſpel. Such arc the Conception, 
| Birth, Paſſion, Refurrecion and Aſcention of 
| Our Saviour. = 

Laſtly, There is provided a Formof Sound Words 
in aſhort and plain Catechiſm ; in which are 

| conz 
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contained the firſt principles of the Oracles of 
God; this is adapted, as it ought to be, to the ca- 
pacity of Children, and 1s indeed hi ncere Milk, 

without School Notions, or hard words. And 
all the {ix principles which the Apoſtle mentions, 
Heb. v1. 1,2. are briefly explained 1n it, and yet 
largely enough to make thoſe that attend to 1t 
wile to Salvation. The Teaching and Explain- 
ing theſe Fundamentals, 1s a part of our Paub- 
lick Infſtruftion, and injoined as a conſtant Du- 
_ ty on Miniſters and Pcople in our ſolemn Wor- 
ſhip. The Miniſter in each Pariſh being re- 
quired diligently upon Sundays and Holy-days---- 
openly in the Church to inſtru& and examine 
{o many Children of his Pariſh ſent unto him, 
as he ſhall think convenient, in ſome part of 
the Catechiſm, and the people are obliged to 
come at the time appointed, and obediently to 
hear. 

And by our Iwelfth Canon, for the better 
grounding of the people in the principles of Chri- 
ſtian' Religion, 'tis ordained, That . the heads of 
the Catechiſm being divided into ſo many parts 
as there arc Sundays in the year, ſhall be explain- 
ed to the people in every Pariſh Church, 

This is the care our Church has taken to Teach 
the People in their Publick Afemblics, and the 
method 1s ſo effeftual, that 'tis ſcarce SORES 

ble 
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ble how any one who duly conforms to theſe 
Orders ſhould be ignorant of any thing that con- 
cerns his Soul.: 11:13 | 
 - And by the bleſling of God, the effect is ſuch 
| that we may affirm without Vanity or Parti- 
| ality, that our Clergy, and Laity, eſpecially 
| where we can prevail with them to conform to 
| the Rules of our Church, are generally much 
| more knowing, modeſt, governable, devout and 
; charitable, then perhaps may be found in any oz 
| ther Church, of which our late conteſts with the 
| Papiſis, and behaviour under their Government, 
| and ſince the preſent Revolution, are Evident 
; proofs. | 


Dett. 3s 


The Praftice of the Diſſenters in Hearing, and 
Reading the Word. | 


Come now to conſider with you my Friends 
| © who diſlent from us, how this great Daty of 
| Teaching the people the Law of God 1s per- 
| form'd in your Aſſemblies, and to compare your 
| practice in'this point with the Scripture Rules 
| and Examples. Which I ſhall do with the ſame 
Candour and Integrity that I have hitherto en- 


| deayoured to obſerve. 
#5 M And 
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I, And hereTI muſt needs fay that yourTeach- 
ers ſeem to have had very little Regard, either 
to Scripture Rules or Examples in framing this 
part of your Worſhip, having laid aſide all thoſe 
methods of inſtruction that the Scriptures re- 


commend tous, except it be that of Expoſition 
and Exhortation : Which among you 1s called | 
Preaching, im fo much, that tho' a Man frequent | 


your Meetings all his Life, yet he has no fecu- 
rity, or hardly poſlibility of learning from your 


publick Teachings all the great Myfteries of his | 


Religion; or the neceflary' principles of his Faith. 

1, For firſt, Your Preachers are intirely left 
to their choice what place of Scripture they will 
explain, or what Subje& they will handle: And 
hence it happens that hardly any one Man in 
his life ever goes through the neceſlary Articles 
of Faith, or of praCtice, in his Publick Sermons, 
and for the truth of this Tappeal to your ſelves. 

2. You have no ſummary of Principles in- 


Joined to be either Read or TLaughtin your Pub- 


lick Afſemblies. A Catechiſm you have, -but 
neither your Directory nor Prafice make it any 
part of your Lords-day-Service; And beſides your 
Catechiſm is ſuch, that it no: ways an{wers'the 
delign of 'a Form of ſound Words, T have already 
ſhewed that ſuch a Form ſhould contain only 
the firſt and neceſlary principles of the Oracles 


of 
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of God, in ſuch Words and Methods as may 
make it eaſily apprehended and retained by the 
weak and unlearned, which make up the bulk 


.of the people. But your Catechiſm is fall of 


Hard Words, School Terms, and Abſtruſe Notions, 
no wiſe neceſlary to be known by the generali- 
ty of Chriſtians, or poſſible to be underſtood by 
Children, or unlearned Perſons, for whoſe Edi- 


| fication principally a Catechiſm ought to be 
| contrived. Beſides all this, it is fo long and in- 


tricate, even the Shorter that not one child in ten 
ever gets it by heart, nor one in five hundred 
retains it, as I have tound by experience, and 
deſire that you would judge of this matter as 
you find npon trial. Laſtly, Afﬀterall, it is im- 
perfect of ſome of the principles of the Apoſtles 
Catechiſm, being quite left out of it, 1 mean laying 
on of hands; Joined with Baptiſm, Feb.vi. 2.4 great 
detect fure im a Catechiſm to feave-out a Fans 
damental of Chriſtianity. | 

IT. But the moſt fad and deplorable 
defe&t of your performance of this Duty, is 
your caſting out the reading of the Word of 
God, from moſt -of your Publick Allemblies, 


direMy contrary. to God's Inſtitution and Ordi- 


| nance for the [nftruFion of his Church; infomuch 


that im many of your Meetings, ſetting aſide n 


verſe or two for a Text, or Quotation at the dil- 
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<cretion of the Teacher, the voice of God 1s never | 
publickly heard amongſt them. This 1s matter F 
of faQ, and undeniable; And in all the Meet-_ 
ings in the North of Ireland in a whole year, per- | 
haps there is not :ſo much Scripture read, as in 
one day in our Church, by the ſtrifeſt enqui- 
ry which 1 cou'd make. One would think this 
alone were ſufficient to ſhew the people where 
the Worſhip of God 1s to be found 1n its Purity, and 
to prove our Aſſemblies to be the Trae Church 
of God, againſt all that come in competition with 
us ; whereof ſome hide the Word of God in a | 
ſtrange Language, and: others-\banith it out of | 
their Meetings. It being in our Congregations | 
only, that the voice of God 1s heard ſpeaking to 
his People, without cover or gloſs. Sure it 1s-a ſad 
thing that. a Man may.'go to moſt Meetings 
many. years, and neyer hear one intire\ Chapter 
read in them. Now this omiſlion is the more in- 
exculſable in you, and muſt render you mani- 
teſtly ſelt-condemned. - - 

_ #-, *Puſt, Hecaule you: fo vyehemently 
preſs the neceſſity of Preaching, and quote the 
Holy Scriptures to prove it. In which, reading 
the Law (as is ſhewed before ) is termed Preach - 
mg,, AA, xv.21. but.interpreting the Scriptures 
applying them, or exhorting the Congregation 
from them 1na fixed Chriſtian Auditory (which 
£, you 
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you | count . Preaching) 1s never called 1o-in the 
whole New Teſtament. Therefore by laying 
alide the reading the Scriptures in your publick 
Aſſemblies, you have intirely caſt aſide Preach- 
1ng, in the proper Scripture-ſente of it. Bat; 

2. This muſt render you ſelf-condemned, be- 
cauſe you pretend to honour the Holy Scriptures 
above other Chriſtians : Your Mouths, Comz 
mendably and withjuſt Reaſon, are continually 
fall of the praiſes of the Holy Bible; you own 
it, with the generality of the ReformedChurches, 
for the only ſufficient Rule of Faith you appeal 
toit, and ſeem-to found your felyeson it : And 
yet your not allowing the Reading of it a con- 
ſtant place in your Religious Aſſemblies, makes 
it ſeem as if you had a very low Opinion of it 
in your hearts. . .If you really value it as you 
profeſs, why do you baniſh. the Reading of it 
from your publick Worſhip, to make room for 
Diſcourſes, Lectures, and Sermons of your own 
Teachers? Remember of: whom it 1s ſaid, (Ark 
vii.6.) This People honoureth me. with their Lips, but 
their Heart is far from me, While you thus juſtle 
the Word of God out of your Solemn Meetings, 
to make room for your own Sermons, I beleech 
you to conſider whether this be not a laying a- 
{ſide the Commandments of God for Mens In- 
ventions ; unleſs you will call your Sermons (as 
loime 
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ſome Quakers are faid to do) as much the Word of F 
God as the Bible. 
HI. Ilook on this as ſo Material a Point, and | 
conceive the Honour of the Holy Scriptures and the 
Salvation of Chriſtians to be 1o_ deeply concerned in 
it, that I think my ſelf oblig2d to Examine the 
Pretences I have found to juſtifie it :  Tho' I con- 
feſs they ſeem: to me ſo weak, that I am afraid 
I ſhall be almoſt ſuſpected by indifferent perfons 
not to do Juſtice in repreſenting them: For it is 
unaccountable that any body ſhould urges &Þ 
flight Reaſons for 1o conſiderable an Omiſsion : And 
yet theſe are all 7 have ever met with, or heard 
from you. 2 

The firſt Reaſon I have heard ure'd, is, That 
the people are obliged to read the Scriptures at home, and 
being thug acquainted with them, the Reading of them 
is not neceſſary in thtir publick Meetings, But to this 
1 Anſwer, | 

r. That we ſee from what has been ſfaid# That 
the Reading of the Holy Scriptures is by God's Ap- 
pointment a part of his ſolemn publick Worſhip; there- 
fore to leave it out in our Aſſemblies, on any pretence 
whatſoever, is to lay aſide his Command, and fo to 
corrupt and diſmember his Worſoip. 

2. The private performance of a Duty ought 
by no means to interfere with, or hinder the 
publick. We muſt pray to God, praiſehim, and 

| | inſtru&t 
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| . inſtruct our Families in private ; and 
| forbid that our doing thele privately, ſhould ba- 
| niſh the uſe 'of them from our Publick Aſſemblies ; 
' or that any one ſhould think. himſelf excuſed 
| from Attending on the Publick Performance of 
{ them, on account of his Private Diligence in 

| them: And the ſame Rule holds for Reading 

| the Holy Scriptures. 

| 3. God tells the Children of [fracl, Der. vi. 6. 

' That theſe Words which I command thee this day, ſhall 
| bein thine heart, and thou ſhalt teach them diligently 
| to thy Children, and ſhalt talk of them when thou ſitteſt 

| in thine houſe, and when thou walke# by the way, and 
| when thou lieft down, and when thou riſeſt up--==and 
| theu ſhalt write them on the poſts of thy houſe. Here 

| 1s as. much: private diligence in Reading and 

| Teaching the Law, required of the 1ſraelites, as 

| any Chriſtian can pretend to exerciſe; and yet 

| all this care to preſerve the knowledge of the 

| Law by private {ſtudy and exerciſe, did not make 
| the Reading it in their .Synagogues unneceſfary, 

| or prevent God from requiring them to Uſe it as 

part of his publick Wor/hip, Deut.xxxi.71. And 
| therefore all your diligence m reading the Scrip- 

| tures privately, or Tour Feachers\ exhorting'and 

| requiring Yo to doit, onght not to warrant 

| Their or Your diſpenliing with the Command of God, 

| that appoints the Reading his Word as part of 

his' publick Service. But, 4. When 


yet. God 


' 4. When people are left to themſelves in pri- 
vate, they may either do or not do a thing, as 
they pleaſe : And we are - aflured that there 
are:many who come to Church, and hear the 
Word of God read there, that neither can, nor | 
ever woud be at the pains to read it in private. Þ 
It is therefore a great Temptation to the people | 
to be negligent, and a great want of Care in a 
Church, to leave ſo material a thing as the Read- 
ing of the Word of God, to private diligence. We 
find by experience, that where no publick efte- 
Etual care 1s taken to inform. the generality of 
Men, the Kniwledge of - God's Word ſenſibly de- 
cays, and is in a fair way tobe loſt. Ihe Pa- 
piſts read the Scriptures in a Language that the 
people do not underſtand, andwe: ſee:into what | 
groſs ignorance they are fallen by this.means. | 
Thoſeof Your Perſwaſron (generally ſpeaking) do | 
not read them at all in your Meetings, and the 
conſequence of this is, - Fhat many of. your. common 
people are ſtrangers to the very Hiſtory: of ' the Bible, 
and the Firſt Principles of | Chriſtianity; - as T have 
found on Tryal, to my great trouble and aftoniſhment. 
This pretence therefore of. Peoples Reading the Ho- 
ly Scriptures. inprivate , will by ' no. means: juſtifie 
you,: for breaking God's Command, in omitting the 
publick Reading them, as a part of God's Service, in 
the Congregations, | | 

DEL 72 IV. The 


The Second Pretence that I have met with 
for this Omiſſion, is, That fince the penning of the 
Scriptures, and ſettling of the Church by the Apoſtles, 
th:-caſe 1s much altered with Chriſtians; That Printing 
was not then knwn , and conſequently Copies of the 
Bible were few, and hard to come by : Few could then 
read them if they had them, and therefore (ſay ſome) 
Reading the Scriptures in the Aſſemblies was then abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, otherwiſe the generality mu$Þ have 
been Strangers to them: But now Copies of the Bible 
by means of Printing, are become common, and eaſie to be 
had, and mo$t Families have ſome in them that can 
. read; And therefore the publick Reading them 13 not 
now neceſſary. 

1. The plain Anſwer to this as, Firſt, That 
the Reading the Scriptures publick.ly is an In$- 
tution of God : Therefore to lay it afide on the 
account of the Invention of Printing, 1s in ef- 
tect to ſay, That Men have found out a better 
way to propagate the Knowledge of God's Word, 
than He inſtituted ; and plainly to lay aſide his 
Command, for Mens own Inventions. 

2. God has promiſed that there ſhall be always 
Religious Aſſemblies, and has commanded his Word 
to be read in them, which is a certain means 
to preſerve the Knowledge thereof, as long as 
there is a Church ; but he has no where pro- 
miſed the conſtant commonneſs of Bibles, nor 

| N ability 
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ability to people to read them at home, To 


omit therefore the Inſtitution: of God for Teaching 


bis Word, and to rely on peoples. procuring. and 
reading Copies of the Bible privately, 1s to leave 
God's way, and preſyumptuouſly depend on that 
which has no Promiſe annexed to1t. 

3+ How caſie ſoever we may 1magine the 
obtaining Copies of the Bible, and notwith- 
ſtanding the number ot thoſe that can read, 
there are ſtill many Families, even amongſt 
Proteſtants, that can neither compaſs a Bible, or 
get any to read it, if they had one; and there- 
fore this Expedient is no wates 1ut ficient to ſup- 


ply the Delign of God's Inſtitution, 1n command- 


ing 1t to be read publickly. 

4. Let us ſuppoſe Bibles to be as common as 
we can deſire, and that every one can read them, 
yet who will ſecure us" that they will do it ? 
People whilſt the firſt Fervour of a Reforma- 
tion 1s on them, may perhaps be diligent ſo 
long as the Scripture is a Novelty to them, or 
Zeal for a party inſpirits them ; but when this 
wears off, as it generally does in a little time, 
we 1ce by experience that their care of Reading 
and Meditating in the Scriptures decays with 
it; and there are at this day too many of all Par- 
ties that neither read themſelves, nor hear one 


Chapter read in a whole Year, except at Church. 
| And 
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And therefore to omit the publick- Reading: 


them, on preſumption that the people will do 
it themſelves, ſince it is 1ſo eafie for them todo 
it, '1s the ready way to introduce an Univerſal 
Ignorance of God's Word, and reduce us again to 
Popery ; 'the moſt effeftual Bar againſt which, is 
the Bible in our own Language. 

s, People may be obliged to come to the pub- 
lick Congregations, and hear the Word of God 
read, though they have no inclination to it, and 
when they neglect they may be reproved or pu- 
nifhed, but this 1s not practical when the Scrip- 
tures are required only to: be read 1n' private Fa- 
milies. 'E:xperience ſhews us that there is great 
difference between thefe two Methods im point 
of Efftcacie. We fee int England and Wales, 
where publick Reading was praiſed, the peo- 
ple LAY embraced the Reformation, but in 


. freland, where the ſame care was not taken, they 


reje&ed it. Had God's Way been taken, and the 
Scriptures as 'conftantly fad to the Native Irfþ, 
= a Lang mm e they_ underſtood, as it was in 
Englmd or ths? there" is Hittle 'oubt but the 
Refortnation Kal fitcceeded as Univerſally here 
4 it did there" but the want of this has kept 
then itt igtonrice 57 diy, which niay convince 
us bow ineftecual all our: Contrivances ave” to 
chſigfitetr Men, in reſpect of God's Inſtitatin, 1 
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am perſwaded that if ever the Native 1riſb be 


brought to the Knowledge of God's Word, it muſt 


be by having it read to them publickly in a 
Language they underſtand, and not by thruſt- 
ing [Bibles privately into their hands; of the 
inefteftualneſs of which, we have had an E:x- 
periment of 159 Years. 

6. Bat laſtly, Inſtcad of all other Arguments, 
None of us are ignorant, that the Word of God 
cannot be preſumed to have the ſame Efficacie 
when read privately , as it hath when read in 
the Aſlemblics of Chriſtians, according to God's 
appointment : | Since he has given us a peculiar 
promiſe to be preſent in ſuch Aſſemblies. And 
there are no diligent Hearers of the Word Pub-z 
lickly read, but are able from their own expe- 
rience to teſtify, that they often find it to have 
a ditterent force and efficacy, when they hear 
it read, as a part of his Ordinance, in the Publick 
Aſſemblies, in which he has peculiarly promis'd 
his preſence, than when they read it in private 
by themſelves, | ER 

The Third pretence I have found alledged 
for omitting the regular reading the Bible in your 
Meetings, is, That it. takes up too much time, and is 
a hindrance to the more profitable. Duty, of. what you 
commonly call Preacking. | 


x. T intreat you to conſider, That there is a 
| | time 


time for every thing, and ſince God has appoint- 
| e&d reading his Word a time and room in our Pub- 
| lick Aſlemblies, who are we, that we ſhould 
| preſume to throw it out ? This ſarely is to ſet 
| up our ſelves againſt God, and to think that we 
are able to Order things better for the Edifica- 


tion of his Church then he has done. Surely 


we ought rather to take care 1o to diſpoſe our 
Sermons, that they may not interfere with any 
other Inſtitution of God : But, that whatever time 
we allow them, there may remain ſufficient for 
reading God's Holy Word ; W hich I have proved is 
in Scripture Language Preaching ; And there- 
fore to juſtle this out to make our own diſcour- 
les longer, 1s plainly to prefer our way of Preach- 
ing to Ged's. If there were a neceſſity that one 
or the other muſt be omitted, Modeſty ought 
to Teach us to omit our own Words rather 
then God's. 

2. Suppoſe that upon fome Extraordinaz 
ry Occaſion it may be Lawyful to omit Read- 
ing God's Word in our Aſſemblies, that we may 
have. the more time to manage a diſcourſe for 
the Inftrufion of the People, yet it can never be 
juſtifiable to make this a common practiſe ; 
which: is to put.a manifeſt Contempt on the 


o 


Ward of God. 
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A Fourth Pretence againſt reading the Scriptures 
publickly in a Regular Method, is, That they are 


herd to be underſtood, or applyed , and therefore only ſo 


much of them ought to be read at a time as the Miniſter 
may explain and apply to bus Auditory, And that one 
Verſe thus Applyed , is better than many C m_— read 
without ſuch Application. 

r. {tis to be conſider'd, Firſt, That it 1s a- 
gainſt thc general opinion of the Reformed Church- 
es, Who univerſally teach that the Scriptures are 
plain, in all things neceſſary to Salvation. And 
therefore there is not that univerſal neceſlity of 
an explanation of every place of Scripture that 1 is 
tobe read, as is pretended. 

2. The Holy Scriptures, when heard with Huz 
mility and Attention, apply themſelves better then 
any Man can do it. The Words of them are 
the Words of God, and they have a plainneſs, force 
and ſpirit in them, which no Humane Eloquence 


can improve, and therefore it is a great affront . 


to them to ſay that they-have little efficacy EX- 
cept a Miniſter apply them. - 

3- Suppoſe one yerſe well apphed' 1656 better 
than-many Chapters (for which -there- i3'no co- 
tour) yet this would not juſtifie:the' omiffſon'of 
reading them publickly ; for'-no''A pplicatibir can 
be ſo well made of them whilſt people ate fot 
thoroughly acquainted with them. Jt ought 
there- 
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therefore to be our firſt care to read them to 
| the People often and ſolemnly, that they may be 
| acquainted with the whole Body of them, and 
| then one word of Application may do more good 
| then many Sermons to People not 1o prepared 
| with the general knowledge of them. 
| The /tera/ knowledge of the will of God muſt 
| always go before the ſaving, and 1s the beſt [n- 
| troduftion to it, Now the readiny the Law in the 
| ears of the people 1s the means appointed by 


| God to teach them that /teral knowledge ; and 


| therefore while your Teachers have laid aſide this 
| means of God's Appointment, they have in a great 
| meaſure debarred people of the Spiritual and Saz 
| ving knowledge of his Will. 

| 4. Fourthly, Reading a verſe or two, and 
| traſting to the Miniſters Application, without 
| the peoples being acquainted with the whole 
body of the Scriptures, does put Chriſtians too 
| much in the power of their /each-rs, and makes 
them liable to be ſeduced by them. Lhus 1s the 
very Artifice whereby the Romi/h Prieſts keep 
their people in ignorance; and your Teachers uſing 
the ſame Method ( while it is manifeſt that 10 
creat a part of their people either do not, or 
cannot, read them at home) ſeems too like a de- 
ſign on their Hearers, and tempts the World to 


luſpe& that they are aftraid of the naked {im- 
: | plicity 
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plicity of the Scriptures, ſince they dare not 
truſt their people with Hearing them Publickly 
read, except they add their own gloſſes to 
them, | 
The Fifth Pretence that 1 have met with | 
for laying aſide the publick reading the Word of | 
God, 1s, That the dead Letter ( as ſome call it ) is a 
dull formal thing, without Spirit or Life, where it is | 
not applied to the Souls of Men, by the Spirit of God | 
Speaking in his Minifters, and that withoat ſuch Aſ- | 
fiſtance the Scriptures have little Efficacy on the Heart. 

I hope there are few of any Communion will | 
own this pretence, ſince it is ſo horrid a RefleCti- | 
on, and aftront on the Word of God. IT will how- | 
ever in anſwer to it offer theſe following Con- | 
{iderations, 

1. That the Holy Scriptures give a Character of | 
themſelves very different from this, They re- | 
preſent the Word of God as the Sword of the Spirit, | 
as quick and powerfull, as able to make a Man wiſe | 
to Salvation, as giving wiſdom to the ſimple, as Con: 
verting the Soul, with many other Expreſſions to 
denote the Efficacie thereof on the hearts of 
Men ; and therefore to refle& on the Word, as dull 
and formal, as a meer dead Letter that cannot 
engage the attention of the Hearers, or reach 
their Hearts, is too near Blaſphemy. 

2. We are certain that God ſpeaks to us im- 

mediately 
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mediately by his Holy Spirit in hisWord: And where 


{ the Spirit of God is, there is Power. But when 
{ Men ſpeak their,own Words, jor- pretend to ap- 
| ply. the Words or Paſſages of Scripture, tho' they 
| ſeem todo it with the;greateſt Zeal and Learn-: 


ing, yet they may be miſtaken, nay, they may 
decieve us: And therefore wholly to lay: aſide 
the: immediate dictates of the Holy Ghoſt "tecord= 
ed in the Scriptures for any.-pretended..Zzplica- 
tion or Application, made by Men, is manifeſtly 
to exchange God's undoubted Words and', Com- 
mand. for what.may be a meer Humane Invention. 

3-. Is to be: conſidered, thati the people [have 
always been apt to grow- weary of the Service 
of God in the way of his own appointment, and 
complain of it, as dull and-tedious, ſo'/al. 1, 13; 
Te ſaid alſo what a wearineſs 15-it,; and ye ſnuſfed at 
it, And the reaſons becauſe the way of God's ap- 
pointing is always more Spiritual, in reſpect of 
that which is of. Man's own Invention, and there- 
fore it cannot be. ſo eaſy. or agreable to the Car- 
nal minds of 'Men, 

4. It ought'therefore to be conſidered by you, 
when people complain of being dall, and unaf- 
feed by. meer: Hearing.the Word of God. read, 
whether this do not truly proceed from a; Car- 
nal and Wicked Heart eſtranged from the Spirit 


of God, and whether the reaſon that Sermons 
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pleaſe and afte& more then a Chapter out of the | 
Bible be not the novelty and outward Ornaments 
of them, rather than the Spiritualneſs of the | 
diſcourſe. We are ſure St. Paul ſuppoleth ſach as 
are not aftefed with the Words of God, to be meer 
Natural, or Carnal Men, 1 Cor. 11. 13. where 
having taken Notice of ſpeaking, Not in Words 
which Man's Wiſdom Teacheth, but which the Holy 
Ghoſt Teacheth, he adds, but the Natural Man re= | 
ceiveth nt the things of the Spirit of Gol : For they 

are fooliſhneſs to him, neither can he know them, for 
they are ſpiritually diſcerned. From whence it 
clearly follows, that the reaſon why Men do not 
underſtand or receive the things of God delivered 
to them in the Words of Scripture, dictated by 
the Holy Ghoſt, is, becauſe they are meer Natural 
Men, and want the Spirit of God, Whoever there- 
fore 1s more affefted, or delizhts more in a Ser- 
mon then tn a Chapter of the Bible, has reaſon 
to Ilook into his Heart, and examine himſelf 
whether he have the Spirit of God. Thoſe men= 
tioned in Scripture that had that Spirit delight- 
ed in the Law of God : Tt was the joy of their 
Hearts ; they preferred it to all things, they 
meditate in it Day and Night : And were ſo far 
from turning it out of their Publick Aſſemblies, 
that the Hearing it read was a great part of their 
Worſhip. Whoever therefore lays aſide this 
= | practiſe 
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practiſe, have reaſon to ſufpett that they want 
that {emper and Spirit with which thoſe Holy Men 
were inſpired ; and notwithſtanding all their 
pretences to a more then ordinary SpirituaJneſs 
and Reformation, are little advanced above the 
Natural Men that neither receive or reliſh the 
things of God, at leaſt not as they onght. 

I find it alledged as a Sizth pretence for not 
Reading the Word of God in your Meetings, That 
a Child may read them, and perform this Duty ; and 
then what need it take up the Miniſters time. 

To which there needs no other anſwer then 
that the Service of God 1s net leſs his, or the leſs 
| to be valued becaule it is eafy. On the contrary 
| *tis the more ſinfull to neglect it, the more caſy 
| It is. Miniſters are not ſet apart for difficult 
| things only, which others cannot perform ; but 
| theyare to execute theOffice that God has impoſed 
| on them, whether it beeaſy or difficult. As for 
| Example. God has Commanded his Miniſters to 
| Baptiſe, In the Name of the Father, {xc, Now to 
pour on Water in this Form is no ſuch difficult 
| thing, but a Child, or any elſe might perform 
| It ; Neither .is there any greater difficulty in 
| the Sacrament of the Lord's-Supper, as to the Ef= 
| fentials of it. Yet I ſuppoſe it will be granted 
by all, that it belongs only to the Minifter's Of. 
| fice to perform thete, and that they muft not 
O 2 delegate 
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delegate _ or any part of ky to others, 
or omit them becauſe they are eaſy; And that | 
they have a quite difterent Sacrednels, Efficacy | 
and Force, when performed by a Perion Or- 
dained and Authorized to this purpoſe, then 
when performed by another ; and the ſame Rule 
holds in oftering up our Prayers, and in Reading 
the Scriptures; A Man may read them at home, 
a Child may read them in Church, but they 
have not the ſame afſlurance of Efficacy, and a 
bleſſing, as when they come from the Mouth of 
a Perſon ſet ,a-part by God's Ordinance for this 
purpoſe... 

I make no doubt but the Experience ( as1 
have Taid ) of moſt Chriſtians, from what they 
havefelt intheir own Hearts in Hearing the Word 
of God. pablickly, read, will atteſt the Truth of 
this. Now if you, my Friends, know and own 
this, as I hope the venerality of you do, you 
muſt ſee, the unreaſonablenels of. this pretence. 
If any of you do not. know it, you mult give 
me leave to ſay that I fear it is from IENOrAnce, 
and not conſidering the Scriptures. And 'tis your 
Teachers, Duty to inform you, ..better. . Reading 
the Scripture being allowed by, their Dire&ory to 
be a part of God's Pablick Worſhip. ; We have 
this Rule there in expreſs words, That it is requi- 
fii tegthat all the Canonical Boks be read over inorder,that 

| "db 
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the people may be better acquainted with the whole Body of 
Scriptures. Now if you can ſhew but one Meet- 
ing in the laſt Age, in which this has been duly 
performed, we will not accule you ſo generally of 
violatingGed 'sCommantd in this point; but if there 
be not one ſuch Meeting, you ought to conſider 
hew you willexcuſe your ſelves before God. And 
I think it neceflary here to obſerve to you how 
inſignificant general Rules are without deſcend- 
ing to a particular Determination of Circum- 
ſtances. Here we have in your Der ory a gene- 
ral Rule (ſuch as 1t is ) for Reading the Scripture, 
bat for want ot being particular, as the Calender 
in our Common- Prayer- Book is, I queſtion if it yet 
was ever once oblerved, or indeed that it is Praz 
aual to obſerve it. And it is ſo almoſt in every 
other general Rule, and therefore to | leave the 
Service of God to be Ordered by ſuch general 
Rules only, is in effeCt to Teach people to neg- 
lect it. 

V. Theſe: are all the Reaſons that I can poſ- 
ſibly think of, or have heard urged for Your pra- 
tice in this point. I will not ſay but others 
may be pretended, but I muſt profeſs that. / do 
not remember to have met with them; if had, 
I would have given them a due conſideration : 
F am perſwaded that they cannot be of- greater 
force than thoſe I have examined. And , that 
they 
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they can never excuſe Tou in this matter, from 


manifeſt breach of God's Command, in preferring 


Mens Inv*ntions to his InStitutions. 

After all, I muſt profeſs to Now, That IT look 
on all theſe to be only Pretences; and that the 
trae Reaſon of Mens Negligence in this Duty, 1s 
given us, 2 7im.iv. 3. For the tim? will come, (faith 
the Apoſtle) when they will not endure {ound Dottrine ; 
but after their on Luſts ſhall they heap up to them- 
felves Teachers, having itching Ears. An itching 
Ear here, can fignifie nothing ſo properly, as an 
Ear that loves Novetty and Variety : Becauſe there- 
fore our Church gives the people little that 1s 
New, in her Prayers, or Reading the Scriptures, but 
retains a Form of found Words in the one, and the 
plain Word of God in the other ; Hence it is that 
ſome people cannotendure our Service, but heap 
up to themſelves Teachers, that inſtead of the 
Praiſes, Prayers and Sermons of God's immediate Ap- 
pointment, will gratifie them every Meeting with 
a New Prayer, without troubling them with 
fuch Prayers or Sermons as they think e//, which are 
incomparably better, only the itching Ears of the 
People, as the Apoſtle fore-told, are pleaſed with 
the Nevelty'and Variety of the one, and diſynſt 
the Repetition of the other, as the Ifaelites did 
that of Angels Food Pſa.Ixxviii.25 Num.xxt.5.8 xt.6 

It is the Daty of all Miniſters, and the buſt- 

neſs 
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neſs of the truly Conſcientious to check and 
curb this Humour in the People ; and notwith- 
ſtanding all Diſcouragements, the Miniſters of 
Our Church, inſtead of complying with them, 
have conſtantly reproved them for their Negli- 
gence and Levity, where they found them guil- 
ty. But as Aaron, to pleaſe the Iſraelites, made 
the Golden Calf, ſo ſome Minifters (tho' contrary 
{ to their own Principles) have changed God's [n- 
| ſiitution to pleaſe their people, and left out the 
{ conſtant and regular Reading of God's Word, be- 
| caule their people grew weary of it. Burt let all 
Men judge who behave themſelves moſt like the 
Miniſters of Ghriſt;, We, who keep to the Reading 
| God's Word, according to His own Inſtitution, whe- 
| ther the people will hearor forbear, or They that 
| comply with them, and lay aſide God's Command to 
| oblige and gain them. 
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CHAT 
Of Bodily Worſhip. 


Self. I. 
What the Holy Scriptures preſcribe concerning it. 


]. He Fourth part of the Publick Worſhip 

of. God, or Deſign of Religious Aſſem- 
blies, is Viſible or Bodily Adoration ; fach amongſt 
us are Uncovering the Head, Bowing, Kneeling, and 
other Outward Signs of Kewverence and Submiſſion; 
by which we openly acknowledge the Mercy, the 
Fuſtice, and Power of God, and expreſs the inward 


.{ſenſe we have of theſe Attributes. 


In treating of this Head, I will keep my ſelf 
to the ſame Method, as in the former, and con- 
fider, Firſt, The Rules and Examples that the 
Scriptures aftord us for the performance of this 
Duty. Secondly, Compare the Pradliſe of Our 
Church with them. Thirdly, Examine the Diſz 
enters Practiſe, and the Reaſons they alledge for 
it 


'x. As to the firſt of theſe we find a Poſitive 


Command of God for Bodily Worſhip in Publick, 
Pal. 
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Pſal. xev. 6. O come let us Worſhip and bow down, tet 
| us kneel before the Lord our Mohr. The ſecond 
Verſe of this Pſalm plainly ſhews us that this 
is meant of- Pablick Worſhip : Let us come before 
his preſence with Thankſgiving. And that ' this 
bowing or kneeling 1s to be interpreted, /iterally, not 
figuratively, appears from the tame Verſes, where 


| Singing, T hankſgiving and Pſalms, are all /itterally 


| to be underſtood ; and there is no more rea- 
| fon for underſtanding bowing and kneeling in a fi- 
| gurative ſence, than the other, - 
. I. The ſame Bodily Worfhip is required by the 
| Second Commandment, which forbids us to bow 
| eoxpn to a graven Image, by which words we are 
' commanded to bow down to God ; for it is con- 
| feſſedby all, and laid down as a Rule by the 
| Aſſembly's larger Catechiſm, That the Negative 
| Commandments include in them the contrary Poſitive 
| thatistoſay, When a Commandment forbids us 
| any thing, it requires us to perform the Duty 
contrary to what is forbidden. As for Exam- 
ple : When the firſt Commandment forbids us 
to have any other Gods before the Lord, it requires 
us to own and worſhip Him for our only God ; 
and after the fame manner all other Commands 
are to be interpreted. By wiuch Rule, when 
the Second Commandment, Exod.xx.5. forbids us 11 
theſe words, Thou ſhalt not bow down to them, mr 
P | 


ſerve 
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ſerve them, it requires us to praCtice the contra- 
ry Duties in oar Addrefles to God. To bow dopn | 
to Him and ſerve Him, that is, to worſhip Him |} 
both with the worſhip of our Bodies and Minds: | 
Therefore as he that either bows or knzels, or uſes | 
any poture of Reverence to a graven Image, breaks 
the ſecond Commandment ; 10 doth he who on 
occaſion of Publick Worſbip either refuſes or neglects | 
to uſe ſome ſuch poſture to God. It being a Con- 
tempt of God, and contrary to His Commands, to | 
pray to Him , for inſtance, without ſome po- | 
{ture of Adoration to Him, when we can do it, | 
as well as it.is a fin to kneel to an /nage, without | 
praying to it , which the Papiſts pretend to do; 
the one 1s Ido/atry, and the other Sacriledge : For 
the Reaſon why we are not to bow down to an | 
Idol, 1s, Becauſe 'tis an Act of Worſhip due to God. | 
And whether we give what is due to Him to an | 
Image, or reiaſe to pay it to Himſelf, we are 
equally Robbersof God, we deny him his Honour, 
and are guilty. of Sacriledge. | 

I wiſh alliconcerned may ſeriouſly conſider, 
and amend their practiſe in this particular. 

IN. But the practiſe of Holy Men, and of the 
Church of God in Scripture, are the beſt Interpre- 
ters of God's Commands ; and from them we may 
learn what he requires or approves in his Worſhip, 

Now through the whole 0d Teftament, we ſhall 
o& never 
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| never find any one ſitting at his Devotions : But 
on all occaſions of Worſhip, eſpecially in Publick 
n | Aſſemblies, the pesple of God ſtood, kneeled, bow- 
© Þþ ed, or proſtrated themlielves. *Tis ſaid indeed, 
S | 2 Sam.vi1.8. That King David then went and fat be- 
S Þf fore tbe Lord : But here the Original Word is ca- 
N | pable of another ſegnification, and may as well be 
s | tranſlated, that he remained, $ayed, or abode before 
- | the Lord; and accordingly it is thus tranſlated 
O Þ in other places of Scripture, particularly Gen. 
- | xxit.5. & xxtv.55. & xxiXx.19. 1 Kings Xi1.2. This 
, | place therefore is no Exception againſt that pra- 
t F Aiſe which 1s 1o evident through the whole Old 
> | Teſtament, that Holy Men worſhiped God with 
r | their Bodres as well as with their Minds. 

nf TV. We ſhall find the ſame practiſed by our 
1. | Saviour and his Apoſtles 19 the New T. Our Saviour 
1 

e 


| undoubtedly 1s the Be} Example we can propoſe 
to our ſelves for the worſhip of God, and we ought 
2 | to imitate what he did and approved. Now if 
| we conſider the worſhip he offered to his Fa- 
» | ther, we ſhall find him addreſſing himſelf to 
him with bowing the Body, with Kneeling and Pro- 
e | ftration, as well as with ſtrong Cries and Tears ; to 
- | Mat.xxvizg. And he went a little further, and fell 
/ | on his Face, und prayed,0 my Father 8c. and Luk.xx11. 
» | 41. He kneeled down and prayed. And as he paid 
this Bodily Worſhip to God, ſo he accepted the 
| | P' 2 lame 
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fame from Men when he was on Earth ; Thus | 
the Wiſe Men worſhiped him in his Cradle, 
Mat.1i.1 1. When they ſaw the young Chuld and hrs Me- 
ther Mary, they fell down, &c. Thus they that de- 

fired to be Cured by him, addreſſed themſelves 
to him, Mark v.22. VVhen be ſaw him, he fell at his 
Feet, and beſought, &c. And after the ſame man- 
ner thoſe who were Cured by him returned him 
Thanks, Lake xvii. 16. Thus his beloved Mary 
came into his preſence, Jobn x1.32, And Matth, | 
XXVI11,g, They held him by the Feet and worſhiped him, 
Our Saviour looked on this Bodily Worſhip to be 
fo indiſpenſibly his due, that he accepted of it 
trom the very Devils, and they durſt not for- 
bear to pay it to him, Mark a, «1, And unclean 
ſpirits, when they ſaw him, fell down before him, and 
cried, Thou art the Son of God, And thus the very 
Heathen, as well as his Diſciples, ' approached 
him, even whilſt he was in his ſtate of Humuli- 
ation, 

And that we may not be tempted to think, 
that our Savicur admitted this Fodily Worſhip to 
be paid him only whilſt he was Bodily preſent, 
we may obſerve St. Stephen preſents his Prayer 
with the ſame poſtare, A&s, vii. 60. He kneeled 
down and cryed with a loud woice, Lord lay not this jin 
to their charge. | 
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V. The Scriptures repreſent to us the Firſt 
Chriſtians thus 2lorifying God with their Bedres, (as 
St. Paul expreſly commands us 1 Cor. vi, 20) in 
the Publick Ajjemblies, as we may learn from 1 Cor. 
xiv. 23. where the Apoſtle fpzaking of a Heathen 
coming into the Aflembly of Chrittians, and be- 
ing convinced, addeth, and jo fallins down on his 
face he will Worſhip God. If it had not been the 
cuitom tor Chriſtians to do thus, it would never 
have been expected from a Heathen, or reck- 
oned an Argument of his Conviction. It the 
Church Triumphant in Heaven may be allowed 
a fit Pattern to us of what 1s decent in the Wor- 
Hhip of God, we find them paying this Bodily Wor- 
{hip to God, Rev. vil. 11. And all the Angels ftood a- 
bout the T hrone, and about the Elders, and about the 
Beaſts, and fell on their faces before the Throne, an1 
Worſhiped God, 1o Chap. 1v. to. and Ghap. xis. 4. 
And the ſame we find pra&iſed by the Church 
on Earth, As xxi 5. where St. Pazl, and the 
Church of Tyre knzeled down on the Shore and prayed, 
After the ſame manner he took [ts leave of the 
Elders of Epheſus, Aﬀt.xx.36, He kneeled down and 
prayed with them all. So conſtantly are Bodily Wor- 
ſhip and Prayer Joined together, that bayring the 
knee, ſometimes ſignifies, Pray:r, Eph. 11. 14. For 
this cauſe 1 bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord 
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110 Of Wodily Wozlhip. Chap.LV, 
VI. The Scriptures repreſent this Bodily Wor- 
ſhip as the molt proper external A&t of Adoration: If 
we look into the Scriptures we ſhall not find Pray- 
ng, Praiſing, Reading the Scriptures, or Adminiſtring 
the Sacraments, termed Worſhip ;, they are indeed 
Duties which we are obliged to perform to the 
Honour of God, but not immediate dire& Acts 
of Worſhip, properly 1o called : For Worſhip is pro- 
perly the ſabjection of our minds to God ; and 
that 1s a proper Act of Ezternal Worſhip, which 
directly fignifies this ſubjeion or ſubmiſſion of 
our minds; But Prayer {ignifies our deſires of good 
things from God, and only indire&ly our ſubje- 
tion to him; Praiſes immediately ſignify the 
ſenſe we have of God's Excellencies, and only by 
conſequence our ſubmiſſion ; Reading the Scrip- 
tures 1s a means of Inſtruction, and tends to bring 
us to ſubmit to God, but does not directly expreſs 
it; And the Sacraments primarily ſignifie God's 
grace to us rather then our ſubmiſſion to Him. 
All theſe may 1n a large ſenſe, upon very good 
grounds, be look'd upon as parts of Worſhip, be- 
cauſe they do imply ſuch ſubmiſſion ; but bend- 
ng or bowing the Body is that which is properly in 
Scripture called Worfhip, as ſignifying immedi- 
ately and naturally the bending and ſubmiſſton of 
our Souls, and nothing elſe. 
In the O/d Teſtament the words rendered Worſhip. 
ſignifi. 
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ſignifie properly and originally to bow down or 
proſtrate the Body. This is the proper ſignification 
of pp and of zny the latter of which in the Se- 
cond Commandment 1s render'd to bow dozpn, and very 
often when the O1iginal has th:y bowed down 
themſelves, the Tranſlators render it th:y Worſhiped. 
So Pſal. xev. 5. and Jer. 1, 16. And Worſhiped the 
work of their own hands. Tn the Original 'tis They 
bowed themſelves down to the work, 8c. Gen. xXiv. 5 2. 
He worſhiped the Lord bowing himſelf to the Earth. 
The Original has no more but He bowed himſelf 
to the Earth to the Lord, fo Pſal. xcv. 5. And the 
lame holds generally through the whole Od 7es 
ſtament, from whence it follows that in the opi- 
nion, of our Tranſlators, to bow ones ſelf to the 
Earth, is that proper A& which they call Worſhip. 
And hence the whole Worſhip of God is ſignified 
by bowing before him, Micah vi. 6. W herewith ſhall 
I come before the Lord, and bow my ſelf before the High 
God ? that is, How hall 1 worſhip him acceptably * 

As to the New Teſtament, the Word generally 
there rendered Worſhip, properly {ignifies a Bodily 
Action «cums is Originally to pay Homage by 
a kiſs, as we now kits the King's Hand, which 
uſually was done kneeling ; And hence Knee/ng 
and Worſhiping ſignify the ſame thing in the New 
Teftament, and the one is put for the other. Thus 


Matt. viii. 2, There came a Leper and worſhiped _ 
1C 
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The ſame is faid (Mark i. 40.) to come beſeeching 
him and kneeling to him, Of the Canaanityh Woz 
man it 18 ſaid (Matt. xv. 25.) That She came and 
xorſhiped him. And Mark ſays Cage” here. She came 
and fell at his feet. Luke ſays of the Man among 
the Tombs, that he fell down before him ( Chap. viii. 
28,) Mark, that He worſhiped him, (Chap. v. 6.) 
Of Jairus, Mark and Luke ſay, that He fell down at 
his feet. Mathew, that He worſhiped him. Luke viii, 
40. Mark v. 22. Math.ix.18. So promiſcuouſly do 
the Evangelifts uſe the words kneeling, or falling 
down, and worſhiping, to ſignify the ſame thing. 
Whence we may nn that when any 1s ſaid to 


Worſhip Chriſt vilibly,by it is meant they knee{ed 
to him, And when we are Commanded to Wor- 
ſhip God in the Congregation, the meaning is, 
that we are required to expreſs the ſubmiſſion of 
our minds by bowing our ſelves, or _— unto him. 


Hence the very Soldiers, that in derifion bowed 
their knees to Chriſt,are ſaid to Worſhip him, Mark 
XV, 19, And St, John, Rev. xxi1, 8. when he would 
Worthip the Angel, fell before his feet, to which 
the Angel replied, Sze thou do it not---== Worſhip 
God: From which Text it clearly follows, that 
falling down is an Act of Worſhip, and that we 
are Commanded by the Mouth of an Angel to 

pay it to God, 
VII. We find in Scripture fore AR of this 
Bodily 
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_ Bodily Worſhip accompanying every Religious Per- 
formance. Thus Prayers are generally offered 
with kneeling , and that ſo conſtantly (as is ob- 
ſerved before) - that to bow the knee, in Scripture- 
Language, is to pray. Thus Praiſes, Thankſgi- 
vings, and Confeſlions of Faith, are offered ſtand- 
ing, 1 King.viil.14. And the King turned his face about, 
and bleſſed all the Congregation of Iſrael (and all the 
Congregation of Iſrael ftood) and he ſaid, Bleſſed be the 
Lord, &c. the ſame poſture is obſerved, Ver.z5. 
2 Chron.xX.zg, And the Levites--=-ftood up to praiſe 
the Lord God of Iſrael with a loud woice, 2 Chron.xxix. 
26. Neh.X.40. And this was not a voluntary act, 
but impoſed on the people, as appears from Neh. 
iIx.g. Then the Levites-=--ſaid, Stand up and bleſs the 
Lord your God, &c. In conformity to which, the 
Saints and Angels in Heaven are repreſented to 
us thus praiſing God, Rev.vii.g. They Sod before 
the Throne, and before the Lamb----and cried with a loud 
Vaice, ſaying, Salvation, &c. At Reading the holy 
Scriptures, both Reader and People uſed the ſame 
poſture, as appears from Neb, viii. 4,5. And Ezra 
the Scribe ftood on a Pulpit of Wood----- And Ezra 
. opened the Book, and all the Peeple ſtood up. And Chap. 
ix.3. And they ſtood up in their place, and read in the 
Book : Which our Saviour likewiſe obſerved, 
Luke 1v.16. 


Laſtly, They offered their Sacrifices with Bo- 
os Q dily 
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dily Adoration, 92 Chron. Xxix.27. And when the 
Burnt Offerings began, the Song, of the Lord began 
alſo------ And all the Congregation worſhiped , and the 
Singers ſang, and the Trumpets ſounded; and all this 
continued until the Burnt Offering was finiſhed. 
The word, as was obſerved, here rendred Wer- 
ſhiped, ſignifies literally they bowed themſelves down, 
and the meaning is, They continued proſtrate, 
or kneeling, whulſt the Burnt Offering was offer- 
ed. Thus 1n every Rehigios Performance, the 
Scripture has taken particular notice and Re- 
corded to us, with what Acts of Bolily Worſhip 
it was offered up unto God, 


: Delt. 2. 
The Prafice of Our Church in Bodily Worſhip. 


FF. Et us in next place compare our own Pra- 
ctiſe with this Repreſentation , and ſee 
how we perform this part of Viſible Worſhip in 
our Church. | 
T. Firſt then, when we come into the Publick 
Aſlemblies, we believe our ſelves to come into 
Chriſts preſence ; becauſe he has promiſed Mart. 
Xv1i1.21. Where ty99 or three are gathered together in 
My Name, there am I in the midſt of them: And 
therefore in Obedience to the Commands of 
God in Scripture, *Iis our Cuſtom to lift up our 
hearts to Him wa Prayer, and bow our = 
1ES 
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dies before Him : This bowing our Bodies 
when we come into the Aſſembly of Chriſtians 
met together in Chriſts Name,and for his Service; 
which tho' it be not enjoyned by any Conſtitu- 
tion of our Church, is generally praftis'd by 
good people, as very decent in it ſelf, and edify- 
ing toothers, Our bowing our Bodies therefore at 
our coming into a Chriſtian Aſſembly for Wor- 
ſhip, is only to pay that Bodily Worſhip to God 
that He requires from us when we come into 
his peculiar preſence, which preſence He has 
promiſed in ſuch Aſſemblies. Some indeed are fo 
weak as to term our thus 0or/hiping God, a bowing 
to the Altar : whereas our Church expreſſly decla= 
ring againſt any Adoration to be paid to the Conſe= 
crated Bread and Wine, does much deelare againſt 

doing it to the A/tar, | 
II, Uncovering the Head is a Mark of Reſpe& 
among us ; and therefore we continue Unco- 
vered whilſt the Aſſembly laſts; that is, whil(t 
we are in Chriſts preſence, The cuſtom of the 
Eaſtern Church was to Uncover their Feet 1n the 
preſence of God ; ſo Moſes and Joſhua were com- 
manded to do ; (to which Solomon alludes, Eccleſ, 
v.1.) This was eaſily practiſed with them, be- 
cauſe they wore nothing on their Feet but {oe 
Shoes and Sandals, which were readily {lipt oft ; 
And this continued till our Saviour's tune, as ap- 
Q 2 pears 
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pears by 'their waſhing their: Feet when they 
came into Houſes, Luke vii. 44, Uncovering the 
Head is the ſame common mark of reſpet&t with 
us now, as uncovering the Feet was with them in 
theic time ; and this uncovering the Feet being ne1- 
ther praQicable with us, nor any note of reſpect 
among us, but rather the contrary, OurChurch 
has requir'd us inſtead of it, to wncover our Heads, 
Can. VU. 

' For the juſtification of this practiſe, give me 
leave to digreſs ſo far as to explain one paſlage 
inthe New Teſtament, which ſeems to require 
that a'Man ſhould have his Head untovered in the 
preſence of God, not as a note of reſpeCt, but of 
 Priviledge, 1 Gor. xi. 7, For a Man indeed ought not 
to. cover his Head, foraſmuch as he is the Image and 
Glory of God; but the Woman is the Glory of the Man. 
Which paſlage does not primarily relate to the 
covering the Head, but the Face, by a Vail, accord- 
ing tothe Cuſtom of the Eaſtern Countries : and 
this covering the face, was a note of reſpe&, as the 
contrary was a note of Priviledge : So we find 
that when Rebecca was to appear before her Huſ- 
band ( Gen. xxiv. 65.) She took a Vail and covered 
ber ſelf. So ( Exod. 11. 6, ) Moſes hid his face, for he 
was afraid to look upon Ged ; and Elijah wrapped his 
face m his Mantle when he went out to meet God, «x 
Kings XiX, 13. On the {fame Account the Seraphins 

cover 
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cover their faces with their Wings, If. vi. 2. * Tis there- 
fore a peculiar Priviledge and favour to be allow- 
ed to appear before God uncover'd, and it is reck- 
lon'd as ſuch, 2 Cor. iii. 18, but we all with open face 
beholding as in a glaſs the glory of the Lord, (vc, Thoſe 
that were out of favour might not appear bare- 
faced before their Prince, but with their Heads 
covered, as Haman was when the King {i1znified his 
diſpleaſure againſt him. Efter vii. 6. Now tor the 
underſtanding of the before cited place, we muſt 
conſider that Man being the Image and Glory of God, 
1s allowed to take this Confidence before God, 
which is denied to Women : For ſince God was 
pleaſed to make Man his Image and Glory, 1t is not 
fit that this his glory ſhould be covered before 
him : but on the other hand, it is fit that Man's 


glory, which is Woman, ſhould be covered before 


God. This I conceive 1s the full meaning of this 
place,and has no relation to the manner of uncove- 
ring the of Head in uſe with us now; which 1s only 
a mark of civil reſpect, and that peculiar to Men, 
and not to Women. But however being an ho- 
nour paid to Men,there 1s no reaſon why it ſhould 
not be paid to God: On the contrary it ſeems to 
be required by the Apoſtles general InjunCEtion, 
Let all things be done decently. And it 1s one of the 
Articles of our Church, That the Church has power to 
order Rites and Ceremomes;. that 1s, to determine 


what 
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what particular things come under the Apoſtles 
general word of Decency, 

3. We ſtand up at our Praifengs, Thankſgtivings, 
and Confeſſions of Faith, in Conformity to the Ex- 
amples of Holy Scripture. 

4. At our Confeſſions of Sin, and at our Pray-; 

ers, we preſent our ſelves before God on our 
knees, by order of our Church, according to the 
Example of our Saviour, and the Church of God. 

IH. We Celebrate the Holy Sacrament of the 
Body and Blood of Chriſt in a Worfhiping poſture. 
I know that many except againſt this. It would 
engage me in a longer diſcourſe to examine it 
fully ; perhaps God may hereafter give me an 
Opportunity to diſcuſs it at large, at preſent I 
ſhall only hintat the Scripture-Grounds we have 
for it, by the following deduction. 

1. The Altar was of Old 
ee Aubert Ionics to not to the Lard's Table , from 
ſoothe th 197 pe,vrco whence his Attendants 
Ioſticurion of Chriſt, or Prafiſe of Were fed, Mal, i,y, Ye offer 
the Apotes, mhs compare ovr,"7* polluted Bread upon mine Altar, 
eter har co, nh hey 99> and ye ſay, Wherein have we 

polluted thee ? In that ye ſay, 
The Table of the Lord is contemptible. 

2. On this account the Iſraelites came to the 
Altar, and worſhiped before it, as being God's Ta- 
ble, on which the Sacrifice was preſented, as his 

| | Meat, 
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Meat, of which they were permitted to' par- 
take: So 2 Chron,vi,12, And he ſtood before the Al- 
 farof the Lord----verſ. 13, And kneeled down on his 
knees, And 1 Kings viii,ga, He aroſe from before the 
Altar, from kneeling on his knees. Nor can it be 
ſaid; I hat this kneeling of Sc/omon was only bez 
cauſe he offered up a Prayer at that time, and 
that therefore he -was in a praying poſtute ; for 
undoubtedly it was the Duty of all that were 
preſent at any Sacrifice, to offer up prayers to 
God with the Sacrifice : And accordingly we find 
it commanded 2 Kings xviir 22. Ye fhall worſhip be- 


fore this Altar in Jeruſalem, literally, Ye ſhall bow | 


down your ſelves. 

3- The Communion-Table 1s called the Lord's-7a- 
ble, 1 Cor. X. 21. 

4. The Iſraelites partaking of the Altar 1s pro- 
poſed as an Example for our partaking of the 
Lord's Table, x Cor. x. 16. The Cup of Bleſſing which 
we bleſs, is it not the Communion of the Blood of Chri$t 
The Bread which we break, us it not the Connmunicn 
of the Body of Chrift---- werſ, 18. Behold Iſrael after 
the Fleſh: Are not they which eat of the Sacrifices 
partakers of the Altar ? 

&. In alluſion to this Religious Eating with 
Bodily Worſhip, it is Prophecied of our Saviour, 
Pſal, xxii. 29. All they that be fat upen Earth ( that 
is, the favoured and happy Servants of God "_ ; 

. | calle 
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Called in werſ, 26, The meek) ſhall eat and Worſhip. 

Since then the Scripture ſets forth to us a Reli- 
ous Eating at the Lords-Table with Worſhip, and 
the Holy Communion 1s ſuch an Eating at his Table, 

it follows that the Scripture Warrants our Wor- 
/oiping when we Eat. 

2. We are Commanded in Scripture to receive 
the Holy Euchariſt /n remembrance of ChriſÞs death, 
and by it we ſhew his death till he come, The ſame 
Scriptures Command us to Worſhip our Saviour : 
For he is the Lord, and Worſhip thou bim. Pſal. xlv.1 1. 
If ever then we are to Worſhip our Saviour, it 
is certainly when we come to him in the neareſt 
approaches that we are capable of in this World, 
and with the higheſt ſenſe of Gratitude that our 
Souls can admit of ; to remember and adore him 
for the greateſt ACt of love that could be extend- 
ed towards us, even laying down his Life for us, 
and partake of the benefits thereof by feeding on 
him. If it be not our duty to Worſhip him with 
our Bodies, as well as our Minds, on this occa- 
ſton, 1t is hard to ſay when we are obliged to 
do it. 

This conſideration .prevaild with the Prote- 
ſtant Church of Poland, to oblige all their Mem- 
bers to receive kneeling or ftanding, in Oppoſition 
to the Secinians, who refuſed to pay any Worſhip 


to our Saviour; and therefore Celebrated his Sup- 
Caremo= 


et o 4 3 
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per ſitting. The Words of their General Smdare 
theſe. ( Corpus Confeſſion. p. 236, ) Quod attinet ad 
Caremonmas, rc, © As to the Ceremonies of the 
« Lord's-Supper, the Decree ſome time ago diſ- 
* cult in the Synod of Sandomir, and the Conclus 
« {ſion made and repeated in the General Synod of 


« Cracow and Petrokow, is alſo approved in this 
« Seflion of the Synod of Uladi/law, vizt. That itz 


« ting at the Lord's-Iable ſhall not be uſed in 


« any of the Churches of Poland or Lithuama, 
« c, of our Communion : For this Geremo= 
< ny ( tho' indifferent, as others are) is not uſed 
.* by the Chriſtian and Reformed. Churches ; 
« and is proper to the Infidel Arrians only, who 
$& place themſelves in an equal Throne with 
« the Lord. Since then ftting has. crept into 
« ſome of our Churches, chiefly by the occaſion 
« and countenance of thoſe who have muſerably 
« fallen from us,and denied theLord that bought 
« us, We intreat and exhort all thoſe Congrez 
« gations,and ourBrethren in theLord,rthat they 
« would change /itting into the Ceremonies 
« uſed by us Proteſtants in all the Reformed 
« Churches of Europe, even that the Lord's Sup- 
« per may be adminiſtred to the Communus 
& cants ſtanding or kneeling ( with a proteſtia- 
+ tion againſt Bread-Worſhip uted by the Papilts ) 
« both which Rites ( as they have been hitherto 
- R .« uſed 
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& uſed in ſome Churches ) we leave free, and 
« approve ; without blamingor'giving offence 
«< ;to thoſe who uſe either. This -Synodwas held 
Zane 'vgth: x 589. 

Els! Synod of Petrokow above" mentioned ( held 
June 1.23. 1578.'p4. 234.) expreſſes it ſelf in 
theſe words, * [Becauſe thoſe  Deniterous Fu- 

* :gitives from us 'to-Arianiſm, who change all 
« things-in the Church, pretending to imitate 
« -Chriſt without: diſcretion, were the firſt Au- 
< -thors' amongſt tus of ftting at 'the Lord's Table, 
'<«<.\contravy totheRites/ufedin all theReformed 
<-Churches'through' Europe, Therefore'we re- 
« ject this Ceremony, as:proper to them who 
 **..treatias well:Chriſtias : !his-Sacraments irreve- 
« rently; as: indecent and irreligious, and: very 
<« offenſive to'well-meaning' people. 

It ought to be obſerved, that - this Church 
reckons Sitting a Ceremony ; and a Ceremony of an 
ill fignification and Original ; and not uſed by 
any Proteſtant Church in their 'time.. 

IV. But I find moſt people acknowledge the 
reaſonableneſs of this, and grant if it were lett 
-to/us how. we'wou'd Receive, that we ought to 
-do it with Adoration ; but, lay they, Obedience 16 
better "then Sacrifice ; we are commanded to do 
what Chriſt did, and he Inſtituted, and his Dit- 


ciples Tecived it, ina Table poſture, and __ - 
| or 
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fore ſo ought we, Notwithſtanding the Scrip- 
tures, Reaſon, and Decency ſeem to recommend 
another poſture to us. 5 

Now to this Argument, which is the only one 
I find brought from Scripture, and which ſeems 
to prevail with moſt. I anfwer, | 

rt. That we are not required, nor. is it conve- 
nient to imitate all that Chriſt did. Neither the 
time, nor the number of Receivers, nor the po- 
{ture being obligatory to us, as appears from S. 
Paul, 1 Cor X1 23, who having occaſion to men= 
tion what he received of the Lord concerning this 
Sacrament, mentions only our Saviour's faking 
Bread, giving tbanks, and breaking it, and then ſay= 
ing, Take eat, this is my Body, (yc. without the 
circumſtances of the number of Receivers, his 
poſture, or being at ſupper. Nay, that we may 
not think that this had any relation to a com- 
mon fupper, or the circumſtances of it, he ob- 
ſerves that Supper was done when he took the Cup. 
Our Saviour's poſture therefore, whatever. it 
was, 15 no wiſe obligatory to us, it not being any 
part of what St. Paul profeſles to have received 
from Chriſt concerning this Sacrament. 

2. I have already proved that Religious Ea- 
ting was accompanied with Bodily Worſhip, and 
therefore. if it were granted that we were obli- 
ged to receive this Sacrament in a Table poiture 
Lots R 2 from 
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from the example of ourSaviour,yet it would not 
follow that we ſhould not receive it kneeling. 

'Tis certain our Saviour did not fit, but lie at 
Table when he did cat his uſual Meals. Sup- 
poſe then he had obliged us to his poſture of 
Eating, we ought to lie as he did, but none af 
fert the neceſlity of our doing ſo, or practiſe this 
way. Since then all Parties change it, fure we 
do better that change it into the Religious way 
of Eating, recommiended to us in the Scriptures, 
with Adoration, then others that change our 
Saviour's way into ſitting, the common way of 
our Eating. | 

3. We have this further to ſay for our pras 
Etiſe, That our Saviour was not at a common 
{upper when he Inſtituted this Sacrament, but 
at the Paſſover, which was a Sacramental 
Eating, and had a peculiar poſture prelcribed 
for it, Ez. Xu. 13. and tho' ſome think ( but 
-without warrant from Scripture ) that the 7ews 
did not obſerve this, yet it is owned they ob- 
ſerved another, which differed from the com- 
mon poſture of Eating, and was reckoned Reli- 
gious : However 'tis ſpoken that our Saviour 
performed this Eating with ſeveral Religious 
Ceremonies that were not in the firſt Inſtituti- 
on. Such 1s that we find, Luke xxii. x7. And 
He took the Gup, and gave thanks, and ſaid, T ake _- 

an 
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and divide it among your ſelves, This Cup is difte- 
rent from the Sacramental Cup, which 1s Inſtita- 
ted wer/. 26. and therefore if we would imitate 
Chriſt, we ought to Eat the Lord's-Supper in a way 
peculiar to it ſelf, and difterent from our com- 
mon Meals. 

4 But fourthly, The fall Anſwer to the Ar- 
gument is, Lhat it goes on a falſe Suppoſition 
that our Saviour inſtituted this Sacrament in 
the common poſture of Eating ; which no wiſe 
appears in Scripture, neither can it be inferred 
from any thirg ſaid or intimated by the Evan- 
geliſts, or St. Faul, but rather the contrary. Tt 
is true, whilſt the Diſciples were Eating, he took 
Bread, but after that he gave thenks and bleſſed it, 
and then he brake it, and gave it to them; and it is 
not to be ſuppoſed that the Diſciples continued 
Eating, whilſt our Saviour was giving thanks 
and bleſling; that is, praying. Our Saviour 
therefore, or his Diſciples, were not Eating, but 
giving thanks and praying, whilſt this Sacra=z 
ment was inſtituted ; and therefore 1t was pro- 
per to be done (and in probability was done by 
our Saviour) in a thankſgiving and praying poz 
ſture ; neither was there any neceſiity to take 
' notice of this change of poſture, fince the change 
of the Action, from Eating to Thankſgiving and 


Bleſzng, ſafticiently ſignifies and infers it. There 
Is. 


is no Notice taken of. our Saviour's: riſing at. all 
from the Table, by any of the three Evange/ifts 
that deliver tous the InS:itution of the Sacrament ; 
and yet its plain from John x111.4. that he did 
riſe from that Supper, and: wa/hed his Diſciples 
Feet, and ſat down again, Verlſ.12. and ſo he might 
riſe to bleſs and diſtribute the holy: Sacrament : 
And therefore we have no aſſurance from Scripz 
ture that our Saviour inſtituted this Sacrament in a comz 
mon T able-pofture, rather the contrary ſeems probaa 
ble. So that He has left us at liberty. to follow 
the general Rules of Decency and Reaſon, and 
what the Scriptures repreſent to us as fit, and 
practiſed in the like caſes, 

Laſtly, Wefind the Apoſile ſeverely reproving 
the Corinthians, for their Irreverence in Receiving 
this Sacrament, and threatning- them with Dam- 
nation, for not diſcerning the Lords Fody; that is, 
for receiving it as their common Food, without di- 
ſtinguiſhing between them by a Reverend and 
Religious Receiving it : And {ſure it is but a due 
diſtinion between [t and our common Food, to Ap- 
proach the Lord's Table with as much Reverence 
as the Jews did their Altar, at which they never 
ſat down. 

Upon the whole, I think we do nothing in 
this, or any other ſacred Action, as to- Bedily 
Worſeip, but what is warranted and grounded 

| on 
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on 'the Holy Scriptures, and particularly 'as to 
what 'we do at the Holy Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper : Tt is as unjuſt to ſuſpe& or accuſe us of 
worſhipping the Lord's Table, or the Elements of 
Bread and Wine, becauſe we receive them kneel- 
ng; asit were to accuſe the Jews of worſhiping 
their A/tar or Sacrifices, becauſe they worſhiped 
before them, as God commanded them to do, 
2 Kings Xvii22. Tibeſeech God to give us true 
Submifon and Humility of Heart, for the Outward 
Expreſſions of theſe Inward Di/po/itions of Mind 
which our'Church has appointed by Bodily Worſhip, 
are certainly -ſuchas God has approved, and holy 
Men have praiſed in Scripture, 


Rn” Drtt. Ze | 
* The Pradttice of the Diſenters in Bodily Worſhip. 


1. A ND-now., I come to: you, my Friends, 
Y who Diſſent from Us, to conſider how 
You petform This Part of God's Worſhip, and to 
compare Your Principles and Prattice with what T 
have repreſented from the Holy Scriptures. 
And:firſt as to Your Principles: TI need not tell 
:you, That you dv not allow Bodrly Adoration to be any part 
of God's Worſhip, which yow cannot but diſcern 
'to be Plainly contrary'to the Holy Scriptures, = 
4s | ” 2” _- make 
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make it the moſt proper peculiar ACt thereof, as / 
have ſhewed before,Chap.LV.Sect, r. N*.1.2.3. In 


your Confeſſion of Faith, Chap,2 r, Prayer, Read- 


ang, Scriptures, gc, ſinging Plalms, Adminiſtra- 
tion of the Sacraments, are reckon'd up as parts 
of Religious Worſhip, but not a word concern- 
ing the worſhip of the Body, Your Directory 
doth not only /zave it out, but excludes it, by re- 
quiring all to enter the Aſſembly, and to take 
their Seats and Places without Adoration or bowing 
themſelves towards one Place or other, that is, with- 
out bowing themſelves at all ; A Rule directly 
oppoſite to Natural Reaſon, as well as to the 
Commands of God, and to the Examples of his 
Saints : And 'tis unconceivable how it ſhould be 
laid down by a Society of Men that profeſſed to 
believe Chriſt peculiarly preſent in their Afſem- 
blies; which yet the Authors of your Directory 
profeſs to doin that very place where they for- 
bid all Adofation: Let us then, 1 pray you, com- 
pare their Rule with Gods Word; You have the 
Bible in your hands, and you look upon it to be 
your Priviledge to uſe it : The Scriptures ſay, 0 
come, let us worſhip, let us bow down, let us kneel be- 
fore the Lord our Maker. Your Direfory ſays, Let 
us enter the Aſſembly without Adoration or bowing: 
Where notwithſtanding it allows that we in a 
ſpecial manner appear in God's preſence, Surely you 
: | cannot 
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cannot but ſee this is not only to lay aſide, but 
to contradict the Rules of Scripture. 

II. Your Practice is conformable to your 
Principles : For, 

1. At your Ihankſgivings or Praiſes, -you 
neither bow nor ſtand up. 

2. Whereas We,and the Churches of G4 in all 
Ages, have uſed to ſtand up at the ſolenin Cone 
feſlions of Faith, you have caſt out of your Re- 
ligious Aſſemblies not only this Ad of Worſhip, 
but the Confeſſons of Faith themſelves; ſo material 
a part of the ſervice of God, as appears from 
Rom.X.9,10. If thou ſhalt confeſs with thy Mouth the 
Lord Jeſus, and ſhalt believe in thine Heart that God 
hath raiſed Him from the Dead, 1hou fhalt be ſaved : 
For with the Heart Man believes unto Righteouſneſs, 
and with the Mouth Confeſſion is made unto ſalvation, 
To profeſs ſolemnly that we expect no Happi- 
neſs but from the good pleaſure of God, and 
that we freely acquieſce in his Proviſions for us, 
is no ſmall Evidence of the ſubmiſſion of our 
Minds to God ; and upon that account may be 
reckoned an Inſtance of External Worſhip, and 
accordingly many of the Pſalms contain ſuch 
Confeſſions. 

3- You ſit generally at your Pablick Prayers. 
4. At the holy Sacrament you fit, not only 


whilſt you Receive, but likewiſe at the Ihankt- 
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giving and Bleſſing before ;. and your Direfory 
impoſes this poſture on Communnicants, tho 
contrary to Holy Scripture, in reſpe& of that part 
that concerns the Prayer and Thankſgiving ; and 
without any Command, or ſo much as Ezample 
trom Scripture, in reſpe& of the ſitting at the 
time of Receiving, 

5. Too many of your perſwaſion condemn us, 
who conform to God's Word in theſe particulars,as 
guilty of Superftition,; and endeavour to render 
our Conformity ridiculous ; not being content 
to lay aſide the Commands of God themſelves, but 
endeavouring likewiſe to condemn and ſcoff at the 
Obſervation of them in Vs. 

In ſhort, [entreat you to conſider, That you 
have not any one Viſible Aﬀ of Adoration among(t you 
in your Aſſemblies, except we reckon in this Num- 
ber, T hat your Men Uncover their Heads at Pray- 
WT; and yet even this is not required by your Di- 

CErory. 

It And now let me a while Examine altinly 
with you, the Pretences 1 have met with for 
laying aſide this part of God's Worſhip ;, for it 1s 
not probable that any would baniſh Adoration out 
of their Aſſemblies, and alledge no Reaſon for 
their doing ſo. 

:. Firſt therefore, 1 find that place of Scrip- 


ture produced to this purpoſe, John iv.24. God 1s 
a 
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a Spirit , and they that worſhip Him muſt worſhip Him 
in Spirit and in Truth. Some think that all Bodi!y 
Worſhip 1s here forbidden, and that only the Wo'- 
ſhip of the Spirit or Mind is required of us under 
the Gofpeſ/: Upon this, ſome have declared a- 
gainſt all Churches, or ſeparate places for Wor- 
ſhip; Others are againſt all Bodily VVorship 3 
Others againſt all Sacraments,; Others againſt 
all Vocal Prayers, Praiſes, and Thankſpivings ; 
And even in the Apoltle's time, ſome were 
againſt all Viftble Aſſemblies. And indeed, if 
we underſtand this place as ſome do, that all 
Bodily Worſhip is excluded by it, and that it 


1s ſufficient to Worſhip God in our Sprrits or Minds 


only, 1 do not ſee but all theſe are in the right; 
and thoſe who pretend to be above Ordinances, 
and worship God no-where, are moſt conformable to this 
Rule; and next to them, the ſilent Meetings of 
the Auakers, without Sacraments, without Ve- 


cal Prayers or Praiſes, are the moſt fpiritual fer- 
wice. For if other. Diſſenters think Bodily Worſhip, 


ſuch as Bowing, Kneeling, &C, Unlawful or Un- 
neceſlary, becauſe they are Acts of the Body, 


and unfit on that account . to be offered to God, 
who is a Spirit, why may not the Quakers omit 
the Sacraments, and the Words of the Mouth, which 


are Outward Things as well as the other? Nay, 


why ſhould not outward-Teaching or Preaching 
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ceaſe ? Since the Spirit is a ſufficient Teacher, and 
has promiſed us, Heb.viii.zo. 1 will put my Laws in- 
to their Minds, and write them in their Hearts----Verſ. 
11. And they shall not teach every Man bis Neighbour, 
and every Man his Brother, &c. The Principle and 
Reaſoning is the ſame in all theſe, and will ju- 
ſtifie the Silent Meetings of the Quakers, nay the 
Extravagance of Thoſe that pretend to be above 
all Ordinances, as well as the Irreverence of other 
Diſjenters, 

But we ought to interpret Scripture ſo as 9 
place may not contradiEt another ; and ſince the 
Holy Scriptures ſhew us, that God requires our 
Vocal Prayers and Praiſes, our Viſtble Sacraments 
and Adoration, we ought not to interpret 07 5h1ip- 
ing in the Spirit ſo as to exclude theſe, but rather 
conclude that they may be offered up to God in 
ſuch a manner as to become proper for ſpiritual 
VVorship, or God would never have required 
them. 

' When therefore our Saviour repreſents the 

Worship He taught the World, as a Worship in Spirit 
and Truth, his meaning doubtleſs is not to ex- 
empt us from worshiping his Father with our Bo- 
dies, whereof He Himlelf has given us an Ex- 
ample; but to teach us, That the Outward Aﬀs 
of Worship that we pay to God, are only Accept- 
able to Him, when they proceed from, and are 
accom- 
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accompanied with a hearty ſubmiſton of our Souls ; 
and that every AEt is more or leſs Acceptable, as 
it has more or leſs of our Hearts and Aﬀections 
init: But that Circumſtances of place, and the 
like, give us no Advantage, and are of no value 
towards making our Worsbip Acceptable. 

This meaning of the words directly anſwers 
our Saviour's delign, which was to ſhew the Sa- 
maritan Woman that the time was coming that 
the Worſhip offered to God under the Gojpel! would 
be nothing more acceptable for being offered at 
Feruſalem, or Mount-Gerezim, or any other place; 
But the Heart being right, all places were alike, 
Which was directly contrary to the 7ewih Law, 
that allowed no Sacrifice or Oblation to be accepta- 
ble to God, that was not offered at the Temple, 
and conſequently their Worhhip derived its accep- 
tance from the place, and not from the Heart a- 
lone of him that offered it, 

We affirm therefore, as our Sawur has here 
taught us, that it is only from the Heart, or Sp:- 
rit, that our Worſhip becomes acceptable to God, 
and that the time or place where it is offered 
contributes nothing to our acceptance: But that 
in whatever place, at whatever time, in what- 
| ſoever poſture we offer up our Spirits and Hearts 
to God, weare accepted by him. 

But then we ſay likewiſe, a Man who — — 

the: 
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the Aſſemblies of Chriſtians, cannot have a good 
Heart towards God, becauſe he breaks his Com- 
mand; that ſuch as do not take care to provide a 
convenient and decent place, and tet 1t apart 
for Chriſtians to meet, and to perform God's Wor- 
Jhip in, cannot have a value for it; that ſuch as 
negle& the Holy Sacraments, want Faith in His 
promiſes, as well as Obedience to His Commands; 
and that thoſe who negleC&t to Worſhip him with 
their Body, and to pay outward Reverence and 
Adoration when they come into his preſence, 
-muſt want inward {ſubmiſſion of their minds, 
.becauſe they do not approach as he requires, If 
a Man truly Worſhip Godin his Spirit, it will o- 
-blige him, if able, 'to perform theſe outward 
.A&ﬀs;.and'it he be notable, Goddoth not require 
-them. | 

Tt 1s in this, as in Faith, Fam. 11. 18. A Man 
may ſay, Thou haſt Faith, and I have Works : Shew me 
thy Faith without thy Works, and I will ſhew thee my 
Fairh by my Works, Aﬀter the ſame manner a 
Man may ſay, I hou Worhhipeſt God inwardly in 
Heart and Spirit, and T Worſhip. him outwardly, 
and in the face of the Church with ny Body. 
Shew me thy inward Wor/hip without ; bowing, 
kneeling, or other Bodily a&t of Worſhip, and. I-wall 
ſhew thee my inward Wor/hip, and:dread of God's 
Majeſty by the-wor/hip of my Body. 


From 
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From all which it is manifeſt, that our Obli- 
gation to worſhip God in Spirit and Truth, doth no 
more exclude Bodily Worſhip, then Faith does ex- 
clude Works, 

2. The ſecond pretence I have heard for 
baniſhing of Bodily Adoration is much like the 
firſt, It is alledged, {hat God has no value for it, 
and that if our Hearts are humble? and right with God, 
no matter whether we ſignify it by outward afs of 
Adoration or no. 

But to this I anſwer, 

x. That God himſelf is the beſt Judge of what 
befits His Majeſty, and 'tis a ſure ſign that He 
valueth a thing when he requires it ; fince there- 
fore he has Commanded us to rencer him this 
Bedily Worſhip ; for us to alledge, That He doth not 
value it, is too like ſetting up our own Wiſdom 
above His. 

2. The Words of our Prayers, or Praiſes, and 
all the Fruits of our Lips, are outward things, 
as well as the geſtures of our Bodies, and God 
values them as little as our proſtrating our Bo- 
dies before him, when the Heart goes not along; 
with them, as appears from JU. i. where he 
ſhews his Abborrence, not only of Sacrifices, Feaſts 
and ſpreading forth hands, but likewiſe of Prayers, 
werſ. 4. And Mark vii.6. This People honoureth 
"me with'their Lips, but their Heart is far from _ 

| op 
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howbeit in wain do they Worſhip me, yc. Yet to 
throw Vocal Prayers and Praiſes out of the ſervice 
of God, were abſolutely to deſtroy His Vifble 
Worſhip ; and after the ſame manner to throw 
out all Outward ſigns of Reverence, ſach as 
kneeling, 8c. is a fair ſtep to it. For the ſame 
God that has ſworn, That eviry Tongue ſhall con- 
eſs unto him, has likewiſe ſworn, T hat every knee 


hall bow unto him, Rom. Xiv, x1. Both therefore 


are alike required in the Worſhip of God, and 
both alike inſignificant when ſeparated from 
the ſincere concurrence of our Hearts, When 
the Meditations of our Hearts go along with the 
words of our Mouths, they are acceptable to 
God; and when the ſubmiſſion of our Souls goes 
along with the Worſhip of our Bodres, it 1s 
grateful to him, and valuable in his ſight, asall 
other atts of Obedience are. 

3+ Tho' Bedily Worſhip in it ſelf were a ſmall 
thing, yet the omiſſton of it may be a great and 
Crying in, and a great Contempt of Almighty 
God, Thus eating the forbidden Fruit was in it 
{elf a very inconſiderable Outward Action, and yet 
being forbidden, 1s was the Ruine of all Mankind, 
Thus the waſhing a Man with Water, In the 
Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, is in it ſelf 
no great matter, yet the willful omiſſion of it is ac- 
knowledged by moſt to be damnable. Thus kneel- 


ing 
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ing, or ſtanding at our Prayers, is but a Circum- 
ſtance, yet {ince God has required it, and Holy 
Men. recoramended it by their Example, to 0- 
mit it willfully may be a great ſin, and. render 
our beſt meant Prayers inefftetual, Much more 
muſt it be ſinful to condemn, or mock at thoſe 
who practiſe it according to God's Inſtitution. 

4. As ſmall a value as you think God has for 
Outward performances, yet it is plain; that you 
lay great weight apon the doing, or not doing 
of them. In caſes of neceſſity we think they 
may be lawfully omitted ; but you are Taught 
that in no caſes they may be lawfully pradiſed. 
You are Taught rather to ſtay at Home, and 
not to Worſhip God at all Publickly, than to conform 
in their Outward” Geſtures, or Circumſtances. 
You are adviſed rather to abſtain all y our lives 
from the Lord's-Supper than recive it Kneeling. 
Now. if you think God does hate them ſo much, 
upon ſuppoſition that he has not required them, 
and accounts them a polluting of his Ordinance. 
How muſt it diſpleaſe him to omit them, if it 
appears that He has Commanded them, as I 
think I have made ſufficiently plain. 

6. I intreat you, my Friends, to conſider, 
That whatever Bodily Worſhip be in it ſelf, yet to 
throw it out of Our Publick A fſemblies is of fatall 
conſequence, fince it doth in a great —— 
| icat 
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eat the defign of them. The great defign of 


P ublick Worſhip is, Firſt, To ſignify,” and Teſtify 
to the World the Senſe 'and Belief we' have of 
the Being, Poxper and Providence of God,” To declare 
his Namie to our Brethren, and in the. midft of the 
Church to ſing Praiſe unto him, Heb. 11. 12. And Se- 
condly to be a means to- beget, ſtir np, 'and pre- 
ferve this ſenſe and belief in one another, Heb. 
X. 26. To both theſe ends, Bodily and External 
Worſhip do very much contribute ; and 'tis hard- 
ly poffible to attain either . of them without it, 
For. we catinot ſee into one anothers Hearts, and 
therefore we muſt ſignify our ſenſe and' belief 
of Gd in the Publick Aſſemblies, either by Words or 
Afions, and if poſſible, by fuch as are pecaliar- 
ly appoitited by Grd to this purpoſe. "Bur in 
your Meetings there is hd Obligation. 'on any vne 
to ſignify his Concurrence with the Congregation 
in any. Ordinary a&t of Worſsip, either by. Word 
br Geſture, and therefore this end of Publk 4 
Jembles is utterly deteated by you; Your 'Drrez 
ory does not. require, or allow the People ſo 
much as to. ſignify rheir aflent oy NONE un 
Amen to the Prayers or Thankſgivings there offer- 
ed : But on the contrary, You ridicute thoſe that 
praiſe it purſuant to the Dire&tions and Ex- 
amples in Scripture. And as to Geſtares, ſuch 
as kneeling, ſtanding, or bowing the body, (4c. you 

con- 
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condemn them all :as Relicts of 1dolatry, or Su- 
perſtition, There remains therefore in your A1- 
ſemblies nothing whereby - the people may te- 
ſtity their- Belief, or aflent-to what they hear, 
which was one deſign of the Meeting, Thus by 
turning all Bodily Worſhip out of your Afjems 
blies, you have made yoid this great end of them, 
and left no viſible diſtintion whereby any one 
may ſignify whether he aſſents to the Worship 


that is offered, or diflents from it. The whole 


Aſſembly being to one another meer Spectators and 
Hearers, not 7Joint-Worshipers. 

As to the other end-of Publick Worshrp, which 
is to keep alive, and ſtir up our affections ; you 
cannot but own that the omiſſion of this out- 
ward Wors/ip is a great. hindrance to it. For it 
muſt needs be a great check to Dewetion to ſee «a 
Man come into the preſence of God in a Chriſtian 
Aſſembly, with leſs Reverence,.or ſhew of reſpect, 
then +nto the preſence of: an Qrdinary Superior ; 
and behave himſelf lefs civilly there, then he 
would do in aCourt of Fuſtice. And let people pretend 
what they will, That can never be futtable Wer- 
ſhip. to God, which would be:rudeneſs to a 7udge. 
And therefore the Quakers act much more rea- 
ſonably, who refuſe to take oft their. Hats, or pay 
.Bodily Worship to Men, them other Diffenters, who 
pay itto Men, and refuſe it to Ged.: ;For:todo10 
Ks T2 muſt 
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muſt Naturally tend to extinguiſh the aw and 
tenſe we ought to have of His Majeſty,.and the 
Belief of his peculiar preſence in our Afemblies, 
and it is much to be feared that this proceeds too 
often from the want of ſuch aw, 

6. To conclude, There is a Language of Ge- 
ſtures rather more ſignificant and moving than 
that of the Tongue ; and he muſt have a pecu- 
liar make of Mind, that is not more awakened 
and affefted by ſeeing a whole Congregation on their 
Knees, with their Hands and Eyes litt up to Hea- 
ven; than to ſee them ſitting or leaning, whilſt 
their Petitions are offering up to God. Words 
therefore and Geſtures being only different parts 
of the Language whereby. we expreſs and com- 
municate our Thoughts and Aﬀetiions to one anv- 
ther, and Foth being Recommended to us by Na- 
ture, and Commanded by Scripture, to be uſed in 
the Worſhip of Ged, he who lays aide Geſtures, 
does fin againſt the Commondment of God,as well as 
he that lays aſide Words. I heartily wiſh You, 
and all Diſſenters, wou'd confider this ; which if 
you did, I aſflure my ſelf you wou'd perceive this 
-to be a matter of ſome moment, and neither condemn 
our Bodily Adorations, nor continue your own (what I 
mult call) trreverence. 

3- But thirdly, Some alledge, for their omit- 
ing this part of Ged's Worship, That they do net 


condemn 
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condemn Bodily "Adoration in his ſervice, but that to 
ſtand up and kneel in the Congregation is ſo troubleſome 
to them, that they judge they are better omitted. 

To which I Anſwer, -That I verily believe 
that theſe perſons do give the true Reaſon of 
this Practice ; For, as it has been ſhewed be- 
fore, 'twas of old the Reaſon of people's Negle- 
Eting God's Service, and Matter of their Com- 
plaint againſt it, That it was a wearineſs, Mal.13. 
But ſure 'tis no leſs a ſin to lay aſide the Com- 
mandments of Ged for our Eaſe, than to change 
them for the Traditions of Men. *Tis an Effect 
of our Natural Corruption, to deſire to ſerve 
God with that which coſts us nothing, and with- 
out trouble ; and moſt are willing to fave their 
Fains, as well as their: Money, 11 his Service. But 
this 1s a certain ſign that they have little Heart 
and Afﬀection to It ; if they had, it would not 
ſeem a trouble to them to ſhew it: by all the 
Outzrard DemenSrations that the Scriptures recom- 
mend to us. A devout Heart bows the Body, bends 
the Knees, and lifts up the Hands in Prayer, with- 
out any trouble. And they have reaſon to ſu- 
ſpe& their own Hearts, that find theſe demon- 
ſtrations of Reverence to their Creator and Ke- 
deemer, Uneaſie to them. 

This very Pretence ought to fhew you, That 
it 1s the Negligence and Dead-heartednefs of 

© People 
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Peaple towards God" s Service, that has*baniſhed 
theſe Bodily Adorations out of it. We think it 
no Diſadvantage to. our Church, that we'are 
forcd, to,acknowledge, That-,your way of VVor- 
Ship is much, Ea/rerithan-ours,;, to luch as are pre- 
ſent at it; it being - much. leſs - trouble to a 
Man that has no value for Religion, to. come 
into an Aſſembly,; and there /it down; and lap 
his Chak about him,. without being obliged to 
any VVord or Geſture that may diſturb his /leep, 
or VVorldly Thoughts, than to be under an O6{z 
gation-every moment to ſignify his Attention;by fome 
Word or Geſture, under the Penalty of being re- 
marked by the whole C ongregation, for his Negli- 
gence and Irreverence; which is the caſe in our 
Afemblies;- and. 'tis to! be feared, is the Reaſon 
that ſome ;leaye. us, .and go where they may be 
at eaſe and negligent more ſecurely. 

I confeſs, in the fourth place, There are 
ſome that excuſe themielves more handſomly, 
for not kneeling at their Prayers, «vc. Say they, 
VVe want Convemienty, we laave no room to kneel. 

To theſe we Anſwer, That where ſuch a thing 
is omitted oat of Neceſſity, not Negligence, or Con- 
tempt, we believe Gor will not impute'tt tothem, 
neither do we accuſe them for it. 

Bur then we cannot but obſerve that this is 
not the general Reaſon. of emitting this part of 

God's 
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God's PVorship*among you : 'Fot, Ps Tt- 1S5nat 
your Cuſtom to kneel .in' , your. Pybl iek - 'Wor- 
ſhip, tho! you' have Conveniency, CON 15 'mani- 
te From the” Practice 'inall Your Meetings ; 
in which, I could never learn that any one 
kneeled; on the contrary , you condemn Us 
Wo do. 
When you want Convthienty for: Kneeling, 
oa might Stand at your Prayers, which is a 
Scripture-poſture , as well as Kneeling; you 
might bow Jour Bodies when you. come into 
God's preſence ; 'you. "might contifiue Vnthvered 
whitft init: * But, 'you omit all theſe,” as well 
as Kneeling ; and thereby plainly ſhew that 
your Negle&; in this paint, 1s An #&t; of Chnice, 
not Ne " 
W Kneeling 4 Phblich Prayers be: a ' Duty we 
are obliged to Provide conventency for it, for it 


is certainly a fin to ſuffer any part of God's Ser 


vice to be omitted for want of care. It is aseaſy 
to provide conveniency for kneeling as for ſitting 
in Publick Aſſemblies : And if we Conſider, how 
carefull moſt people are to provide Seats for 
their eaſe, and how negligent tomake any pro- 
viſion for kneeling ; *Tis but too manifeſt a ſign 
 ( whatever 1s pretended) that they are much 
more zealous for their caſe, then for the Service 


of God,! + 
But 
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.. But what conyeniency is. it that. Men deſire ? 

It i iS; eaſy ;#01 Fi ;them, to have as, much. conveni- 
aA 


ency..as;St..Paul and his Congregation had when 
they kneeled on” the Shore, Ad. xx. It they had 
the Devotion of St. Paul, they would not fail to 
imitate his Example : Be ye followers, ſaith he, 
of me, as 1 am of Chriſt. St, Paul followed the E-x- 
ample of Chrift in this particular ; and ſurely 
we ought to follow. his, except we think our 
ſelves grown wiſer then He was, or prefer our 
cale to. our Duty. 

But the Truth of ' the matter, as it ſeems to 
me, is, That your Neglefting to kneel at the 
moſt ſolemn of all Chriſtian Ordinances, the Lord's 
Supper, 'does harden. you againſt Reverence in the 
other parts of Divine Worſhip : And it is no won- 
der it ſhou'd do ſo ; for if Reverence be not 
thought neceſſary in that Duty, it may well ſeem 
unneceſſary, in any other. 
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of the Lord's-Supper. 
Delt. I, 


What the Holy Scriptures preſcribe concerni 1g 
. the frequency of Celebrating it. 


He Fifth Main and Subſtantial part of the 
| ordinary Worsbip of God in the Aſſemblies of 
C Chri tans, is the Celebration of the Lord: "5-Supper. Tt 15 
not to be expected that I ſhould treat concern- 
ing the preparation requiſite in the Receivers, or 
any of thoſe other circumſtances, which are ge- 
nerally agreed on as,neceflary in this matter ; 
and concerning which ſo many excellent Trea- 
tiſes are extant. TI ſhall confine my ſelf to one 
Point, and that is the Frequency of it, as a Publick 
at of Worſhip, and examine, Firſt, what the In- 
ftitution and Pradtice of the C burch of God in Scrip- 
ture Leach us, as to this particular. Secondly, 
Compare our Prafice therewith. And Thirdly, 
Lhe Pradtice. of thoſe who differ from us. 

As to the by es -f Celebrating the Lord's-Sups 


per, 
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per, I find many People of opinion, that the 
Scriptures have determined nothing in it, 6: that 
therefore 1t 15 intirely left to the diſcretion of 
the Miniſters, how often they will Celebrate it, 
and to the People's how often they will receive 
it : And that on this Account every one 1s left 
to judge for himſelf, when he will be a partaker 
of it, as he thinks it moſt for his Comfort and 
Edification ;, which makes the Ce/cbration and Ke- 
ceiving it {0 Arbitrary a thing, that many never 
receive it at all. And the Univerſal neglect of it 
is become one of the Crying ſins of theſe Kingdoms, 
and a great Objection againſt the Reformation. 

. But if we Conſider the nſtitution of this Sara- 
ment, it will help us to paſsa right judgment, as 
to the Obligation of the frequency that lies on us. 
I ſhall endeavour to make this plain in the fol- 
lowigeparacular,. TT THE Fr 

x. Our Saviour when he had Bleſſed, broken, and 
delivered the Bread to his Diſciples, Commanded 
them to Take Eat, and do This, that they ſaw 
Him do, in Rememberance of him; and when He 
had Bleſjed the Cup, and given it to them, he Com- 
manded them to Drink all of it,/ and as often as 
they drink it, to do it in Remembrance of him. 1 Cor. 
X1. 26. Now TI conceive the moſt Natural In- 
terpretation of theſe words of ogr Sawiour, Do 
this in Remembrance of Me, and This dv Te as often 


as 
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as often as you drink it, in Remembrance of Me, to be, 
as if he had ſaid. «© We have now Celebrated 
« together the Jewiſh Paſſover in Remembrance 
« of our Fore-fathers deliverance out of Egypt. 
. «© But I am about to purchaſe for you by my 


' © Death a much more glorious deliverance 


* from the ſlavery of Sn, and the power of Hell. 
* And I order you for the future to do this 
- © ( which you ſee done by me ) in Remema 
* brane: of Me,as what you have hitherto done, 
* has been inRemembrance of your Deliverance 
< -out of Egypt. From this Inſtitution it appears, 

1. That the Lord's-Supper is ſubſtituted in the 
place of the Paſſover, which was Commandcd 
by the Law to be Celebrated once in the Year ; 
and that in a place appointed by God, where all 
Iſrael were to aſlemble for it. 

2. That Our Saviour has confind us to no 
Place, or prefixt time for the Celebration of his 
Supper that ſucceeds it ; which makes 1t much 
more eaſy for us to obſerve it, and renders us 
much more inexcuſable if we neglect it, 

3+ Since Our Savior has taken off the Con- 
finement to Time and Place, that made the 
Paſſover ſuch a Burthen. It follows that they who 
Celebrate it ſeldomer then the Jews did their 
Paſſover, muſt needs have leſs regard to the me- 
mory of Chriſts Death, and the deliverance 

- ny wrought 
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wrought by it, then the Jews had to'their De- 
liverance out .of Egypt, © There being no other 
imaginable reaſon that can tempt them to. neg- 


A1e& purifying themſelves for this ſolemnity of 


Workip, and frequenting'it, but the deadnels 
of their Hearts towards Chriſt, and the want of 

Senſe, Gratitude and Love towards their Maſter. 
4. Chriſt's poſitive Command to Ds this in Re- 
membrance of Him, (xc. muſt oblige us in ſome 
Times, and in ſome Circumſtances; And there 
can be no better way of determining when we 
are obliged to doit, then by obſerving when 
God in his goodneſs gives us Opportunity, for 
either we are then obliged: to do it, or elſe we 
may chooſe whether we will ever do it or no; 
there being no better means of determining the 
trequency,. then this of God's giving us the op- 
portunity. And the ſame Rule holding in all 
other general, poſitive Commands, ſuch as in 
thoſe that oblige us to Charity, we may be ſure 
it holds likewiſe in this, Therefore whoever 
{lights, or neglects any Opportunity of Recerving, 
which Ged affords him, does fin as certainly as 
he who being enabled by God to perform an A& 
of Charity, and invited by afit Obje&t, neglects 
to Relieve him, or ſhuts up his Bowels of Com- 
paſſion againſt -him; concerning whom: the 
<cripture aſlures us, That the Love of God aells 
not 
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not in'him : And the Argument is rather ſtronger 
_ #eainſt him who neglects this holy Sacrament; 

for how can it be ſuppoſed that a Man has a true 
love for his Saviour, or a due ſenſe of his ſuffer- 
rigs who refuſes, or neglects to remember the 
greateſt of all benefits, in the eaſyeſt manner, 
tho! Commanded to do it by his Redeemer, and 
invited by a a fair opportunity of God's own 
offering. 

5, It is manifeſt that if it be not our on 
Faults, we may have an Opportunity every Lord's 
Day, when we meet together; And therefore 
that Church is guilty of laying aſide this 
Command, whoſe Order of Worſhip doth not re- 
quire and provide for this PraCtice. Chriſt's 
Command ſeems to lead us directly to it : For, Do 
this in remembrance of Me, implies that Chriſt was 
to leave them ; that they were to meet toge- 
ther after he was gone; and that he required 
them to remember him at their Meetings whilſt 
he was abſent. The very Deſign of our Pablick 
Meetings on the Lord's-Day, and not on the Jew- 
iſh Sabbath, is to remember, and keep up in our 
Minds a ſenſe of what Chriſt did and ſuffered 
for us, till He come again; and this we are obliged 
to do, not in-ſuch a- manner as our on Invention 
ſuggeſts, but by ſach means as Chriſt himſelf has 
preſcribed: to us ;, that is, by celebrating this Holy 
Sacrament. It 


be KR 
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It ſeems then probable trom the very Inſtitu- 
tion of this Sacrament, that our Saviour deſigned it 
ſhould be a part of God's Serwice, in all the ſolemn 
Aſſemblies of Ghrifttans, as the Paſſover was in the 
Yearly Aſlembles of the Jews. To know there- 
fore how often Chriſt requires us to celebrate this 
Feaſt, we have no more to do, but to enquire 
bop often Chriſt requires us to Meet together ; that 
is, at leaſt every Lord's Day. | 

I. And the ſame is farther manifeſt, in the 
ſecond place, from the Examples of the Apoſtles, 
and of the Churches of Ged in the New Teftament, 
They cannot be ſuppoſed but to have wunderftood 
what Chriſt meant by theſe words, Do this in Rea 
membrance of Me;, and if it appears that they did 
make this Feaſt a conftant part of their Ordinary 
Worſhip, we may ſafely conclude, That Chriſt 
meant it ſhould be ſo. And here 'tis obſervable, 
That we do not find any ah ftated Meeting of 
Chriſtians for Worſhip in the whole New Teſtament, 
without it, 

At firſt the Diſciples had their Meetings eve- 
ry Day, and then they likewiſe daily received 
this Sacrament, Ats 11, 46. And they continued daily 
with one Accord in the Temple, and in breaking Bread 
from Houſe to Houſe; And St. Paul ſuppoies that 
their Meeting. together was on purpoſe, and 


with expreſs Deſign to Celebrate this Feaſt, 
x Cor. 
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x Cor. X. 20. When ye come together therefore into 
_ one place, this is not to eat the Lord's Supper ; 
which intimates, That one main Deſign of 
their coming together, was and ought to have 
been, to cat the Lord's Supper ; tho! by their mit- 
behaviour they ſo corrupted the Ordinance, that 
it could not be called Hz Supper. 

If one ſhould now reprove Chriſtians, whom 
they obſerve to mi{-benave themſelves in Church, 
in theſe words : When you come together into one 
place, this is not to hear the Word of God Preach- 
ed to you ; for one is Talking, and arother is Sleep= 
ing: Wou'd not every Body conclude, That in 
the Opinion of the Reprover, the Hearing the 
Word of God Preached, ought to be one End of 
their coming together ? And then ſurely the 
Apoſtles ſaying that when you come together into one 
place , this is not to eat the Lords Supper, &Cc. 
gives us ground to conclude, that in his Opini- 
on, Eating ihe Lords Supper ought to be one con- 
ſtant End of our coming tegether. Which is 
further manifeſt from the Advice he gives them, 
Verſ.33. Wherefore, my Brethren, when ye come to- 
gether to eat, tarry one for another. One End there- 
tore of their coming together, was, as Children 
come together in a Family at Meal-time; that 
is, to be fed at their Father's Table : For what 
the Apoſtle called in the former Verſe, coming 

together 
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together into one place ; in this Verſe: he calls, 
conny together to eat; intimating, that a main, 
end"'of their coming together znto one place, was 
to eat, 
-::3, When the Meeting of Chriſtians came to. 
be'fixed to the Firſt Day of the Week, or the Lord's 
Day, the Breaking of Bread was likewiſe brought 
to theſame Day : So Aﬀ's xx.7. And upon the firſt 
Day'of the Week, when the Diſciples came together to 
break'Bread, Paul preached unto them. From which 
words we may conclude two things; Firſt, That 
the Firſt Day of the Week was the Diſciples 
time'of Publick Worſhip, Secondly, That the 
Breaking of Bread, or celebrating the holy Eu- 
chariſt, was a part of that Worſhip. Lhe Scrip- 
ture is as plain for the one as the other. There 
have been ſome Diſpates raiſed about Changing 
the Day of Worſhip from the Laſt to the Firſt 
Day of the Week, and this place 1s uſually. pro- 
duced to juſtifie the Change ; And ſure the 
fame place is as clear for the Celebration of the 
Lord's Supper on 'that Day, as for the Obſervation 
of the Day it ſelf, inſtead of the Sabbath. And 
therefore whoever wilfully paſles the Lord's-Day 
without it, doth not obſerve it as the Scriptures, 
__ the Practice of the Diſciples, direct us. to 
* | 
4. I have endeayoured all along to confine 
e's | my 
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my {ſelf to the plain words of Scripture, and to 
_ uſe ſuch Arguments only, as the meaneſt per- 
ſons might be able to judge of from their Bi- 
bles : et in a Controverted place of Scripture, 
concerning the meaning of a Command of 
Chriſt relating to ſome poſitive Duty, I take 
the conſtant practice of the Church trom the 
Apoſtles downward, to be a goud means of de- 
termining the ſenſe of it ; And as there is not 
any Example of a ſtated Aſſembly for Worihip 
in the New Teſtament without the Lord's-Supper, 
- 1o I think there is not any Example of that Na- 
ture in all Antiquity. For the truth of which I 
appeal to thoſe that are skill'd init. The near- 
er we come to the Apoſtles, we ſhall ſtill find 
the Lord's- Supper the more punCtually obſerved, 
as a conitant part of the Ordinary ſervice of the 
Church: And 'tis remarkable, that when fir(t 
ſome who had been preſent at the Prayers and 
Preaching of the Church began to go away from 
the Publick Aſſemblies without Receiving ( which 
was a corruption that came in about 300 years 
after Chriſt) it was looked on as ſo great an In- 
novation and breach of the Scripture Rule, tha t 
the Church decreed whoſoever was -ulty of 1t 
ſhould be Excommunuicated. So, particularly 
the Ninth of thote commonly called the Canons 
of the Apoſtles, and the ſecond Canon of the ww 
X 0 
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of Antioch, Thus the PraQtice of the Church 
continued for many Ages. And tho' the genez 
rality of Men could not be perſuaded conſtantly 
to partake of the Lord's-Supper, atter the Diſci- 
pline of the Church, was diflolved, and the piety 
of Men began to cool, yet ſtill it was Celebra- 
ted on the Lord's-day, according to: the firſt ſet- 
led Practice of the Church. 

s. And indeed. the corrupt practice of the 
folitary Maſſes of the Papiſts is a further evidence 
of its being counted Originally a part of the ore 
dinary Worſhip of God, I think it is confefled 
by all, even-by the Papifts themſelves, that thoſe 
Maſles had thewOriginal from the untverſal cor- 
ruption and negligence of Chriſtians ; For whilſt 
the People had eitherPiety or Zeal, they commuz 
nicated with the Biſhop, or Miniſters, in every 
Aſſembly, at leaft a competent number of them : 
But when Piety and Devotion were in a manner 
loft in the corrupt Ages of the Church, it came 
to pals, that tho' the , Miniſtes Conſecrated the 
Elements every Lord's-day, according to theEx- 
ample of the Holy Scriptures, and Antiguity, yet he 
could prevail with few or none to receive with 
him, but was often forced to. receive alone, 
+ his was a great corruption and a falling from 
the Scripture precedent ; but the Roman Church 1n- 
ſtead of Reforming: the abuſe, by obliging the 

| | people 
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people to receive as formerly, corrupted her 
principles, as well as praftice, and decreed it 
lawful and ſufficient for the Prieft to receive az 
lone, Yet this abuſe ſhews us what ſhould be, 
and what has been the practice ; and that the 
Church has conſtantly reckoned the Lord's-Supper, 
as an Ordinary part of Publick Wor ſhip in Chrifitan 
Aſfſ-mblies on ſolemn days ; and ſure taen to lay it 
alide can be termed no lefs then an ſnvention of 
our owr, Since we can neither in Scriptur-, or 
in the Church of God for 1400 years together, 
( whichis a ſufficient commentary on the Scrip- 
ture Text) produce one Example of a ſtated 
ſolemn Chriſtian Aflembly without it. 


Detk. 2. 
The Practice of Our Church as to frequent Communions. 


T. T Aving thus conſider'd the Rules and 
| Examples that the Scriptures afford us 
in this point, let us in the ſecond place compare 
the Rules and Praffices of Our Church with this pat- 
tern, I will not pretend” that they come tully 
up to it, this being the moſt defective part of 
the Reformation ; But'T doubt not on view it will 
appear that Our Church comes nearer the Scripture 
precedent then perhaps any other, 
| 2 'I was 
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'TI was the deſign of the Reformation to throw 
out the corruptions. of the Church of Rome, and. to 
bring things back to what was practited in the 
Apoſtles time, and in the purer Ag-s of tit: Church, 
And as to the preſent point before us,Our Keform- 
ers found two corruptions crept in by me : 
The firſt was, That the Prief received the Lord"s- 
Supper alone, without rhe people, which deſtroy- 
ed the Nature of this Holy Sacrament, as a Com- 
munion ; The ſecond was, That the people 
thought they had ſufficiently obſerved the Lord's- 
day it they faw Maſs, without underſtanding it, 
or receiving, Our Church theretore to Reform 
the firſt. of : theſe, Ordains, That there ſhall 
be no Communion, except 4 ( or 3 at the leaſt) 
Communicate with the Prieſt. $0 where 3. are 
willing to Receive, the Miniſters may proceed 
to the Holy Communion every Lord's-day, For our 
Saviour has promiſed that Where two or three are 
met together he will be in the midſt of them, | 

T hree therefore make a Congregation,and have 
a Title to the Ordinances of Chr:#; and there is 
no reaſon that the Obſtinacy or Negligence of 
others ſhould hinder ſuch as are willing from 
Worſhiping Ged, according to his Inſtitution 3.and 
therefore Our Church has taken care to provide 
for them, by Ordering that ſome part of the 
Communion-Service be read every Lord's-day 
both 
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both with deſign to put all people in? mind of 
their Duty, and to accommodate ſuch as can be 
prevaibd on hercin to live ap to the Rutes of Scrip- 
ture, and the practice of the Primitive Church. 

2, *Tis Ordered, | hat in Cathedral and Col- 
legiate Churches and Colledges, where there are 
many Prieſts and Deacons, they ſhall all receive 
the Communion every Sunday at the leaſt, 


3. That every Pari/hioner ſhall Communicate at 


leaſt three times in the-year, whereof Eaſter ty 
be one ; and ſurely ſuch as cannot fit themſelves 
fo often, muſt, in their own Opinion, be out of a 
ſtate of Grace, and deſerve to be Excommuni- 
cated by the Church. 

.. 4. Laſtly, As to our PraCttice, we have pre- 
vailed fo far, that Univerſally the Lord's Supper 
is Celebrated 7 hrice every year ; and where eiz 
ther our Perſwaſfions, Arguments, - or Entrea= 
ties can prevail with our People, we: have 
Monthly Communions ; andin-Cities and large 
Towns, by the changing the Monthly Days in ſeve- 
ral Chart 2s, peonle that are devoutly diſpoled, 

have Opportunitic> ot Receiving Weekly: And 
we have reaſon to hleſs God that our Church: 
wants not ſome, and I hope I may ſay many 


luch. 
Upon the whole, it muſt be confeſſed, 


5» 
That.to hold Solemn Aflembiies of. Chriſtians, 
with-- 
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without Communicating, is a corruption of Ps- 
ery, and came in by diflolutien of Manners, 
and flackning of the Diſcipline of the Church ; 
and tho' we have not been able to Root-out and 
Reform this Popiſh Praflice intirely, yet we have 
done our Endeavour ; and, - by God's Blefling, 
may ſay we have made ſome progreſs in it ; in- 
Jomuch that if we take that for Ordinary which 
has a conſtant fixed time for its Obſervation; 
the Holy Sacrom-nt 1s an Ordinary part of our pub- 
lick Service of- God. 

And 1 verily perfwade my ſelf, That by God's 
Aſſiſtance we ſhould have brought our people 
before now to the Scripture-Order of conſtant 
Weekly Communicating, had not. the Ill Ex- 
ample and Obſtinacy of thoſe that ſeparate from 
our Church, Encouraged them in their Negli- 
gence, and weakened our Diſcipline : For our 
Church orders Non-Communicants to be preſented 
and puniſhed; and our Miniſters do not gene- 
rally fatter the people in their fin, or diflemble 
their Duty in this point ; but frequently and 
earneltly, by Sermons, Admonutions, and Treatiſes 
purpoſely publiſhed to this intent, preſs them 
to it ; and therefore we are blameleſs before 
God and Man. Nor 1s it our Fault that the 
practice of -our | people 1s not Reformed, accor- 
ding to the Pattern of the Apoſftolick Church, and 

the 
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the Rules of our Own : So that we cannot be ac- 
cufed of laying aſide the Commandments of God, or 
of teaching any Doarine of our own Invention, in 
this particular ; tho' we are yet too far ſhort of 
the Primitive Practice and Inſtitution, 


Dr ﬀ; 3» 
The Practice of the Diſſenters about Frequency 


of Communicating. 


I. } Come now (according to my former Me- 

thod) to Tou, my Friends, who Diſſent from 
75, and intreat You to Examine, with Me, your 
Principles and Practice, by theſe Scripture= 
Rules and Examples :: And here firſt I muſt obs 
ſerve to you, That you have no fixt or ſet Times 
for the Adminiſtration of this Sacrament; on 
the contrary,. your Direfory orders, That the times 
how often this is to be Celebrated may be confidered 
and determined by the Minifters and other Church-Go- 
vernours of each Congregation, as they hall find moſt 
conventent for the Comfort and Edification of the People 
committed to their charge : By which Rule, the 
Lord's Supper 1s Excluded from being any ordina- 
ry conſtant part ot God's Service, it being refer- 
red to the Ditcretion of the Miniſters and Elders 
of each Congregation to. determine , as in _ 

| OCcaſt- 
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occaſional things, how often rhe people ſhall | 


have the comfort of it, It had been as reaſon- 
able to refer it to their Diſcretion how often the 
people ſhou'd have the comfort of Hearing the 
Scriptures read, of Joyning in the Praiſes of God, 
or in Prayers to Him; which yet they determine 
they are obliged to every Lord's Day, Had they 
made the ſame Rule for the holy Communion, 
they had indeed conformed to the Scriprtare- 
Precedent, and might have pretended to ſome 
Keformation : But to leave the celebration of 


this - Fealit altogether Diſcretionary, I have (| 


ſhewed to be directly againſt what we find pra- 
Ctided in Scripture. | 

II. Whereas it 1s a corruption of - Popery to 
ſuffer the people to be preſent at the publick 
Aſſemblies for Worſhip and celebration of. the 
Lords Supper, without being obliged to Receive ; 


our Teachers, inſtead of endeavouring to re- | 


form this Abuſe and Innovation, have fallen into a- 
nother practice as unprecedented in Scripture, the 
Excluding this Sacrament intirely from your 
Ordinary ſolemn Meetings. And truly in this 
point you ſeem more inexcuſable than the Pa- 
pifts themſelves; for the Papifts order the Ele- 
ments to be conſecrated every Lords Day, and 
di;tributed to thoſe that defire it : But your 
Teachers neither offer it to the peaple, nor invite 
| them 
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them toit; nay, ſo far are they from it, that 
they donot ſo-much as afford an Opportunity to thoſe 
that deſire to be conſtant Receivers : Which is 
plainly to multiply the Abuſes introduced by 
- Popery, inſtead of Reforming them. 

I1I, They rarely preſs their people to Commu- 
mcate; they have tew Sermons or Diſcourſes to that 
purpoſe; and many of them condemn our Zeal, 
for endeavouring to reſtore the conſtant Communion 
precedented in Scripture, 

I muſt further make you ſenſible that your 
Practice is yet worſe than your Principles, Your 
Direttory owns that the Communion, or Supper of the 
Lord is frequently to be celebrated, 8&c. Bat it fares 
with this, as with all other indefinite Rules: they 
{ignifie only that people may do what they pleaſe in 
the caſe. No body can certainly tell what frequently, 
many, often, or convement, ſignifie; and therefore 


where only theſe words are uſed in a Rule, it 15. 


little better than to have no Rule at all; as ap- 
pears in this very caſe : Fer when people were re- 
laxed from the particular and certain Rules of 
our Church, by the firſt breaking off of thoſe of 
your Perſwaſion from us, the Lord's Supper was laid 
aſide wholly for ſeveral years by ſome Congrega- 
tions; and at laſt too many came to look on it as 
a matter of no conſtant neceſſity. I appeal to 
You, whether it is not yet reckoned a great thing 
Y amoing 


— 
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among many of you, if oncein a year or two a 
Communion be celebrated in one of your Meet- 
ings; Nay, among ſome of you it 1s often omitted 
for ſeveral years together, and in ſome places 
for tenor more : I fear I may ſay, Your people ge- 
nerally have too /ittle ſence of the Obligation of Re- 
ceiving it at all ; and your Miniſters indulge them 
fo far in this corruption, that a Man may live com- 
fortably amongſt you, and with the Reputation of a Pro- 
feſſor, to Thirty or Fourty Years of Age, and never 
Receive at all; And by the beſt Enquiry I 
cou'd make, I cou'd not compute that One in Ten 
that goe to your Meetings ever Receive through the 
whole courſe of their Lives, notwithſtanding Chrift's 
poſitive Command fo do it in remembrance of Him. 
So unhappily are Men over-ſeen in laying aſide 
the Commands 'of God, for their own Inventions, I | 
ſhould be glad to find that / were miſtaken in 
this Computation : In the mean time you muſt give 
me leave to tell you plainly, That this prattice 
of Rare or No Communion, 1s ſo pecultarly your ozpn, 
that I think you are altegether ſingular in it; and 
are 1o far from having any Preeedent for it in 
Scripture, that I doubt whether any Precedent 
can be found for you, even amongſt the moſt de- 
generated or Barbarous People that ever called 


themſelves Chriſtians. 


And therefore, it you have either any true 
regard 
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regard for Scripture, or Reverence for the Con- 


ffant and Univerſal Praftice of the Church of 
God. You ought to reflect upon your praftice- 


herein ; and conſider how Tou can anſwer it to 
God, or your Conſciences, 

I will not Examine the Reaſons, commonly 
given for your Omiſſions in this weighty Afair, 
fince it 1s manifeſt no Reaſon of Man's Invention 
ought to be admitted for direct - diſobedience to 
Chriſt's Command ; It Tou are Chriſtians in earneſt, 
you ought, as often as you have Opportunity, to 
remember the great Love of Our Lord and Maſter, 
as he has Commanded; And your Miniftersought 
to take care to afford you frequently ſuch Oppors 
tunities, Tf you or they neglect this, I do not ſee 
how you can with Reaſon inſiſt ſo much onthe 
Purity and Obſervation of Ghrift's Infiitution, 


Conclu- 
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CONCLUSION. 


Have gone through the Five Principal Parts 

of the Publick Worſhip of God; and (It hope) in 
all of them have made good what firſt under- 
took, and ſhewed that there needs no more to 
zuſtity the Pablick Service: of our Church, than 
_ to. compare it with the Rules and Examples of 
Scripture. IT have only a few words to add by 
way of Concluſion, Firſt to my Brethren of 
the Clergy, and then to the Laity who are under 
my Charge. 


To the Conforming ELERGY of DERRY, 


:. A-ND firſt as to you , My Brethren, , that 

are of Our Communion, and owning My 
Authority, let Me, - as a Brother and a Fellow- 
Labourer, exhort you to be thankful to God, 


that has Entruſted you with ſach an Excellent 
Miniſtry 
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Miniſtry and Service, which being built on ſa 
ſure a Foundation as the Word of God, cannever 
be ſhaken, or put you to any great Ditficulty to 
defend it, ſince you need no more than the plain 
words of your Bibles, without gloſs, or Commen= 
tators, to aflert and juſtify it. _ | 

2. Let me recommend: to you: Revyerence, 
Devotion and Diligence, in the Uſe of this Ser- 
vice, T have already obſerved that there is a 
Language of Geſtures rather more ſignificant and 
aftefting than that of Words.It becomes us there- 
fore not only to Love and Uſe our Service, bat 
likewiſe to recommend it to the people, by a di- 
{tin& and afteionate mannex. of -prononncing 
and reading it, and by a devout; and, grave. be- 
haviour at it. This can never . be, preſſed too 
much on you, or on others by you; ſince 'tis 


abſolutely neceſſary to give. Life and Efficacy to. 


it; as: the contrary will-expote the b2ſt and moſt 
ſacred thing to contempt ; and bring a greater di= 
 ſparagement on our Service, then all Var Adver- 
faries endeavonrs can ever do. I ho Our Service be 
appointed by God, and Warranted by Scripture, yet 
evenGod's Appointments are Abominations to hum, when 
ſeparated from the heart, and are only acceptable 
to.-him, as they contribute to lanyard Devotion, 
Let me therefore intreat you to labour ſota per- 


form the Service of Our Church, that it may attain 
the 
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the End for which God has- Gena d His Worſhip. 

' - 36 Since the Service of Our Church 1s ſuch as Ga 
has required 1 in his Word, let nothing diſcous 
rage us in the uſe of it: Let us Remember that 
we perform jt-in Obedience to God; - [And tho' 
ſome hate, ſome revile, and ſome deſpi ſeit, yet 
that the Author of it is able to vindicate it. This 
is no New Thing, *Tis the Entertainment the 
World has generally given God's Service, and: his 
Truths : And therefore neither Obſtinacy, Per- 
verſeneſs,” or Negligence of the People, whom 
you are to perſuade, ought to diſcourage you, 
Be Diligent, be Cenſtant, be Reſolute, and be 
aſſared that Got will always give-you ſucceſs ſo 
far as is neceſſary 'to ſapport' his Truth. All 
means are therefore to be attempted ; and when 
one faileth another is to be applied ; And the 
more averſe people ſeem to the way of Worſhip 
preſcribed by God, and the'more eager they are 
for atiy Corruption, the more Induſtry -1s to be 
uſed to bring them off from it ; And when all 
other means fail, earneſt Prayers and Intercefſions 
with God ſtill remain: We arc never to diſpair 
whilſt we have Ged's Truth on our ſide, tho! 
whole Provinces ſhould fall off from the Church, 
As all they in Aſia did from St, Paul, 2. Tim, 1. 15. 
Tho! few: or none ſhould believe our Report, as 1t 


happened to Our on bunfelf ; Yet God will. 


have 


= 
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have a Reward for the Faithful Endeavours of 
his Miniſters ; And therefore me maſt not de- 
{iſt, tho' people ſeem obſtinate, but ſeaſon and 
out of ſeaſon, by Exhortation and writing, by all, 
means of Importunity and Induſtry, we muſt 
preſs them to their Duty, and- endeavour to 
bring them back to the purity of Goa's Wor- 
ſhip as he has Inſiitated it. 

4. Let me put you in mind, That the Moties 
you have to do your Daty are the moſt Noble 
and Generous that can be ; And you have this 
Advantage, that you cannot be ſuppoſed to be 
zealous in your Office out of any private Inte- 
reſt, or proſpect of particular profit. Your 
Maintenance and Preferments are aſcertained to 
you by Law, and do not depend on the Volun- 
tary Contribution of the ' People. And as 
you are under no Temptation to pleaſe them, 
by complying with their vices or hamours, 10 
neither can you be ſuſpected to be diligent and 
induſtrious in your Office out of any ſuch mean 
Conſiderations. Since therefore what'pains you 
take may well be ſuppoſed to proceed only from 
ſenſe of Duty, and the love of Ged, let me en- 
treat you to labour in it.It is certain, T hat neither 
Popularity ,Faction, nor Worldly Intereſt can in- 
 Auence you: to this, 10 as they may fome, that 


have no other way to attain to Honour, or Sup- 
Ry port 
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port, -but by —_— or-- gaining a os. . But 
God forbid that true Piety; and Zeal for-Souls 
ſhould work leſs effeftually; upon you, then 
thoſe carnal and ſervile ' motzves do on others, 

Let me therefore earneſtly encourage and 
intreat you to' do 1t more and more, and that 
you will endeavour to become all things to all Men, 
and decline none of thoſe Arts which are allow- 
able, when applied, to gain the people to Truth 
and Holineſs ; Bat very wicked, when employed 
to divide and ſeduce them, 

.5. Let me put you in mind, That you are Mi- 
nifters of the - Goſpel, and not of a Party; And | 
therefore it concerns you to mind the common | 
intereſt of Hotneſs and Religion, more then thoſe 
differences that are often of little concern in 
themſelves, and are inſiſted on only as the occa- 
ſions and: badges of thoſe people, who being re- 
ſolved to ſeperate themſelves, are obliged to take 
up little difterences for a diſtintion. The lefs 
you meddle with theſe diſputes, it 1s. commonly 
the better ; And indeed it is not prudent to 
mention them, till Mens minds be fitted and 
prepared by a true ſenſe of the great Duties of 
Religion: And then the beſt way perhaps will be 
to ſhew of what little weight they are, to cauſe 
or juſtify diviſions or quarrels amongſt Chri- 
ſtians, 


I am 


Tam well aware that it may be objected to us, 
that whilſt we preſs the great Duties of the firſt 
and ſecond Table, and ſpend our pains and dili- 


gence in defending our common Chriſtianity againſt 


Papiſts, Socinians, Deiſts and AtheiSts, thoſe that 
are our Adverſaries in theſe lefler points, have 
made their advantage of Our being employed 
againſt the common Enemy, to nndermine us with 
the people; nay, that ſome of them have even 
Joined with thoſe Enemies to pull down Our Con- 
ftitution. But yet I perſuade my (elf that we are 
in leſs bazard from them, whilſt we do onr Duty 
and apply our ſelves to the great and common 
Obligations of Our Holy Religion, then if weſhould 
leave this expoſed to the Aſſaults of Our Common 
Enemies, to guard our ſelves from the attempts 
of ſuch back Friends, We muſt therefore have 
an eye to them ; But the other, the greatand 
common Truths, and Duties of the Goſpel, muſt 
be our main buſineſs. I might add many more 
Remarks proper to my preſent ſubje&, but kT 
know your own Prudence and Obſervation are ſufz 
ficient to ſuggeſt them to you ; I ſhall only 
add my Prayers for you, that God will encreaſe 
your Wiſdom and Zeal, and eftectually turn them 


to his own Glory. 
Z 3 
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Conciuſſon: 
To the Diſſenting Minifters of Derry. 


Ut as to You, My Brethren, That diſfown 

my Communion and Authority, T have reaſon 
to fear that what I ſhall offer to you may re- 
ceive ſome prejudices from my Station and Chara- 
cer, with which you feem offended ; Yet reaſon 
z reaſon from whom ſocver it proceeds ; and I 
only defire that you would weigh ſeriouſly what 
I have here offered, in defence of the Service of 
Our Church ; and if the Arguments do not con- 
vince Te, yet let me pray Tow to refle& thus far 
on the matter, as to remember that all Mens 
minds are not of the ſame make ; and thar it 
becomes Yeu, and all good Men, at leaſt to treat 
Oar Service with reſpect ; Since we believe, and 
think we have proved, That it 1s clearly found- 
ed on the Word of God, It will not excuſe ſcurrt- 
lous, or unſeemly RefleCtions on it, to ſay that 
we are miſtaken For all Men are fallible, and 
You rnay as well be miſtaken, as you ſuppoſe We 
are; And therefore leſt To ſhould be in the 
wrong, it will be the ſafeſt way to be modeſt 1n 
cenſuring. 

No Man ought to- take it ill that another proz- 
poſes Reaſons againſt his Ofimon ; but to ſcoff at, 
or revile any practice, or opinion that: _—_— be- 

ves 
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lieves to be founded on the Word of God,is not only 
ill manners, but 1s of dangerous 
being apt to breed Bitterneſs and 
tween the Parties; And if it ſhould happen in a 
Caſe where the Pradice, or Opinion is really War- 
ranted by the Word of God, it would be Blaſphemy 
and Impiety. And therefore in all matters of Ke- 
ligion we ought to avoid this manner of treat- 
ment; and whatever Book uſes it, we need trou- 
ble our ſelves no further with it, for it certainly 
1s written only to ſerve a Party, and not Truth. 

There is another thing that in Zeſtice I think 
TI may requeſt of Nou, which is, That in Your 
Worſhip and Praffice, Nou will not make the dif- 
ference between us ſeem greater then really it is. 
Toabſtain from a thing confeſſed to be lawful in 
the Service of God, meerly becauſe obſerved by 
us, is ſurely very far from a Spirit of Meekneſs and 
Moderation : And therefore I may hope that you 
will not Indulge Your People in ſuch affe&ted di- 
ſtances, that can ſerve to no other purpoſe but 
to make Parties irreconcilable ; and muſt pro- 
ceed from a greater bitterneſs of Spirit then a good 
Man can be guilty of towards any Chriſtian. 

And that Tou may underſtand my mind the 
better in this matter, I will give Tou a few ins 
ſtances that I hope will be inottenſive ; and1n 


which we may juſtly expect Yowr Complyance. 
2 x. The 
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1, The firſt is in the uſe of the Lord's-Prayer, 
which is owned in Your larger Catechiſm, to be 
Not only for Diredion, as a Pattern according to which 
we are to make other Prayers, but may be alſo uſed as 
a Prayer. And in your Direfory 'tis recommend- 
ed to be uſed in the Prayers of the Church. Yet 1 
am informed that Tou, my Brethren, of this Dio- 
ceſs, who ſeparate from Our Communon, do units 
verſally negle& it, and thereby confirm Your 
Hearers in an Opinion too common among[t 
them, that all Forms of Prayer are unlawtal, 
And that for no other reaſon, that [can learn, 
but to keep up a difference from us in practice, 
where we really agree in point of Doctrine: 

2, Your ſitting at Publick Prayers, may be a ſe- 
cond Inſtance, in which we may reaſonably ex- 
pect ſome Reformation. "Tis a very irreverent 
thing in it ſelf, againſt the Gommand and Examz 
ples of Scripture, as 1 think I have ſufficiently 
ſhewed, and againſt the Opinion of your beſt Ca- 
ſuifts, particularly of Dr. Ames, de Conſcientia, Lib. 
4 Cap.18, Sefho per ſe non e$t geſtus Orandi, quia nul- 
lam exprimit reverentiam neque in Scripturis approbatur. 
That 1s, Sitting is not of it ſelf a poſture of prayer, 
becauſe it expreſſes no Reverence. neither is it approved 
in Scripture, Yet I underſtand that this is the ge- 
neral poſture in which your peop/e Offer their 
publick prayers; and either becauſe it 1s for 

their 
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theirEaſe,or becauſe you are unwilling to-ſeem to 
lay any ſtreſs onOutwardPerformances, or laſtly, 
leſt you ſhou'd be like us, you indulge them in it; 
and tome of them are 10 1gnorant that they recz- 
kon it a ptece of Superſtition in as to kneel at 
our prayers; and are averſe to our Service, 
amongſt other Reaſons, becauſe this is required 
at it. Which Notions, { ſuppoie, you your 
ſelves do not approve ; and therefore we may 
Juſtly expect that you ſhou'd endeavour to inform 
your people better, and bring them to a Compli- 
ance with the Rules of Decency in their Rel:gr- 
015 Performances, + 
3- My third Inſtance fhall be in- the Matter 
of the Holy Sacrament of the Lord's-Supper. I ſup= 
poſe no ſerious conſidering perſons amongft -you 
can deny but the celebrating it ſo ſeldom as it is 
.done in your Meetings, and the people's backward- 
neſs in Receiving it, are very great faults; and 
therefore we may reaſonably expe&t that you 
ſhould preſs home to your people the Danger of 
their Negle&, and repreſent to them truly the 
{in of it, fo as not to ſufter any to aſſume the 
Name of a Profeſſor or a Religious Perſon, that doth 
not in ſome meaſure come up to the Scripture- 
recedentin this particular; and withal, ſo or- 
der the celebration thereof, that every one may 


have ſufficient Opportunities to Receive, as on 
| r{} 
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firſt Chriſttans did; which in your preſent way 
of managing, is impoſlible: From whence. you 
may be 1ure, yours 1s not the Scripture-way, and 
therefore needs Reformation. | 

4. Let me put you in mind, That it is ordered 
by your Direfory (es Thave already obſerved) that 
ordinarily one Chapter of each Teftament be read at eve= 
ry Meeting, and ſometimes more. TI think you cannot 
diſpenſe with this Rule, without being liable to 
juſt Cenſure, from all that have a true value 
for the Word of Ged : And yet I am informed 
that there is not one of your Meetings in this 
Dyoceſs, where it is obſerved ; to the great detri- 
ment of our common Chriſtianity, and offence of 
your Brethren. I know the people are tonder of 
Sermons and Leftures of Human Compolure, 
than of the pure Word of God in its Naked Sim- 
plicity ; but you know this to be a carnal and fin- 
fal Humour in them; And God forbid any 
that claims to be a Miniſter of the Goſpel ſhowd 
indulge themin it : And therefore as you wou'd 
maintain a due Reverence in the people for the 
Word of God, I think we may expe& your Con- 
formity to us in this particular, 

s. 1 ſappole you very well know that the moſt 
learned and ſober Nonconformifts do own that Occa- 
fional Communion with our Church is lawful, and 
that people had better come to our Worſhip (at leaſt 

where 
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where he that officiates is of Ability and Sobrie:y) 
than fit at home on the Lord's Day, or frequent 
no Aſſemblies at all; And you cannot be ignorant 
that many thouſands in theſe parts neglect all 
Publick Worſhip, and many ſuffer their Children 
to die Unbaptized, for want of Miniſters of 
their own Communion; And therefore in this caſe, 
it is a point of Juſtice due to tlie Souls of theſe 
poor people, and to our common Chriſtianity, to 
tet them know that it is their Daty to Joyn with 
us both in Worſhip and Sacraments, as far as your 
Brethren in England have Allowed it on ſuch 
Occaſions. 

6, You are ſenſible that amongſt thoſe Prote- 
ſtants that diſlent from our Church, ſome are 
Congregational, and others Presbyterians ; You of 
this Dioceſs where I am concerned, profeſs to be 
of this latter ſort, and agree with us in owning 
that by Chriſt's Appointment, the particular 
Churches in convenient Diſtrifts, ought, accor- 
ding to Scripture-Precedents, to Aflociate under 
one Government ; and tieſe again to Unite 
themſelves into greater Combinations of Provin- 
cial and Nationyt Churches. The Difterence- be- 
tween Tou and Us 1s concerning theſe particular 
Diſtricts. ; Namely, Whether the Government 
of them ought to be in a Presbytery, with-a B/hop 
as. Preſident and Goyernor, by Chriſts Appoint- 
ment ; 
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-ment; or ina Coll:zdge of Presbyters abſolutely Egual. 

So then, we both own National and Provincial 
Churches, - as well as ſingle Wor/hiping Gongregati- 
ens ; but the Congregational Diſſenters deny that 
Chriſt Inſtituted any other Church, beſides a 
tingle Congregation ; and affirm that all other | 
Chu:ches, ſuch as Claſſical, Provincial, or National, | 
are Human Inveritions ; and that every ſingle Con- | 
gregation 1s Independent, and may indeed keep 
a fair correſpondence with: its Neighbour Con- 
gregations, but 1s not under any common Go- 
vernment with them. Theſe laſt are the avow- 
ed Principles of Mr. Bazter, Dr. Owen, Mr. Lob, 
Mr. Humphrys, Mx. Boyſe, Mr. Aiſop, Mr. Glerk- 
ſon, and generally of all the late defenders of the 
Diſſenters.cauſe in England and Ireland that I have 
met with. Now it is manifeſt that. theſe Prin- 
ciples of. theirs, are much more different from 
your Principles, then ours are ; And the difle: 
rence 1s much greater, and more material, For 
it is poſſible on your Principles and ours to pre- 
ſerve Unity, and, to keep up ſome. value for 
Excommunucation, and other cenſures -of the 
Thurch ; ſince he who 1s cenſured 1n one Church 
cannot be received into another, neither with 
you, nor us : Whereas in the Congregational way, 
he that is Excommunicated in one Congregation, 


may remove to another, or iet up one for himſelf 
| it 
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if he pleaſes; at the worſt, if he ſhou'd, it 
wou'd be counted but an Irregularity. Theſe Prin- 
Ciples are deſtructive to the Peace and Unity 
of the Church, as well as to our common Cauſe ; 
and our Learned Men have carefully Anſwered 
all the principal Writers of that ſort; fo that 
no Books of that kind have remained Unanſwer- 


_ ed, but ſuch only as were meer Repetitions of 


what had been ſaid and anſwered before. I do 
not remember any of you have of late underta- 
ken the Defence of this important Truth ; tho' 
the A/embly of Drvines in their Humble Advice----- 
concerning Ghurch-Government ( which I ſuppoſe 
you approve) do prove it from the Holy Scrip- 
tures, in their Title of Claſſical Aſſemblies, Now 
we think, in Juſtice to your Own Cauſe, as well 
as to Us, you ought to warn your people againſt 
thoſe Books that maintain Principles contrary to 
us both ; at leaſt not to bear them in hand, that 
thiſe Books written againft Us, make for Tow; for 
this will appear a great piece of Inlincerity, as 
well as Ingratitude; and will tempt the World to 
believe that you are willing ta encourage Prin- 
ciples deſtructive to your on Cauſe, ( as the Prin- 
ciples of thoſe Books manifeſtly are in this very 
Point ) ſo they do but ſerve a Turn, and 
ſtrengthen your Party among({t the ignorant 


People, 


A a 6, Laſily, 
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6, Laſtly, I think we may juſtly expect from 
you a ready concurrence with us to beat down 
ſuch Vices and Immoralities as are confeſſed on 
all hands to be againſt our common Chriſtiani- 
ty ; ſuch as Adattery, Fornication, E laſphemy, Profa- 
nation of the Lord's Day, &c. And fince the Biſhop's 
Courts are Legally Impowered to paniſh thele, 
and many are guilty of them who yet will ro: 
appear or ſubmit to acknowledge their ſins, and 
upon that Account are Excommunicated : The 
leaſt that can be expefted from you- in theſe 
Caſes, is, Not to encourage ſuch Sinners in their 
Obſtinacy, or to admit them to Communion 
amoengit Tow, whilſt they lie under ſuch Cens 
ſares ; which might be a means toReform , in 
ſome meaſure, theſe Crying Vices. ry 

Theſe are but a few of thoſe things that 
might be inſtanc'd; in which we may concur in 
our Prafice, as well as we do in our Opinions; and 

if we did, { perſwade my 1elf, that tho they 
did not bring us to one Religious Communion, yet 
they might much contribute to our living eaſily 
with one another, and take oft that Uncharita- 
bleneſs which our Rel:910u5 Diſſentions are apt to 
cauſe amongſt us : However, it wou'd be a 


reat Satisfaction to Me, and I ſhou'd reckon it 


a 0 | ; 
{ome kind of Succels in my Office, if / cond pre- 
vail 


vail with any ſort of people, that profeſs to meet 
in the Name of Chriſt, to come nearer to his 
Inſtitutions in their Worſhip: ; tho' / ſhould not be 
able to perſwade them to the Communion whereof 
I am a Member. 


To the Conforming LAITY of the _— 
of DERRY, 


S to You, my Friends and Brethren of the 
Laity, who profeſs your ſelves Members 

of the Eſtabliſhed Church; It hath pleaſed God to 
place Me amongſt you, and to give Me an Inſpectic 
on over you ;, and 'tis chiefly on your Account that I 
have written and publiſhed this Treatiſe, that 
it may be a Pledge and Teſtimony to you of my 


concern for you, and make my care to reach as 


far as may be amongſt you, I hope my Labours 
this way may be Uſeful to you, to ſettle the 
Minds of the Doubtful, and to awaken you all 
to Diligence and Zeal in the periormance of the 
Service of God. 

The great Principles of your Religion, as you are 
Members of the Eftabliſhed Church, are Uncontroz 
verted on all hands; and I have here endeavours 
_ ed to ſhew that your particular Way of Worſhip is 
warranted by the Holy Scriptures. You have 
reaſon to bleſs God, that He has afforded you 10 

Aa2 many 
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many conveniencies of frequenting 1t: In which 
He has been pleaſed togive you 1ſo manifeſt Ad- 
vantage above your Diſſenting Neighbours, that 
notwithſtanding their Numerouſneſs, ydu have 
Five places for Worſhip, tor. One that they 
have. This will render you inexcuſable, if you 
neglect attendance at them, or ſpend any Lord's 
Day (as is too common in this Country) in a 
_—_ Reſt from Labour, without any Publick Wor - 
I. | 
of muſt likewiſe put you in mind, that our 
Service 1s not only fitted for the Publick, but is 
likewiſe proper for private Families ; And there- 
fore 1 would adviſe you to make uſe of the words 
with which Our Church hes furniſhed you, in 
your Houſes, as well as in the Church. At leaſt 
to uſe ſuch ſelect Hymns and Collefts as ſeem moſt 
adapted to that purpoſe. And at more ſolemn 
times 1 conceive our Litany is as full and proper 
a Service as any Maſter of a Family can deſire to 
offer to God. 
I muſt therefore moſt earneſtly & paſſionately 
exhort you, by the Name of Our Lord 7eſis 
Chrift, tor his Church's ſake, and your own, that 
you will add Diligence and Zeal to this your reaſon- - 
able Service, and prepare your hearts to ſeek the 
Lord your God in his Holy Worſhip, And particu- 
larly that you wou'd endeavour to convince the 
— | World 


World, that it is not Fa&ion, or a Party you con- 
tend for, but the Fruits of Righteouſneſs , And 
thereupon ſtrive rather to out-live thoſe that difter 
from Tow, then to out-argue them, Let the in- 
nocency of. your Lives, and your Chriſtian Mo= 
deration convince them of the unreaſonableneſs 
of their ſeparation from Tou. | 

I beſeech the God and Father of Our Lord Zeſus 
Chriſt to multiply his Grace and Peace upon You ; 
_ and to influence Tov by his Holy Spirit, that You 
may be perfect in every good Work; and parti- 
cularly in that of Worſhiping him in purity and 
Felineſs, 
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A S to Tow, My Friends, that diſlent from Our 
Communion, 1t remains only, that I beſeech 

You in the Spirit of Meekneſs, ( as one that is ap- 
pointed by the Providence of Ged, and the care 
of a Chriſtian Magiſtracy, to watch over Your 
Souls) That You will ſeriouſly conſider, and lay 
to heart what I have here tender'd to Tow. I can- 
not prevail with you to come and receive Inſiruz 
Aion from my Mouth ; And therefore I have 
taken this way to inform To. IF will only 


add a few Obſervations, which I recommen "y 
ou 
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You, and ſhall leave the ſucceſs intirely to God, 

1. Therefore Nou may obſerve that in this 
_ Treatiſe T have not led Tou into long Reaſonings, 
or the intricacies of Human Learning ; but I have 
referred Nou to your Bibles, and You need go no 
further then to them to be ſatisfied whether the 
things I have ſaid beas I have repreſented them 
or not. Thoſe of Berea are reckoneda Noble Peo- 
ple ( Afts xvii. x1) becauſe they ſearched the 
Scriptures, and 1 pray moſt heartily to Ged to give 
Tou a part in that —_ of mind, that Tou may 
ſearch and find the Tr#t 

2. I wou'd deſire You to obſerve that it ever 
has been, and in all probability ever will be the 
bumour of the World, to be more fond of T heir 
Own Inventions then of what God Commands. If 
we look thro' the whole Scriptures we ſhall find, 
that the Prophets ſent by God, the Dottrines re- 
vealed by him, and the Worſlip he Commanded, 
have had but ill Entertainment amongſt the 
people. There never appeared half ſo much 
Zcal or inclination in the generality of Men, 
for the true God and his Worſhip, as for the falſe 
Gods, and their Prophets, And there is an obs 
vious natural reaſon for it, fince what Man in- 
vents muſt needs have a near agreement to 
the Carnal and Corrupt inclinations of our de- 
praved Nature, then what God preſcribes : 

wich 
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which is the very reaſon that induces Men to 
change the Inſtitutrons of God, and ſubſtitute 
their own Inventions inſtead of them. A thing 
that wou'd never come into any Man's mind, 
if he did not find more eafe or gratification to» 
his hamour in them, then 1n obſerving God's 
Commandments. 

If it were proper to refer you to the Hiſtory 
of the Church, you would find that moſt of 
all the Corruptions in the Worſhip of God were 
introduced by the fondneſs and violent inclina- 
tions of the people for them : And that the 
Church Governours did long oppoſe them, and 
were brought with difficulty at laſt to comply 
with them. Thus the Worſhip of Images, Pray- 
ers for the Dead, Purgatory, the interceſſion of 
Saints, half Communion, being preſent at 
Church Aſſemblies without receiving the Lord's- 
Supper, and Worſhiping the Hoſt, were all vul- 
gar practices at firſt, againſt the Opinion of the 
Governours of the Church, who generally Oppo- 
ſed and Condemned them ; but being Human 
Inventions, the People were ſo violent for them, 
that there was no withſtanding them, 1o that 
if the Governours they had would not comply, 
the people did ſet up thoſe that wou'd, 

Now let me entreat you to reflect a little, 


and conſider with all ſeriouſnels whether there 
may 
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may not be ſomething like this. in -your. own 
Cafe, eſpecially in the matter of Extemporary 
Prayers. Its plain you have brought them into 
practice againſt the opinion and. conſtitution of 
the Church Governours, and of the Firſt Re- 
formers, who all did ſzttle L-yturgies in the 
Churches which they Reformed : This Knoz 
did in Scotland, whole Lyturgy we have ready to 
produce, to the Convidtion of thoſe who pretend 
to be his Succeſſors, and yet condemn Forms of 
Prayer as Unlawful. Thus Luther did for Germa= 
ny, and Caluin for Geneva, | and for the French 
Church, whoſe Liturgyes are ſtill uſed by them. 
Yet I find this weighs not much with you, tho' 
youſcem to me to have little to oppoſe to it, be- 
1ides a ftrange fondneſs and paſſion you have enter- 
tained for the contrary; and let me tell you that 
.it is no hard matter to give a reaſon why rhe 
generality of the people are better pleaſed with 
1uch Eztemporary Prayers, than with Forms: For 
can any one wonder that a prayer which people 
never heard before, and is adapted to the Fancres 
and Humours of a Party, with all the Advantages 
- which. Novelty gives, ſhou'd gratifie carnal and 
itching Ears, more than the fixt and ſettled 
prayers of a Charch, or that Form dictated by 
Chriſt himſelf ? To joyn in theſe with Devotion, 

requires us duly to prepare our Hearts, to ſtr ain 

an 


+ tte A iD 


<o the;Dillenting Laity. 13g 
and lift up our - minds -with- nuch, ſeriouſneſs 
and attention, or: we cannot be afteqed by them, 
whereas there is: a pleaſure, and a kind of ſenſual 
delight, in: the:novelty af the other Prayers; and 
the tone with which they are ſometimes deli- 
vered , - makes the Hearers imaginarily De- 
vout ;;tho' they. come to them without taking 
pains to 1ſtrain:their minds to true Devotion. Bur 
you; ought: to remember that /mages. and Relicks 
and Mediatory Saints had the very 1ame eflect on 
people long. ago.; which made them 10 fond. of 
them, that they :brought- them anto their Wor- 
hip, 'in; ſpite: of the. Biſhops+ and; Paſtors, of the 
Church ; as you have now brought in Extem- 
porary Prayers : But 'tis | raxe to find the gene- 
rality of Men fond of what is:truly: Spiritual ; 
And therefore people's fondnels ot. your peculiar 
way of Worhhip is fo far from being an Argu- 
ment for it, as I find ſome of you uſe it, that 
on the contrary. it 1s a ſhrewd preſumption that 
it is not from- God. 3 Eſpecially. ſince 411 people 
are fond of it, as well as good. ; As is maniteſt 
from many undeniable Inſtances ; which could 
not be ſo if it were Truly, and of it ſelf, Spi- 
ritual, ribgg TH E/ <51 | 
3+ would defire-you to.confider that nothing can 
generally induce our Clergy todecline theſe Extem- 
4 B b porary 
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porar y Prayers: but t their ns and Conviffi« 
on that they are; not convenient in the: Publick 
Service of *God © '*Fis manifeſt: that Ertemporary 
Prayers would benichimore ealy:to moſt:ob us, 
and lef#birrthenſomie 'then'the' Service we ufe; 

you may think otherwiſe, but aſſure: your. ſelves 
that Tia ate miſtaken 5: 4nd I dare appeal to 
thoſe that have tryed hoth,whether is: mott cafy : 

There are ſuch both amoneft Tow and Vs who 
have made the Experiment; And I dare referr 
* to then to deelare on their Confciences, which 
of the two Services they took:on'to/be the great- 

_ er burthen'to hine thae'performs them; Wlat- 
ever Tou may think, 'if we would Indulge our 
felves, it were no hard matter for the meaneft 
of Us to paſs att "Extemporaiy Pruyer oh our Judi- 

tory, or to turn the Heads of our Sermons into 
ONE. | 

| Laſtly, T haveone thing which I would more 
efpecially requeſt of Tow, 'that Yor would beticve 
that Tincerety and: heartily deſaz:and{tady the 


good: of your” Sols 5. and'that F have In this Fre 
fife endeavoured* to promote it, andby God's Aft- 
ftance.ever ſhall in alt my Undertakings, ' 
And if Neu had the ſame Apprehenſions! with 
Me, Tou wonld not - wonder” at ey | eunern- in 
this matter ; for how is it” poſſivle:that way” mart 
E that 
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that has a zeal for the purity of God's Worſhip, 
ſhould not have iis Spirit moved within him, to 
feo-a well-meaning people ſo ftrangely, miſled, 
as! ty content themielves to micet together, pers 
haps for fome Years, with a defign to-Weor/hip 
Ged,and yet hardly ever ſee or hear any thing; of 
God's immmediate Apointment in their Meetings; 
Now to my thoughts this is manifeſtly the 
caſe of many of Nu; ince a Man may fre- 
quent ſome Meetitgs amongit Now for ſome 
Years, and never hear a Prayer, a Pſalm, or 
Chapter which has been immediately dictated 
by God ; and never be called on to bow his 
knee to God, or ſee either Miniſter or People 
addreſs themſelves to him in that humble 
poſture. Laſtly, neyer ſee any body offer to 
Adminiſter, or deſire to” feceive the food of Life 
in- the Lord's -Supper. Theſe are Melancholy Re- 
Ntefions td me who belieye that God has required 
theſe im his Wor/ip And therefore I hope you will 
take: it i good part that Iendeavour te reſtore 
them to Tow... ber ol Fer os 

F have only toadd my moſt earneft Pray- 
ers to God for Yon: And toi befeects him who 
is the God of Mercy and Purchaſer of his 
Church, by a price Ineſtimable, to vouchiate 
his bleſling to theſe' my Endeayours for ”= _ 
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Inftruftion ; That You may reap 'the benefit, and 
I the comfort of them in the great. .day of 
our Lord ' Jeſus Chriſt ;''who':only/ 1s: the trac 
Teacher of Souls, by: his Spirit :; and-1s able: to: 
Seal the Inftrufions of his Miniſters to Tour Hearts, 
to open the Eyes of Your Underſtandings ; and 
to guide Tow'into' all Truth. 
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Age $1. 20. for werds read word. pa. 131. 10,r. the timbre], p: 141. 16r contrary: 
P- 24 1.22 for judge it, Ie judge of it. P- 33 ult. I. purſuance. P. 39 ut. Leviticel, 
411. 15 r. omitted, p. 451.11 in of Excluſive of the uſe of Forms, r promiſe to 
araiſh us with words in Prayer, without the uſe of Sett and Premeditated Forms: - p, 541. 
6 r.r T. P- 721. 15 and 16 r. people. P.7J3 1. 3 I. throughly. p. 63 1. 16. inftead of 
the put in a ſemi-colon. Ps 97 le 7 Io deceive. pegBL 25 r. Meditated, p. 101 
11 r. Galendar. p 1121. 1 after the ſame r. Perſon. P. 1141.16 r. in the next. P. 115. 1; 
' 4 de. which Ibid. p, 16 for much deelare r. much more declare. p. 118 1. 17 after for ic, r. 
1d that. P. 120 |. 1. after and r. to. p. 127 1.1 after Seriptures a colon. 1b. 3 after Sup- 
Per & comma. P. 1311. 7 de. are. 137 I. 16 de. their, Jb.1. 1$:r. receive. P. 149 dre 4. P. 
164 }, 14. for ownizg I. 0wn, 16g 0, 3. after table « comme.  - 
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